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Preface

Political tensions between the Turkish government and the European
states in the spring of 2017 regarding campaigning activities of the
Justice and Development Party (JDP) in Turkish transnational space have
engendered much discussion on the orientations, identities, aspirations
and loyalties of Turkish-origin migrants, and their descendants, residing
in the European Union (EU) countries. Are they simply Islamists who
are easily affected by the words of leading Turkish state officials? Are they
using their freedom of expression in the democratic European space? Do
those of them observed by the European public via visual media represent the entire Turkish-origin populations in Europe? Who are they? This
book aims to shed light on the politics, sociology and anthropology of
the transnational space constructed by Turkish-origin migrants and their
descendants as they oscillate between their countries of settlement and
their homeland, Turkey. To this end, transnational space will be u
 tilized
as a kind of optic to understand their life-worlds, while care will be taken
not to fall into the trap of essentialism. The book assumes that the main
source of tension between native communities and migrant-origin communities in modern times arises from essentialist definitions of culture,
nation, civilization, religion and citizenship, which are often promoted by
conservative political elite to interpellate socio-economic realities by culturalizing what is social, political and economic. In doing so, the author
will be making use of his own social and anthropological research findings covering the last three decades, as well as relevant secondary literature on migration studies, identity studies, ethnic studies, political science
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and philosophy. In addition to previously held field research notes and
secondary literature review, the findings of two ongoing Horizon 2020
research projects (CoHERE and FEUTURE) and some archival material
on the life-worlds of the Euro-Turks will also be utilized.
The book mainly offers an analysis of immigrant communities in
Europe and the problematic nature of their labelling by the host countries. Transcending binary oppositions of East-West, European-Muslim,
local-newcomer, the author wants to present the multiple identities of
Muslim-origin immigrants, most of whom have hailed from Turkey. The
book also claims that the essentialism which exists in many European
societies also exists in home countries, insofar as each tries to impose a
Muslim-Turkish identity on its current or former citizens. Hence, the
main aim of the book is to analyse the complexity of the hyphenated
identities of the Turkish-origin community with their intricate religious,
ethnic, cultural, ideological and personal elements. Needless to say, all
nation-state projects undertake similar policies in their endeavours to turn
common people into citizens and members of the national community.
Istanbul, Turkey

Ayhan Kaya

Acknowledgements

I would like to express my gratitude to someone very special: my love,
Bianca Kaiser, for her invaluable support, remarks and suggestions during the process of writing this piece. I constantly learn from her during
our journey together, and with this work, it was no different; her words
always make sense to me. I am also grateful to my colleague and friend
Atsuko Ichijo for her invaluable suggestions for the first version of the
manuscript. I should also express my appreciation to the two anonymous
reviewers who encouraged and provided me with constructive feedback
in the manuscript’s review process. Last but not least, I would like to
thank my very good friend, Catherine Campion, who kindly accepted the
proof-reading task.
I wrote this book mostly at the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced
Studies, European University Institute, Florence, where I spent a wonderful and inspiring sabbatical year as a Jean Monnet Research Fellow.
I had the privilege to work with very distinguished colleagues starting
with Prof. Anna Triandafyllidou, Director of the Global Governance
Programme at the EUI—not only a colleague but also a true friend,
always there when needed. I am very happy that I met her and worked
with her. Thank you very much Anna! Prof. Renaud Dehousse, Prof.
Brigid Laffan, Prof. Olivier Roy, Dr. Francesca Scrinzi, Dr. James
Renton, Ms. Valentina Bettin and many other colleagues and friends
were also very supportive through scientific discussions, seminars
and conferences we shared together. I am especially grateful to Prof.
ix

