Research in Networked Learning

Series Editors
Vivien Hodgson
David McConnell

More information about this series at http://www.springer.com/series/11810


http://www.springer.com/series/11810

Nina Bonderup Dohn ¢ Susan Cranmer
Julie-Ann Sime ¢ Maarten de Laat
Thomas Ryberg

Editors

Networked Learning

Reflections and Challenges

@ Springer



Editors

Nina Bonderup Dohn Susan Cranmer

Department of Design and Communication Department of Educational Research

University of Southern Denmark Lancaster University

Kolding, Denmark Lancaster, UK

Julie-Ann Sime Maarten de Laat

Department of Educational Research Department of Learning

Lancaster University Teaching, and Curriculum

Lancaster, UK University of Wollongong
Wollongong, NSW, Australia

Thomas Ryberg

Department of Communication

and Psychology

Aalborg University

Aalborg, Denmark

Research in Networked Learning
ISBN 978-3-319-74856-6 ISBN 978-3-319-74857-3  (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-74857-3

Library of Congress Control Number: 2018941103

© Springer International Publishing AG, part of Springer Nature 2018

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved by the Publisher, whether the whole or part of
the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation,
broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information
storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology
now known or hereafter developed.

The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.

The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this book
are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the authors or the
editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to the material contained herein or for any errors
or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims
in published maps and institutional affiliations.

Printed on acid-free paper
This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer International Publishing AG part

of Springer Nature.
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-74857-3

Foreword

This is the sixth book in the Springer Series on Research in Networked Learning
and it is based on selected papers from the tenth International Networked Learning
Conference held in Lancaster in 2016. The series focuses on contemporary issues
and concerns in networked learning theory, pedagogy and practice, and this book is
another excellent contribution to the series.

The Networked Learning Conference itself was established in 1998, and some
20 years later we may ask the question — as indeed this book does — to what extent
has the discourse of networked learning influenced educational practice? The success
of the Conference and the associated Springer Book Series on Research in Networked
Learning have undoubtedly led to networked learning making a significant contribu-
tion to thinking about the purpose of higher education in a digitally connected world.
As the editors of this latest contribution to the book series point out, networked learn-
ing continues to position itself within current discussions and debates, and is now
seen to be a distinct and important area of higher education research.

This latest addition to the book series helps us recognise that networked learning
continues to contribute to our understanding of what learning mediated and sup-
ported by technology looks like in both formal and informal learning situations. The
key values and characteristics of networked learning of learning community, con-
nections, reflexivity, criticality, collaboration and relational dialogue persist as key
areas of interest in many of the chapters. They are the source of inspiration for many
networked learning researchers and practitioners, as well as being the focus for the
examination of the practice of networked learning.

This latest book helps us characterise the field of networked learning today, and
presents some challenges for future research and practice. Collectively, the chapters
situate networked learning within contemporary ideas on learning and teaching, and
within the broader field of higher education research and practice. This book pro-
vides an opportunity to reflect and look back at some important concerns that have
occurred over the past 20 years, and to consider some of the potential future chal-
lenges. In the concluding chapter, the editors of this book take the opportunity to
provide a critical analysis of the contents and identify significant emerging issues
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for future research and practice, including learning spaces; mobility; forms of
openness; difference in student learning experience; social justice; and criticality.

In reading the chapters, it is clear to see that there is a healthy diversity of opinion
on some of the details and perspectives of networked learning, which continue to be
critically debated. However, it is equally evident that those values that underpinned
networked learning in the early conferences endure and suffuse the fabric of this
book. We recommend this book to all researchers and practitioners of networked
learning and beyond.

Vivien Hodgson and David McConnell
Series Editors
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