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For Jayden, Madison and Grace whose stories are at the very heart
of this book; I hope I have done them justice.

Acknowledgements

I would like to extend my thanks first and foremost to Pauline Dooley
and Suki Desai. Their advice, support and enthusiasm for the project
were invaluable throughout and particularly in times of crisis. Their
comments were stimulating and challenging, and at times frankly
annoying, but fundamental in shaping the research project and hence
this book into its final form. I could not have wished for more perceptive, cheerful and good-humoured critical friends. I would also like to
acknowledge Prof. Mary Fuller and Dr. Janet Rose who were there at
the beginning and significant in the initial design of the project, and
Dr. Malcolm MacLean who provided advice along the way and helped
me to see a way forward when I thought I couldn’t go on. Thanks also
to friends and colleagues, old and new, at Staffordshire University for
their interest and support throughout this long and sometimes difficult
process. Grateful thanks to Amelia Derkatsch, commissioning editor at
Palgrave for giving me this chance.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart to my son Jack Bizzell, not
only for his technical support, but also for his belief in what I was doing
and his conviction that I should do it. I hope he realises how important
this has been in driving me on to completion. Thanks also to the other
vii

viii   Acknowledgements

members of my wonderful family: my resourceful and enterprising children, Robbie, Charlotte and Jay for bringing themselves up whilst I
was otherwise engaged at the computer, and my incredible little granddaughter Lilly-May who crashed into my world mid-project and provided endless mystifying distractions from it. Thanks also to my mum,
my brother Jamie and my niece Millie for food, wine and encouragement, and for inspiring me with their intrepid and resilient approaches
to life. Last, but by no means least, a very special thank you is due to
my partner Ade Lewis for his stoical support, camaraderie and feigned
interest as we trek through life in our own little worlds together.

Contents

1 Introduction		1
Part I The Perspectives of Children
2 Children’s Experiences of Statutory Child
Protection Interventions		13
3 Jayden, Madison and Grace		43
4 A Typology of Children’s Participation in Child
Protection Interventions		71
Part II The Agency of Children and the Structural
Conditions of Their Participation in Child
Protection Interventions
5 Children’s Agency in Child Protection Interventions		121
ix

x   Contents

6 The Ideological Basis of Children’s Participation
in the Child Protection System		159
7 The Structural Conditions of Children’s Participation
in the Child Protection System		185
8 Reflections and Implications		201
Index		211

List of Figures

Fig. 4.1
Fig. 7.1

Model of types of participation in child protection
interventions		74
The colonisation of child protection lifeworlds by the
welfare capitalist state system		 197

xi

