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Early childhood education in many countries has been built upon a strong tradition
of a materially rich and active play-based pedagogy and environment. Yet what has
become visible within the profession, is essentially a Western view of childhood
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• Explore policy imperatives which shape and have shaped how early childhood
education is enacted across countries
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• Examine the theoretical informants driving pedagogy and practice, and seek to
find alternative perspectives from those that dominate many Western heritage
countries
• Critique assessment practices and consider a broader set of ways of measuring
children’s learning
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will be critical and international (not Western-centric).
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the borders of the subareas of educational science and thus permeate and are intertwined with each other.
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