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Foreword

This is the sixth book in the Springer Series on Research in Networked Learning 
and it is based on selected papers from the tenth International Networked Learning 
Conference held in Lancaster in 2016. The series focuses on contemporary issues 
and concerns in networked learning theory, pedagogy and practice, and this book is 
another excellent contribution to the series.

The Networked Learning Conference itself was established in 1998, and some 
20 years later we may ask the question – as indeed this book does – to what extent 
has the discourse of networked learning influenced educational practice? The success 
of the Conference and the associated Springer Book Series on Research in Networked 
Learning have undoubtedly led to networked learning making a significant contribu-
tion to thinking about the purpose of higher education in a digitally connected world. 
As the editors of this latest contribution to the book series point out, networked learn-
ing continues to position itself within current discussions and debates, and is now 
seen to be a distinct and important area of higher education research.

This latest addition to the book series helps us recognise that networked learning 
continues to contribute to our understanding of what learning mediated and sup-
ported by technology looks like in both formal and informal learning situations. The 
key values and characteristics of networked learning of learning community, con-
nections, reflexivity, criticality, collaboration and relational dialogue persist as key 
areas of interest in many of the chapters. They are the source of inspiration for many 
networked learning researchers and practitioners, as well as being the focus for the 
examination of the practice of networked learning.

This latest book helps us characterise the field of networked learning today, and 
presents some challenges for future research and practice. Collectively, the chapters 
situate networked learning within contemporary ideas on learning and teaching, and 
within the broader field of higher education research and practice. This book pro-
vides an opportunity to reflect and look back at some important concerns that have 
occurred over the past 20 years, and to consider some of the potential future chal-
lenges. In the concluding chapter, the editors of this book take the opportunity to 
provide a critical analysis of the contents and identify significant emerging issues 
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for future research and practice, including learning spaces; mobility; forms of  
openness; difference in student learning experience; social justice; and criticality.

In reading the chapters, it is clear to see that there is a healthy diversity of opinion 
on some of the details and perspectives of networked learning, which continue to be 
critically debated. However, it is equally evident that those values that underpinned 
networked learning in the early conferences endure and suffuse the fabric of this 
book. We recommend this book to all researchers and practitioners of networked 
learning and beyond.

Vivien Hodgson and David McConnell
Series Editors

Foreword
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