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Foreword

I am delighted and excited to introduce this important and much needed
book about the prevention of sexual crime. This particular area of work
has been a consistent feature of much of my professional life, and this text
provides a welcome contribution to the development of knowledge on
the subject using evidence from around the world.
It is vital that we continue to provide help and support to victims of
sexual crime, but to prevent further victims we should use the knowledge
and experience we have gained working with people who have abused
others, to develop prevention strategies, policies, and programmes to
help deter future crimes. According to the National Crime Agency, there
are large numbers of people accessing child sexual abuse images online,
and according to international studies there is a significant proportion of
the population who have a sexual interest in children and young people.
Understandably, both these issues are concerning for law enforcement
and child protection agencies.
For much of the last 30 years, the body of knowledge has grown and
continues to grow. We continue to develop our understanding about
why people commit sexual offences, and what needs to be done to help
them not to re-offend in the future. As part of my work as the governor of a specialist treatment site for people with sexual convictions, I
have had many conversations with people who told me how they had
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tried to seek help when they were frightened and worried about their
sexual thoughts and behaviour before they committed an offence. Yet
they found that nothing was readily available. I also know from my
work the impact that sexual crime has on the family members of people who are convicted of sexual offences, and it is thus vital that support and help are offered to people before they offend. If we are to
prevent future victims and protect family members and friends from
the burden of the sexual conviction of a loved one, we must take this
issue seriously.
I hope that this book will help to develop strategy and thinking on
the subject. Its eight chapters cover both the history and theory of the
prevention of sexual offending and some interesting insights into current practice and future plans in this area of work. The first section
considers the theoretical underpinnings and history of prevention
work. Chapter 1 provides an introduction to the explanations and
definitions of sexual crime and theoretical underpinnings of prevention. Chapter 2 provides an overview of prevention initiatives to date
from across the globe. The middle of the book then turns to the practical solutions to the prevention challenge and explores some current
prevention projects in England and Wales. Chapter 3 introduces the
work of the Lucy Faithfull Foundation, Chap. 4 examines the work of
the Safer Living Foundation and their innovative project in preventing sexually harmful behaviour, and Chap. 5 explores the prevention
project operating in the NHS in Merseyside. The final part of the
book explores additional aspects and issues in the prevention debate.
Chapter 6 considers prevention from a service user perspective. It
contains powerful insight from someone who has first-hand experiences of the challenges faced by someone with troublesome sexual
thoughts and his perspective on the importance of prevention.
Chapter 7 discusses the media and societal responses to people who
commit sexual offences, and the idea that paedophilia is a sexual orientation, and the implications of this. Finally, Chap. 8 considers the
future directions and barriers to effective prevention strategies and
practice.
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It is vital that we think about new and imaginative solutions to this
troubling problem, and this book offers a useful and thought-provoking
basis upon which to build.
Lynn
Saunders
HMP
Whatton
Whatton, UK
Safer Living Foundation
Whatton, UK

Preface

This Series: Sexual Crime
This book series will offer original contributions to current books available on this fast-growing area of high public interest. Each volume will
comprehensively engage with current literature, and make efforts to
access unpublished literature and data by key authors in the field. The
series will also, by the end of each volume, suggest potential new directions for researchers and practitioners.
These volumes are relevant not just to psychologists, criminologists,
social workers, and final year undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral
students in all these areas, but to practitioners and the general public with
an interest in learning more about the topic. The aim is to create books
that are readable, yet firmly anchored in a sound evidence base from both
researchers and practitioners. The volumes will therefore include a robust
synthesis of the literature, consideration of the theories relevant to each
topic, a focus on projects that are relevant to the topic, with a summary
of the research and evaluation of these, chapters focusing on the service
user voice, and a final summary chapter, highlighting future possibilities
and directions (as suggested by others in the field or by the authors
themselves).
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This Volume: Sexual Crime and Prevention
The volume begins with an exploration of the theoretical underpinnings
of sexual crime prevention, as well as the history and development of
prevention work over the years, providing an overview of prevention initiatives around the world. The text then moves into a ‘spotlight’ section,
looking in depth at three organisations that are delivering prevention
work in the United Kingdom. Lastly, the service user experience, impact
of the media, and attitudes and consideration of future directions for
prevention work are explored.

Future Texts
This series is ongoing, with planned future volumes including experience
of imprisonment, spirituality, intellectual functioning and problematic
sexual arousal.
Nottingham, UK

Lincoln, UK
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