New Security Challenges
Series Editor
George Christou
Department of Politics and International Relations
University of Warwick
Coventry, United Kingdom

The last decade has demonstrated that threats to security vary greatly in
their causes and manifestations and that they invite interest and demand
responses from the social sciences, civil society, and a very broad policy
community. In the past, the avoidance of war was the primary objective,
but with the end of the Cold War the retention of military defence as the
centrepiece of international security agenda became untenable. There has
been, therefore, a signiﬁcant shift in emphasis away from traditional
approaches to security to a new agenda that talks of the softer side of
security, in terms of human security, economic security, and environmental security. The topical New Security Challenges series reﬂects this pressing political and research agenda.

More information about this series at
http://www.springer.com/series/14732

Christopher Spearin

Private Military and
Security Companies
and States
Force Divided

Christopher Spearin
Department of Defence Studies
Royal Military College of Canada/Canadian Forces College
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

New Security Challenges
ISBN 978-3-319-54902-6
DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-54903-3

ISBN 978-3-319-54903-3 (eBook)

Library of Congress Control Number: 2017937909
© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2017
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, speciﬁcally the rights of
translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on
microﬁlms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and
retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology
now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a speciﬁc statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information
in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the
publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to
the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The
publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional afﬁliations.
Cover illustration: Christopher Kontoes/Getty
Printed on acid-free paper
This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by Springer Nature
The registered company is Springer International Publishing AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

For my family

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

During the writing of this book, I learned that more is required than just
the blood, sweat, and (occasional) tears of the author. Help is required to
make manageable the mountains of material collected. In this regard,
I would like to acknowledge the efforts of the research assistants who
helped me cope: Kaitlin Bardswich, Kimberly Lawton, and Noelle Morris.
I also learned that your colleagues in your ﬁeld aid you through their
support, their interest, their critiques, and their own work which serves as
an inspiration. Amongst the many accomplished people in the ﬁeld of
military and security privatization, I wish to identify the following individuals for their assistance (provided knowingly or not): Joakim Berndtsson,
Patrick Cullen, Molly Dunigan, Christopher Kinsey, Elke Krahmann,
Anna Leander, Ulrich Petersohn, and Gary Schaub.
To test out ideas, I learned the importance of constant engagement
through conference papers and other publication avenues. As such, I wish
to thank the many conference and panel organizers and journal editors
who helped me to hone my thinking. At the very least, these folks
indirectly helped with the creation of this book. As for more direct
assistance, I wish to acknowledge that some of the material on privateering
in Chapter 3 was initially published in the Naval War College Review.
To allow an author to employ talented and dedicated research assistants,
to interact with clever colleagues, to reﬁne his or her thinking, I learned
about the vital importance of funding. As such, I am grateful for the
ﬁnancial assistance provided to me through generous grants from both
the Royal Military College of Canada and the Social Sciences and

vii

viii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC Standard Research
Grant 410-2009-0259).
Courses must still be taught and service duties must still be performed
while writing a book, and as such, I learned the importance of having a
supportive home institution – for me the Department of Defence Studies
of the Royal Military College of Canada located at the Canadian Forces
College in Toronto. Departmental colleagues help you, through their
insights, their advice, and the example of their own professionalism, to
balance your various professorial requirements alongside working on a
major project. My thanks, therefore, go particularly to the following
“hall-mates”: Adam Chapnick, Barbara Falk, Chris Madsen, Paul
Mitchell, Al Okros, Eric Ouellet, and Craig Stone. Additionally, I want
to recognize the unwavering support of Cathy Murphy and her highly
capable staff in the Canadian Forces College’s Information Resources
Centre. Their “boosterism” is always well received, and they helped me
amass some of the aforementioned mountains of material.
Finally, one thing that I already knew before launching this project is
that I had a great family. I appreciate immensely the love, support, and
encouragement I received from my family members as I tackled the
writing of this book. To my parents, Don and Jean Spearin, my wife,
Margaret Blenkhorn, and my son, Devon, I dedicate this book to you.
***
Military and security privatization has captured my interest since the
1990s. I have “stuck” with this subject because it is one that keeps on
giving, whether through changing locales, arising new challenges, the
entrepreneurial spirit of practitioners, or the varying state conceptions of
Private Military and Security Companies as complicating factors, useful
tools, and valuable partners. I hope that this book, by advancing understanding, gives a little back.

CONTENTS

1 Introduction

1

2 Conventional Forces Norm

23

3 Mercenaries, Privateers, and Chartered Companies

57

4 Land Power and PMSCs

89

5 Sea Power and PMSCs

127

6 Air Power and PMSCs

169

7 Conclusion

203

Index

217

ix

LIST

APC
BIMCO
BMA
BMP
CAF
CDF
CIA
CTF
EIC
EO
EU
FAA
FNLA
FOB
ICS
IMB
IMO
IRTC
ISO
NATO
NGO
OAU
PMSC
PVI
RAF
RMA
RUF

OF

ABBREVIATIONS

Armoured Personnel Carrier
Baltic and International Maritime Council
Bahamas Maritime Authority
Best Management Practices
Canadian Armed Forces
Civil Defence Force
Central Intelligence Agency
Combined Task Force
East India Company
Executive Outcomes
European Union
Angolan Armed Forces
National Front for the Liberation of Angola
Forward Operating Base
International Chamber of Shipping
International Maritime Bureau
International Maritime Organization
International Recommended Transit Corridor
International Organization for Standardization
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Non-Governmental Organization
Organization of African Unity
Private Military and Security Company
Protection Vessels International
Royal Air Force
Revolution in Military Affairs
Revolutionary United Front
xi

xii

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

SADF
SALW
SAMI
SANDF
SAS
SHADE
UAV
UNCLOS
UNITA
USAF
USN
VPD

South African Defence Force
Small Arms and Light Weapons
Security Association for the Maritime Industry
South African National Defence Force
Special Air Service
Shared Awareness and Deconﬂiction
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
Union for the Total Independence of Angola
United States Air Force
United States Navy
Vessel Protection Detachment

