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Preface

Writing from the perspective of the nineteenth century, Horace Mann
believed that education, beyond any other device of human origin, was the
great equalizer of the conditions of men—the balance-wheel, as he put it,
of the social machinery. Mann, the newly appointed secretary of America’s
first board of education, was thinking locally but also globally. He would
visit every American state to observe its education systems first-hand, and,
in 1843, he traveled to Europe with a similar mission. Even then, visionary
educators were looking to the future, and the future was international. Two
centuries have passed, but his broadly held conviction remains steadfast.
Knowledge is a great equalizer, and the migration of education is indeed a
balance-wheel of international social machinery. Around this idea has
grown a philosophy and a worldwide industry, designed to endorse and
advance global scholarship, with the United States its undisputed leader.
This book tells that story.
To clarify terms and definitions for the reader, a few explanations are
due. The terms “foreign student” and “international student” are used
interchangeably throughout this text. Until the late twentieth century, the
term “foreign” was most-often employed, but later it came to be regarded
by some as politically incorrect. More recently, the term has come back
into fashion. By definition, “foreign student” is more precise, as it simply
means a student from another country. Rather than attempting to weigh
the legitimacy of either term, both are used interchangeably.
Terms for the Middle East also require some explanation. Alternative
terms such as Arab World or Islamic World, which are generally less accurate with regard to ethnicity or religious make-up, do correctly emphasize
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the preeminence of Arabic and Islam in the historical development of the
Middle East’s culture and identity. Early uses of the term “Middle East”
were most often references to the area between Mesopotamia and Burma,
somewhere between what Westerners termed the “Near East” and the
“Far East”—terms that have now fallen into disuse.
One of the first uses of the term Middle East can be found in a 1902
article penned by naval strategist Alfred Thayer Mahan, published in a
British journal called the National Review. In it, Mahan used the term
Middle East to designate the territory between Arabia and India. The
article was reprinted in The Times, followed by 20 more articles by another
author, Sir Ignatius Valentine Chirol, who employed the term for the same
region. The modern definition took shape after World War II, when the
region was partitioned into various nations. In 1957, the Eisenhower
Doctrine described the Middle East as the area between and including
Libya on the west and Pakistan on the east, with Syria and Iraq on the
north and the Arabian Peninsula to the south, plus Sudan and Ethiopia. In
1958, the US State Department further defined the region as including
only Egypt, Syria, Israel, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Bahrain, and Qatar. Today the definition has expanded to include much of
North Africa, and also Iran, thus the acronym MENA (Middle East and
North Africa).
Regarding the use of language, the author’s limited understanding of
Chinese and its many variations will be evident. Where possible and appropriate, Chinese translations or equivalents of names and terms are included.
In the Romanization of Chinese personal names and place names, the
simplified spelling is generally used; however, when relying on older
sources that utilize Wade-Giles or some other Romanization system, the
original spelling has sometimes been retained. In cases where an older
form has become an accepted standard, such as Hong Kong, the popular
term is applied.
Regarding Arabic, the author respectfully borrows Colonel
H.R.P. Dickson’s disclaimer from his 1959 book The Arab of the Desert, A
Glimpse into Badawin Life in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. “I wrote what I
heard,” Dickson said, however far removed from literary forms. “I lay no
claim to a profound knowledge of classical or literary Arabic, and I therefore crave the indulgence of those learned in these matters.”
The purpose of this book is to combine 20 years of research and several
previous publications into a single updated volume that provides an overview of the history of international higher education exchange. It is mostly
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intended for those involved with or interested in the fields of international
higher education exchange or comparative education—faculty, university
administrators, policymakers, support service personnel, exchange program personnel, researchers, admissions officers, advisers, graduate students in international degree programs, foreign student alumni—as they
propel this worldwide enterprise. It is designed to serve as a brief, but
foundational, historical reference, a sequential chronicle of knowledge
migration, and America’s unprecedented legacy of scholarly exchange.
Fayetteville, AR, USA

Teresa Brawner Bevis
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