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Preface

Despite over four decades of scholarly and activist commitments to
examining and responding to violence against women, there remain significant gaps in knowledge in relation to specific groups of women who
experience violence by men. In particular, despite the increase of intersectionality as a guiding principle in feminist research, taking sensitivity
to the importance of gender, class and ethnicity in women’s risk of victimisation and lived experiences of violence, age has been all but ignored
in the majority of these efforts. However, there has been a slow and
steady increase in research examining abuse of older people, though this
is spread across a range of disciplines and fields, including elder abuse,
domestic and intimate partner violence, eldercide and sexual violence.
The lack of an easily identifiable body of work has not gone unnoticed,
and there have been calls to bring together the existing, cross-disciplinary
research into one place. This edited collection aims to address this gap by
drawing the empirical work of a range of researchers and activists working broadly in the areas of violence against older women.
This collection is an important starting point for future research,
theory and practice. I am grateful to the contributors who have shared
their research findings, conceptual and theoretical ideas and case study
v
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examples in the pages of this book. I would like to thank my colleagues at Durham University; in the Law School, the Department of
Sociology and in the Centre for Research into Violence and Abuse for
advice, guidance and support. A special thanks to my husband (David),
dog (Rufus) and my lovely parents for their continuing support (and
patience!).
Durham, UK

Hannah Bows
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