x   

Acknowledgements

Dehousse, President of the EUI and Prof. Laffan, Director of the Robert
Schuman Centre, for providing me with a unique atmosphere.
I am also very indebted to my colleagues at the Department of
International Relations and all members of both the Rectorate and Board
of Trustees at Istanbul Bilgi University, where I always feel at home,
and who have been very supportive in every way. I would like especially
to mention Çağrı Bağcıoğlu, Prof. Ege Yazgan, Prof. Yeşim Atamer,
Prof. Pınar Uyan-Semerci, Prof. Murat Borovalı, Dr. Özge Onursal,
Ms. Gülperi Vural, Ms. Aslı Aydın and Ms. Hatice Sönmez for their
consistent support during this period. It is, as usual, much appreciated.
I want to express my gratitude and appreciation to my colleagues with
whom I have collaborated on two different Horizon 2020 projects: in
CoHERE, I am thankful to Prof. Chris Whitehead, Dr. Chiara di Cesari,
and Dr. Susannah Eckersley; in FEUTURE, I am grateful to Prof.
Wolfgang Wessels, Dr. Senem Aydın-Düzgit, Dr. Angeliki Dimitriadi,
Dr. Elena Sanchez and Dr. Başak Kale.
I owe particular thanks to all those I have met throughout the last
three decades during my ethnographic and sociological fieldwork in
different European countries as well as in Turkey. Each encounter with
these individuals has enriched me, and each has taken me to a new
Ithaca. I feel so fortunate that they granted me access to their life-worlds
and allowed me to become a part of their journeys. Thank you so much
for all that you have offered me.

Contents

1

Introduction		1
Methodology		10
The Scope of the Book		16
References		20

2

Theoretical and Philosophical Encounters
in Migration Studies		23
Migrants in the Literature: Notions of Culture		25
Politics of Difference: The Rise of ‘IDology’		28
Transnational Field as a Liminal Third Space		36
Transcending Binary Oppositions: Generative
Land of Inbetweenness		39
References		44

3

Labelling Migrants: From Migrant Workers to ‘Muslims’		 51
Migrants in Everyday Life: Discursive Shifts in Naming
Migrants and Their Descendants		52
Backlash Against Multiculturalism: Lost in Diversity		54
Islamophobia as a New Ideology		56
Institutionalization of Islam by ‘Host-States’:
Muslimizing Migrants		60
The Individualization of Islam Among Young Generations		63
References		72
xi

xii   

Contents

4

Constructing Communities of Faith, Ethnicity
and Culture		77
Migrants in Post-Social States: Constructing Communities
to Come to Terms with the Present		78
Politics of Honour: The Code of Conduct in Exclusion		82
Escape from Community: Youngsters Leaving the Ghettos		88
References		92

5

Home-State Politics Towards Turkish Emigrants		95
Home-State Politics vis-à-vis Turkish Emigrants:
Instrumentalizing Emigrants		96
Religious Domain as Focal Point Under the JDP Rule		104
References		109

6

Politics of Transnational Space		113
Intellectual, Social, Economic, Cultural and Political Impact
of Transnational Communities on Their Homelands		114
Turkish Vergangenheitsbewältigung: Transnational Actors		116
Debates on Female Intellectuals in Berlin: Critique
of Islam in Germany		119
Diaspora and Mobility Patterns Among Young Turks:
Emigration and Return		122
Political Instability, Violence, Failed Coup and State
of Emergency		130
References		135

7

Conclusion		139
Reference		144

Bibliography		
145
Index		161

Abbreviations

AABF
CBMI
CDU
CFCM
CHP
CISMOC
CSU
DITIB
EU
HDP
IEIB
IESH
IFESI
IPA
ISIS
JDP
KRM
MHP
NGO
NPD
NSU
OECD
PKK
SPD
TGNA

European Federation of Alevi Unions
Commission on British Muslims and Islamophobia
Christian Democratic Union
Conseil Français du Culte Musulman
Republican People’s Party
Interdisciplinary Centre for Studies of Islam in the Contemporary
World
Christian Socialist Union
Turkish-Islamic Union for Religious Affairs
European Union
Peoples’ Democratic Party
Institute of Islamic Studies
European Institute of Human Sciences
French Institute of Islamic Studies and Sciences
Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance
Islamic State
Justice and Development Party
Coordination Council of Muslims in Germany
Nationalist Action Party
Non-Governmental Organization
National Democratic Party
National Socialist Underground
Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development
Kurdish Workers’ Party
Social Democratic Party
Turkish Grand National Assembly
xiii

xiv   

Abbreviations

TÜİK
TÜSIAD
UETD
US
USSR
VU
YEKM
YTB

Turkish Statistical Institute
Turkish Industry and Business Association
Union of European Turkish Democrats
United States
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Free University
Yunus Emre Cultural Centres
Directorate of Turks Abroad and Related Communities

List of Tables

Table 3.1
Table 3.2

How do you define yourself with the following statements
regarding your faith? (Number of interviewees: Germany,
1065; France, 600; and Belgium, 400)		
How do you define yourself with the following statements
regarding your faith (in relation to the birthplace)?
(The number of interviewees: Germany, 1065; France,
600; and Belgium, 400)		

69

70

xv

