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Preface

The ideas behind this book stemmed from the South Yorkshire 2014
Police and Crime Commissioner by-election. In many ways this election
felt different from others. After the media circus over the Rotherham
child abuse scandal and the very public resignation of the incumbent
PCC, Shaun Wright, the lack of media attention placed upon finding
Wright’s successor was noticeable for its absence.
Akin to this the campaign felt markedly different. There was a noticeable lack of campaign literature and at the start of the campaign the
Liberal Democrats—Britain’s third-largest party and the junior coalition
partners in national government—publicly denounced the elections and
refused to stand a candidate. Such a public denouncement of a policy
that the party helped to pass just three years earlier as part of the coalition government seemed remarkable. Yet this did not get the same publicity/attention as other U-turns (for example over tuition fees).
The question “who cares” is one that is often misused to denote
anger or frustration at the convergence of the UK’s main two parties
upon the centre ground. Yet within this election the same question could
aptly be asked in a literal sense. In the case of the PCC election it was
not just large parts of the electorate that seemed not to care (or to care
less than in other elections) but also some political parties and the media.
This encouraged me to ask to what extent do different actors engage
with (or care about) different elections? And how can we understand or
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conceptualise such differences in the levels of salience that are offered to
elections? The book offers a methodological approach to answer these
questions.
Elements and ideas of this book have developed over the five years
since the 2014 by-election. I have been fortunate to receive advice on
this project and elements within it from colleagues who have been generous with their time and comments. In particular I would like to thank
Justin Fisher, Toby James and Stuart Wilks-Heeg and an anonymous
reviewer for their help and advice on the designing and implementation
of this study. Whilst these comments helped shape the methodology of
the book any errors in its design or implementation are mine alone.
York, UK

Christopher Kirkland
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