EAI/Springer Innovations in Communication
and Computing
Series editor:
Imrich Chlamtac, CreateNet, Trento, Italy

Editor’s Note
The impact of information technologies is creating a new world yet not fully
understood. The extent and speed of economic, life style and social changes already
perceived in everyday life is hard to estimate without understanding the technological
driving forces behind it. This series presents contributed volumes featuring the
latest research and development in the various information engineering technologies
that play a key role in this process.
The range of topics, focusing primarily on communications and computing
engineering include, but are not limited to, wireless networks; mobile communication;
design and learning; gaming; interaction; e-health and pervasive healthcare; energy
management; smart grids; internet of things; cognitive radio networks; computation;
cloud computing; ubiquitous connectivity, and in mode general smart living, smart
cities, Internet of Things and more. The series publishes a combination of expanded
papers selected from hosted and sponsored European Alliance for Innovation (EAI)
conferences that present cutting edge, global research as well as provide new
perspectives on traditional related engineering fields. This content, complemented
with open calls for contribution of book titles and individual chapters, together
maintain Springer’s and EAI’s high standards of academic excellence. The audience
for the books consists of researchers, industry professionals, advanced level students
as well as practitioners in related fields of activity include information and
communication specialists, security experts, economists, urban planners, doctors,
and in general representatives in all those walks of life affected ad contributing to
the information revolution.
About EAI
EAI is a grassroots member organization initiated through cooperation between
businesses, public, private and government organizations to address the global challenges
of Europe’s future competitiveness and link the European Research community with its
counterparts around the globe. EAI reaches out to hundreds of thousands of individual
subscribers on all continents and collaborates with an institutional member base
including Fortune 500 companies, government organizations, and educational
institutions, provide a free research and innovation platform.
Through its open free membership model EAI promotes a new research and
innovation culture based on collaboration, connectivity and recognition of excellence by community.
More information about this series at http://www.springer.com/series/15427

Maroš Finka • Matej Jaššo • Milan Husár
Editors

The Role of Public Sector in
Local Economic and
Territorial Development
Innovation in Central, Eastern and South
Eastern Europe

Editors
Maroš Finka
Spectra Centre of Excellence of the EU
Slovak University of Technology in
Bratislava
Bratislava, Slovakia

Matej Jaššo
Spectra Centre of Excellence of the EU
Slovak University of Technology in
Bratislava
Bratislava, Slovakia

Milan Husár
Spectra Centre of Excellence of the EU
Slovak University of Technology in
Bratislava
Bratislava, Slovakia

ISSN 2522-8595	    ISSN 2522-8609 (electronic)
EAI/Springer Innovations in Communication and Computing
ISBN 978-3-319-93574-4    ISBN 978-3-319-93575-1 (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-93575-1
Library of Congress Control Number: 2018951798
© Springer International Publishing AG, part of Springer Nature 2019
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved by the Publisher, whether the whole or part of
the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation,
broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information
storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology
now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this book
are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the authors or the
editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to the material contained herein or for any errors
or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims
in published maps and institutional affiliations.
This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Switzerland AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

Preface

This book reflects current outputs from the research of the member institutions of
the Network of Spatial Research and Planning in Central, Eastern and South Eastern
Europe—SPA-CE.net and their contribution to professional debate on the role of
the public sector in innovative local economic and territorial development in Central,
Eastern and South Eastern Europe. The ambition of this book, published in collaboration with the European Alliance for Innovation, is to foster broader discussion on
challenges and changes in the position of the public sector in the development and
spread of innovations across different sectors. The SPA-CE.net follows with this
book its mission to ensure sustainable development on the European continent by
providing spatial research results to policymakers, scientists and the interested public, to contribute significantly to improving the quality of life, to enhancing the
protection and management of Europe’s cultural and natural heritage as well as
creating new jobs and spurring economic growth and to mobilising Europe’s potential for research and practical application in the field of sustainable spatial
development.
Bratislava, Slovakia
Maroš Finka
Matej Jaššo
Milan Husár
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Introduction

