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Foreword

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
Hearing this every author must take heart. The only tool of the profession is primordial and divine. ‘In the beginning was the Word’ should be the tattoo on every
author’s forearm.
Of course, even if the word was the beginning, it does not mean that words are
eternal. Nevertheless, in an ephemeral world surely many who like to write are
comforted by the thought that what is written is something durable. A love letter
may surface long after love has died. Yet, the lost emotion is glued to the words, be
they simple or sophisticated.
Every book has an aspiration, and the aspiration is carried by words. They may
not be immortal, but they are instigators, comforters, unsettlers, dumb, wise, sweet,
sour, dreamy or crass. The words are not immortal, but as they provoke emotion,
reasoning and action, they lead to something immortal, because every emotion and
every action that result will reverberate forever, dimmer and dimmer with time that
is true, but still forever. Each word has its own butterfly effect!
The book I have written seeks to hold the mirror of immortality to our value
systems. By doing so rich colours come out, rather than the black and white of death
(bad) and immortality (good). The book holds no claim to immortality for itself, but
hopes to have set free a many-splendoured butterfly!
The responsibility for infelicities and errors in this book is mine and mine alone.
However, should you find the book entertaining or of some utility, much of the
credit goes to my friend and colleague Marco Aliberti. When I had done the first
draft, I asked Marco to review it, which he did enthusiastically. And back he came
with new ideas, new sources, lots and lots of learning and wisdom. It is true to say
that often I turned his inspiration into something quite different from what he
intended, which he accepted gracefully, but without Marco’s prompting, so many
interesting ideas and issues would have been missed.
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Foreword

The fantastic feature of family is how it earths and at the same time gives wings!
I am immensely grateful for the fulfilment my wife and daughters have given me.
I learn from their common sense, their hunger for knowledge and their boundless
imagination, and I hope this book is a decent reflection of what I have learned from
them; from my parents, so fearless and restless in their inquiry; and from so many
others. No man is an island – and I least of all!
Vienna
July 2nd, 2015

Peter Hulsroj
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