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Series Preface

When Denis Diderot started the ﬁrst encyclopedia in the eighteenth century, it
was a groundbreaking and timely event. It was the time of the Enlightenment,
and knowledge was seen as something which was to be spread to many and to
build upon by creating new knowledge. His ambition was to bring all available
knowledge together in one series of books so that every person who could read
has access to all there is to know. Nowadays, in a time of easily accessible
knowledge, the question is whether there is still need of an encyclopedia. It is
obvious that the amount of knowledge is such that it is not possible to bring it
all together in one encyclopedia. One may argue that the Internet is the
encyclopedia of today, but that misses an important point of Diderot, a point
that is probably even more valid today. He created a team that valued information and selected what was worth to be presented in the encyclopedia. He
recognized that science is not a democratic process where the majority decides
what is true and valuable, but rather a growing body of knowledge in which
radical ideas from individuals may bring about huge changes, even though
most would reject these new ideas in the beginning. Indeed, the Internet lacks
such authority and it is not easy to select valuable information from nonsense,
especially when one is not an expert in a certain ﬁeld.
It is therefore that an encyclopedia is only as good as the team that creates
it. It goes without saying the team that is responsible for the Encyclopedia of
Pathology consists of recognized experts in the ﬁeld. Pathology is a growing
medical discipline in which the amount of information is probably already
more than that the whole encyclopedia of Diderot contained. For experts in
subspecialties within pathology, it is already almost impossible to keep an
overview on new developments and to select relevant from less relevant new
information. There are plenty of textbooks for every disease group, and
scientiﬁc literature is available for most pathologists through PubMed or
GoogleScholar. What is lacking is a systematic overview of what we know
in an alphabetical order, easily accessible to all. The encyclopedia of pathology
ﬁlls that gap. It is written by experts with the general pathologist in mind and
also specialist from other disciplines. It will consist of a series of volumes on
subspecialties, and when it is completed there will be an online version
combining these. Yearly updates from the online version is foreseen and
readers are welcome to provide suggestions for improvement. These will be
judged by the editorial team in order to keep the encyclopedia authoritative yet
using the expertise of many.
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Finally, it is my hope that the encyclopedia will grow into a reliable body of
knowledge in pathology, enabling communication though a common language, and that it will grow and adapt to new developments.
Nijmegen, The Netherlands
May 2020

J. H. J. M. van Krieken
Series Editor

Volume Preface

The encyclopedia describes in a clear and concise way the diseases of the
genito-urinary tract organs and provides key features for pathologic diagnosis
including both histopathology and immunohistochemistry; it also provides
representative histological pictures to illustrate key diagnostic features.
The encyclopedia deals with the topics of uropathology and covers the
genito-urinary tract organs thus providing detailed descriptions including
ranging from normal histology to histopathological expression of diseases of
male genital organs and the urinary tract. Both, tumor and non-tumor lesions
and diseases are described in this reference work.
The encyclopedia has been structured according to the alphabetical order of
the diseases, which allows a very practical access. This alphabetical list
facilitates description, in unique chapters, of the diseases with analogous
name and similar histologic features arising in different organs of the genitourinary tract. The reader is easily enticed to understand the differences and the
similarities of the different lesions and diseases in a synoptic way emphasizing
similar histological features in different organs of the genito-urinary tract.
This original structuring of the different lesions and diseases in alphabetical
order is unusual for pathology encyclopedias yet seems to be practical and
produces a unique resource that can be a valuable tool for easy access and
study not only for uropathologists but also for medical students, fellows,
surgeons, radiotherapists, oncologists, urologists, dermatologists, and biomedical researchers when dealing with disciplines that need the background
knowledge of pathology of the male genital and urinary tracts.
The alphabetical order of the diseases and the concise description of
histologic features will provide all readers the knowledge necessary for differential diagnosis of urological diseases and bestow basic skills to the clinicians and researchers dealing with disciplines which require knowledge of
urological pathology.
Each entry includes the basic epidemiology and clinical signs and symptoms, gross and histological features, relevant immunohistochemical characteristics, and molecular data. Histological pictures help clarify the microscopic
ﬁndings and understand the differential diagnosis for genito-urinary tract
diseases. In addition, the differential diagnosis of tumor diseases of the urinary
tract in both genders has also been described in the text.
Uropathology is a growing discipline, and new information from emerging
molecular data that is important for diagnosis or therapy of a patient has been
included in the description of the speciﬁc diseases.
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Besides worldwide experts in pathology of prostate, bladder, kidney, and
testis, experts from other associated disciplines have been involved in the
project. Researchers from major medical centers, coming from disciplines
related with uropathology such as molecular biologists, soft tissue pathologists, dermatopathologists, hematopathologists, and gynecopathologists, collaborated in order to create this unique encyclopedia.
The encyclopedia summarizes the knowledge of diagnostic uropathology
and includes the most recent data from the literature.
As editors Uropathology, we are deeply in debt to the distinguished panel of
experts who have collectively contributed to achieve the aims of this volume
with personal effort and patience to write chapters according to encyclopedia
template.
We also thank Professor van Krieken, Editor-in-Chief, and the editorial
team at Springer for their support during the preparation of this encyclopedia.
Florence, Italy
Lisbon, Portugal
May 2020

Maria Rosaria Raspollini
Antonio Lopez-Beltran
Volume Editors
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