Support of sustainable communities’ development at the local and regional level
helping people to shape better communities through participation, education, information and the effective use of technology belongs recently to the main tasks for
public authorities. Community sustainability is directly linked to the sustainable territorial development and the development of local economies that are socially responsible, economically viable and environmentally sound. To face responsibly this task
requires the participation of the whole public sector to identify community needs and
potentials, to find appropriate interventions and to implement innovative solutions.
In the contexts of current challenges and problems in territorial development in
Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe, smart sustainable growth in all spheres
of community life seems to be the target quality in territorial as well as economic
development. Civil society development, forthcoming European integration, transformation towards knowledge-based economy, demographic shifts, strengthened
environmental awareness, increased fiscal concerns and more nuanced views of
growth determine the framework not only for territorial and economic development
itself, but for its management and for the role of the public sector in it as well. The
result is the formulation of new qualitative and quantitative demands and new
opportunities for smart growth.
Although the features distinguishing smart growth in a community can vary from
place to place and from sphere to sphere of community life, in general, smart growth
means to invest time, creativity and resources in innovative solutions, restoring
community and developing vital local and regional economy delivering sustainable
working places and meeting available labour market potential.
This book shows the potential of the public sector in the Central, South and
South Eastern European countries represented by national, regional and local governmental and self-governmental bodies, public institutions, non-governmental
organisations, groups of activists and professionals to help communities to identify
and leverage community assets to create sustainable policies, plans and practices
reflecting dynamic development and unique framework preconditions and challenges in new innovative planning and development concepts.
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Introduction

