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Foreword

It is refreshing, but amenable, to write the foreword to this book—the
chapters of this edited book give hope to a new stream in studying Russian
public diplomacy in the twenty-first century. Indeed, new sociological,
cultural, economic and religious trends enable us to change diplomatic
practice. The very fact of it attracting a new generation of diplomatic practitioners enables us to review the established orthodoxy of ideas and start
using parallel fields of the broad foreign policy practice. The very range of
topics covered and analysed in the book confirms it.
Public diplomacy pushes the boundaries of a common vision, changes
the contrasts of the reflection and the thoughts about the international
community. Writing about national interests, we judge about it not only
from the Russian position but also from broader European or Asian position. This intrigues me a lot!
Political culture may be a very promising research field. Public diplomacy (PD) somehow reflects the overall situation of current East-West
relationships. It stands to reason that PD publications reflect the discourse
of Eastern and Western international relations (IR) scholars. As for now,
the Russian “turn to Eurasia” is becoming a dominant feature of Russian
foreign policy. Not only a few European but also more Asian partners tend
to be the newly emerging trend for Russia. This implies the need for more
Asian-oriented scholars, visits, topics and engagement. What it means is
not that the European agenda is any less important; it rather means that
Russia is slowly and purposefully changing its course differently from its
previous historical practice. It will take decades for Russian PD to gradually succeed in its new course.
v
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There are numerous factors, such as scientific and people exchanges,
exact science, history, philosophy and law, which influence a country’s
relations. Maybe PD would adjust to new world trends? Maybe it would
offer diplomats of the East and West new ideas of dealing with crises in
such countries as Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and Libya? Or would it offer
new track II ideas on the strategic arms negotiations?
Public diplomacy is receiving a much greater deal of attention in the
spheres of research and teaching owing to its growing importance and
significance among students and researchers in Russian universities. This
book has been compiled by prominent PD scholars and practitioners, representing a multitude of different disciplines and perspectives. New trends,
ideas and problems are covered in it. Public diplomacy is a Russian soft
power instrument, and this book offers its own vision of this correlation.
Chairman of the International Trends editorial
board, President of the Academic Forum on
International Relations, Distinguished Scholar
of Russia
November 2018

Alexey Bogaturov
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Praise for Russia’s Public Diplomacy
“This book is of paramount importance in the prevailing international situation.”
—Igor Khalevinskiy, Chairman, Association of Russian Diplomats, Russia
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