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PREFACE

Throughout the last long years of my life I’ve been involved with history of
educational ideas, I have often returned to Immanuel Kant, who, in his book ‘On
Pedagogy’ from 1803, argues that the art of governing and the art of education are
among man’s most important social inventions. According to Kant, certain
structural similarities exist between the formation of a society and the formation of
a human being. To act politically is to shape a society; to act educationally is to
shape an individual. Formation of a society and formation of a person are therefore
closely related - without being the same. The relationship can be described as an
egg-or-chicken paradox: what comes first, the good and proper community or the
good and proper citizen.
It is therefore no coincidence that some of the great political philosophers are
included in the canon of major educational philosophers; Plato, Martin Luther,
John Locke, Rousseau, Immanuel Kant, Wilhelm Humboldt, N.F.S. Grundtvig,
John Dewey, Rabindranath Tagore, and others. Their educational philosophy can
not be isolated from their political philosophy. In much educational thinking,
however, the connection between political philosophy and educational philosophy
drops out of sight, and pedagogy is reduced to methodological and didactic
matters.
With this voluminous book on Paulo Freire, Professor Asoke Bhattacharya
reminds us of the close relationship between politics and pedagogy. Professor
Bhattacharya’s book clearly illustrates that Paulo Freire, in the latter half of the
twentieth century, re-established the connection between educational philosophy
and political philosophy. Freire established a conductive connection between
politics and pedagogy based on his own experiences. Paulo Freire was born into a
prosperous middle-class family in Brazil, but the family lost everything in 1929.
As a young man, Freire experienced poverty and even hunger, and he learned that
the Brazilian upper class had little interest in the problems of the lower classes, and
so he soon became involved in the fight against poverty and oppression through
education.
Paulo Freire has been hailed as one of the founding fathers of critical pedagogy,
which is not wrong, but not very precise either. For who among the major
educational philosophers were not critical? Rousseau was extremely critical to his
contemporary pedagogy and school system, and Luther, Kant, Grundtvig, Dewey,
and Tagore all formulated their pedagogical philosophies in critical opposition to
contemporary educational theory and practice. The same can be said of Paulo
Freire. Therefore, it is not Freire’s critical attitude, but his political activism that
sets him apart from some (but not all) of the canonical educational philosophers.
Professor Asoke Bhattacharya provides a thorough description of Paulo Freire
as a political activist: Freire was one of the founding members of The Movement
for Popular Culture, which was the first of a series of political educational
movements that emerged in Brazil in the 1960s. The purpose was to empower the
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poor to lift themselves out of poverty without alienating them through an education
that did not take their culture and their own experience into account. Therefore, the
movement put great emphasis on preserving the people’s cultural traditions, their
histories, their mythical characters and their religiosity - a philosophical approach
that resembles Grundtvig and the Danish folk high school movement, which from
the mid-1800s was set up to educate the rural population.
In his masterpiece ‘Pedagogy of the Oppressed’, Freire gave his definition of the
political nature of education and the relationship between knowledge, power and
language. In that book, which was based on his own experience from fighting
illiteracy in Brazil, Paulo Freire formulated his famous pedagogical method to
make agricultural workers aware of their social situation and to contribute to their
emancipation.
A wealth of literature has been published about Paulo Freire, but nothing as
comprehensive as this book. This book distinguishes itself by a detailed account of
the historical, economic and social context, and on this basis Professor
Bhattacharya draws a fascinating and comprehensive picture of one of the most
famous and influential educational philosophers from the last half of the twentieth
century.
Professor Ove Korsgaard, Dr. Ped.
Danish University School of Education
University of Aarhus
Denmark
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