Chapter 2 “Innovations and changing role of public sector in spatial development
strategies” discusses the problems and challenges for local and regional development in Central and Eastern European Countries resulting from the global transformation processes of the society and economy accelerated by the transition process
in the majority of the countries in Central and Eastern Europe. The authors address
societal and economic transformation processes framing the innovations and changing the role of the public sector in spatial development strategies, challenges for
economic and territorial development relevant for new definition of the role of the
public sector related to the development as the object of the policy and related to the
process of the governance and decision-making. The chapter shows that the identified deep changes and principal challenges need proper response in the content and
in the processes of the elaboration of spatial development strategies as integrative
and integrated strategies as well as particular strategies for the development of spatial relevant fields of societal life. Conceptual innovations have to be followed by
the substantial, instrumental and processual innovations reaching from institutional
via behavioural up to technological as it is shown in the following chapters.
Chapter 3 “Spatial planning policies and the integration models as a means for a
better delivery of services of general interest” is devoted to new approaches of the
services of general interest (SGI) provision, especially in remote mountain territories and border areas. Harsh economic conditions, population ageing, dispersed
settlement and the geomorphology hinder the provision and supply of the SGI in
these territories. In order to overcome this deficiency, new approaches of the SGI
provision should be sought and identified. Therefore, spatial planning and sectorial
policies and the related models of integration (sectors, actors, funds, services, policies, etc.) were investigated. The analysis of the coverage of the SGI in the spatial
planning and other (space related) sectorial policies documents (regulations, strategies, plans, guidelines, etc.) was done in five Alpine countries (Italy, Switzerland,
Austria, France and Slovenia). Similarities and distinctions among those five countries are entirely discussed.
Chapter 4 “Utilising endogenous potentials via regional policy-led development
initiatives in (post-) industrial regions of Central Europe” analyses the ways how
place-based endogenous potentials are conceptualised and used, particularly in the
local and regional context. Places characterised as non-
agglomeration, (post-)
industrial regions in Central Europe, often situated in the spatial peripheries, are in
the spotlight. This contribution highlights governance issues and the valorisation of
endogenous development potentials by different policy levels, discussing agenda
setting and implementation. The authors argue that utilising potentials is streamlined top-down via various policy frameworks, which are in turn mediated by local
and regional governance settings, adapting and translating these programmes into
practical, regional and local actions, and thereby creating important learning effects
for the regions.
Chapter 5 “Energy sensitive spatial planning as a public sector tool towards sustainable economic and territorial development” is focused on sustainable energy
transition, which is increasingly regarded as a key topic of both policy and research
in the EU context of the global process towards sustainable development. By link-
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ing diverse sociocultural contexts and setting a particular focus on the local governance level, the chapter discusses current results of ongoing ECHOES project
(HORIZON 2020) with regard to the literature review on energy planning and management and the discussions undertaken within three preliminary focus groups in
Bulgaria. The authors then relate them to the findings of an accomplished university
research project in the University of Architecture, Civil Engineering and Geodesy
(UACEG) in Sofia, aimed at developing a framework for evaluation of the relevance
and effectiveness of strategic planning documents applied at the local/municipal
level in Bulgaria to sustainable development requirements.
Chapter 6 “Determining land values by location: supporting public valuation
expert committees in the provision of market transparency” is focused on land values which reflect the spatial location within a territory. Different criteria like economic situation or social condition are discussed. A consistent method of determining
land values nationwide for all locations increases the provision of a high market
transparency. Comprehensive decision-making basis for all market participants as
well as for the public sector is a precondition for effective management of spatial
development. The practical implication of the concept is shown in the case of
Germany.
Chapter 7 “Forest commons as a model for territorial governance” refers to the
territorial governance patterns generating perspective, place-based and highly
adaptable models. Most territorial governance studies take a socio-institutional or
spatial planning perspective. Still, territorial governance happens in and through
other policy domains—this chapter examines ecosystem-based forest commons’
governance. Resilience of forest commons as resources and as institutions leads the
society towards sustainable territorial development at local and global scales. The
illustration of this account comes through exploring the Albanian model of forest
commons within a river basin. The model embodies ecosystem values besides utilitarian ones and discusses the dimensions of territorial governance for forest commons. Evidence is collected through visual surveys, interviews and focus groups
systematically researching a number of commons’ variables of endurance and
functionality.
Chapter 8 “The role of leadership in the current contexts of Central European
planning culture” is devoted to the relation between two of the most significant soft
factors in spatial development, namely leadership and planning culture. The roles of
planners have been recently dramatically modified—from the position of the designers of the future towards the mediators and leaders of the development processes.
Understanding of cultural dynamics, the ability to develop a clear vision of the
desired planning culture based on the democratic leadership and its active fostering
should be an essential competence of any planner. It has been shown that highly
profiled planning cultures based on the active leadership generating typical set of
principles, values and approaches play an important role in the spatial development
of any territory. This chapter introduces fundamental theoretical and methodological models of planning cultures and tries to investigate and define specific features
and characteristics of Central European planning culture, including the field of
leadership.
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Chapter 9 “Urban transformation - cultural heritage and local economic development: the public sector on the battlefront?” investigates the phenomena of historical
cities in Central and Eastern Europe beyond the booming metropolis, facing stagnation or decline of population and economic development. These cities might regain
their competitiveness, but the existing building stock does not often meet the needs
of housing or retail. Peculiarities of coordination process between the public and the
private sector as well as within the public sector necessary to solve the conflict
between cultural heritage preservation and local economic development are examined in the case of city of Görlitz. This chapter reflects the first experiences from
matrix assessing balance between heritage preservation and urban development.
“Social innovation and sustainable economic development: participatory tourism
destination management” is the main scope of chapter 10. This chapter addresses
the role of bottom-up innovation to support sustainable local development, in particular in local tourism development, and introduces the case study of Gramsh, a
remote Albanian region. This case shows that sustainable tourism can be developed
in peripheral territories with typical problems like high rate of unemployment, lack
of infrastructure, emigration, lack of investments and rather weak local government.
Bottom-up driven tourism innovation strengthens the endogenous development
potential. Such an approach fosters local identity formation and self-identification
of the citizens with their own territory and local resources. Gramsh case study is a
valuable contribution to searching for sustainable tourism management models, not
only in the Western Balkans.
Chapter 11 deals with “Professional capacity building as the public sector intervention towards sustainable economic and territorial development” and introduces
a key study devoted to knowledge hubs network for energy efficiency. This chapter
is focused on the public sector role in professional capacity building necessary for
the improvement of energy efficiency in the building sector at the national and local
level, which has direct implications for the territorial and urban planning and the
design of the national strategic documents and programmes targeted to the residential buildings. It brings together the results achieved by four consecutive EU-financed
projects in reforming of the outdated training practices and implementation of
nearly zero-energy building (NZEB) in Bulgaria and, consequently, in other countries in Eastern and Southern Europe.
Chapter 12 “The public in search of identity: new symbolism in urban spaces. A
study of central squares of Balkan capitals” is devoted to thorough analysis of the
process of building new political and cultural identities in the Western Balkans. This
chapter presents a study of identity formation, specifically how identity in the four
Western Balkan countries is expressed in significant place. The alterations of central
squares of capitals, regarded as tangible expressions of national identity, have been
studied in four small countries: Albania, Kosovo, Macedonia and Montenegro. The
study focuses on how selective remembrance and active forgetting played a role in
the development of main squares, how ambiguous spaces have been created with
also banal practices and how the squares can be seen in view of globalised identities
and cultural hybridities. Cases of cities of Tirana, Pristina, Podgorica and Skopje
illustrate this process.
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Last chapter “Professional associations as public actors in the formulation and
implementation of spatial development policies. Key study monitoring and evaluation standard for the urban environment of Sofia” deals with the gradual shifts of the
role of planning profession, its institutions and planning in general in Bulgaria. It
introduces the conceptual context of the transactive planning in spatial development
and lower level institutional thickness. Thorough analysis of the key studies of the
Association of Bulgarian Urban and Regional Planners (ABURP) demonstration
projects “Share the Neighbourhood” and “Set an Urban Standard” in Sofia is the
main scope of this chapter.
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