Politics of Gross National Happiness

Kent Schroeder

Politics of Gross
National Happiness
Governance and Development in Bhutan

Kent Schroeder
Humber College
Toronto
ON, Canada

ISBN 978-3-319-65387-7
ISBN 978-3-319-65388-4 (eBook)
https://doi.org/ 10.1007/978-3-319-65388-4
Library of Congress Control Number: 2017949459
© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2018
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights
of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction
on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and
retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology
now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and
information in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication.
Neither the publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied,
with respect to the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have
been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published
maps and institutional affiliations.
Cover illustration: © John Rawsterne/patternhead.com
Printed on acid-free paper
This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by Springer Nature
The registered company is Springer International Publishing AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

For Korice

Acknowledgements

Numerous people were instrumental in the process of writing this book.
I would like to thank Craig Johnson at the University of Guelph for his
wide-ranging insights that helped shape the earlier thesis version of this
work. Adam Sneyd, Barry Smit, and Brian Woodrow also played pivotal roles. Jordi Díez of the University of Guelph and Arjan de Haan
of IDRC provided useful critique as part of the thesis defence. I would
also like to thank John Lewis, Randy Schroeder, Heidi Karst, and Korice
Moir for reading and commenting on draft versions of the book. Thank
you as well to the anonymous reviewer whose comments helped provide
greater coherence to the argument. I would also like to thank Michael
Hatton, without whom my interest in Bhutan and Gross National
Happiness might have never emerged.
I owe a great debt to the many people in Bhutan who took the time
to take part in the research. Their candour, openness, and grace made
the research process an unforgettable one. I would also like to thank the
Royal Institute of Management, and former Director Karma Tshering in
particular, for hosting me. The data collection process could not have
occurred as it did without the efficient and effective logistical work carried out by Lebo. I also owe an enormous debt to Jit Tshering. No
thank you is large enough to represent my gratitude to Jit for his advice,
support, and guidance. The nature of the book's content and any errors
within it are my own.

vii

viii

Acknowledgements

And finally, the biggest debt of gratitude is owed to Korice, my own
source of happiness, for putting up with all this. Tonight I’ll be home by
5pm.
This work was carried out with the aid of a grant from the International
Development Research Centre, Ottawa, Canada. Information on the
Centre is available on the Web at idrc.ca.

Contents

1 Introduction		1
2 Gross National Happiness		21
3 Governance and Gross National Happiness		33
4 The Last Shangri-La?		51
5 Wrestling and Cigarettes		75
6 I Will Die Before You Cut My Land		97
7 Emerging Ambiguity		115
8 Conclusion: Complex Power, Cultural Values, and
Governance		133
Index		153

ix

