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PREFACE

T

hat Edmund Husserl is a central figure in 20. century philosophy is
undisputed. Thus it is well known that he was the founder of phenomenology, that he developed a theory of intentionality, a new philosophical
methodology based on the effectuation of the reduction, a concept of the
life-world, and last but not least that he was the teacher of Heidegger. For a
long period it has also been common knowledge, however, that he was
unable to free himself from the framework of classical metaphysics of
presence. Husserl never abandoned the conviction that reality and the
Other was constituted by a pure (disincarnated and worldless) transcendental subject, and his thinking consequently remained Cartesian,
fundamentalistic, idealistic, and solipsistic. Thus, although Husserl must still
be respected as an initiator, his position was irrevocably surpassed by
Heidegger, and later phenomenologists, hermeneutics, deconstructivists and
philosophers of language have distanced themselves from him with good
reason.
Today, this prevailing Husserl-interpretation must be regarded as
outdated, since it gives but a very partial and limited picture of Husserl's
thinking. The continuing publication of Husserliana has made - and
continues to make - an increasing number of Husserl's researchmanuscripts available, and a study of these has made it necessary to revise
and modify a number of widespread and dominating interpretations. This is
not only due to the fact that the publication· of Husserl's researchmanuscripts has made a complementary understanding of Husserl's phenomenological core-concepts possible. Often they have also disclosed aspects
of his thinking, which it would have been difficult to anticipate through a
mere study of the works originally published by Husserl himself.
A few examples can serve as illustration. As early as 1966, when
volume XI, Analysen zur passiven Synthesis, was published, it became quite
apparent that Husserl was not at all preoccupied with analysing a pure
active and spontaneous subjectivity. Quite to the contrary, the clarification
of the depth-dimension of passive genesis was given an absolutely central
importance. Seven years later, as the volumes XIII-XV, Zur Phiinomeno-
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Logie der Intersubjektivitat I-III, was published, a wealth of material was
released, which not only made those prior discussions of Husserl's analysis
of intersubjectivity, which had been restricted to the account given in Ideen
II and above all in Cartesianische Meditationen obsolete, but ultimately, to
use the formulation of Strasser, made all current views about the content of
Husserl's philosophy inadequate. When volume XXIII, Phantasie,
Bildbewufitsein, Erinnerung was published in 1980, it proved necessary to
reconsider the constitutive primacy of perception, since fantasy was shown
to play a more central role in experience, than initially assumed. Finally
volume XXVIII, VorLesungen iiber Ethik und WertLehre 1908-1914,
published in 1988 made a number of texts available which revealed
Husserl's interest in ethics - understood as the experience of values. It
disclosed the practical field of Husserl' s research, thus modifying the
standard-interpretation, which took him to be exclusively concerned with
pure theoria.
The understanding of Husserl' s philosophy has increased tremendously
during the last 30 years, but we also believe that the Husserl-research has
undergone a specific transformation in the last 5-10 years. In contrast to
earlier where the core-texts were made up of the obligatory classical
volumes such as Logische Untersuchungen,ldeen I, Cartesianische
Meditationen and Krisis, this is no longer the case. The focus and scope
has expanded to include all of the 29 volumes of Husserliana currently
available, and apart from the 7 volumes already mentioned, especially Erste
Philosophie II, PhiinomenoLogische PsychoLogie, and Ergiinzungsband
zur Krisis have proven decisive lectures. This change of focus has brought
about a new type of interpretation, which is not only characterized by an
emphasis of the dimensions of facticity, passivity, alterity and ethics in
Husserl's thinking; it has also enabled re-interpretations of the classical volumes, thus revealing a unity and consistency in the development of his
thinking, which would otherwise have remained concealed. Finally, the last
years have brought about an increased appreciation of the uniqueness of
Husserl's phenomenology; he is no longer regarded as a mere precursor to
Heidegger.
We believe the development to be especially visible in the works of a
number of young phenomenologists, and wishing to present this recent
research to the public we decided to edit an anthology with contributions
from Husserl-scholars, who have all defended their dissertation in this
decade.

