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v

 Th is research study gave me the opportunity to meet 30 people—all self- 
declared Muslims—in Australia and Germany who willingly told me 
their life stories as committed citizens, sharing with me their personal 
experiences and beliefs, their passion, hopes and joys as well as their con-
cerns, anger and frustration. I owe these people my deepest gratitude. 
Th is study would not have been possible without their contributions. 
I also feel humbled by the conversations with these 30 people, who are 
dedicated to ‘be good human beings’ for the benefi t of others. Th anks to 
these conversations, this study has become much more than an academic 
exercise, and I sincerely hope that my participants’ compassion and opti-
mism will stay with me as a reminder of how one’s personal resilience and 
commitment to a peaceful diverse society can overcome ignorance and 
hostility, and eventually lead to recognition and appreciation of all people 
regardless of their background or religion. 

 I also feel indebted to all those who off ered their invaluable support, 
encouragement and critical comments during this research. My thanks 
go in particular to Shahram Akbarzadeh, Helen Sullivan and Michael 
Herbert. And there is of course my family—Erika and my son Basti, who 
was born just months after the project started and who is now old enough 
to ask me all these questions about why Muslim women “don’t want oth-
ers to see their hair”. My answer is: “You have to ask them, I’m sure they 
are happy to tell you.”  
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