IMISCOE Research Series

This series is the official book series of IMISCOE, the largest network of excellence
on migration and diversity in the world. It comprises publications which present
empirical and theoretical research on different aspects of international migration.
The authors are all specialists, and the publications a rich source of information for
researchers and others involved in international migration studies.
The series is published under the editorial supervision of the IMISCOE Editorial
Committee which includes leading scholars from all over Europe. The series, which
contains more than eighty titles already, is internationally peer reviewed which
ensures that the book published in this series continue to present excellent academic
standards and scholarly quality. Most of the books are available open access.
For information on how to submit a book proposal, please visit: http://www.
imiscoe.org/publications/how-to-submit-a-book-proposal.
More information about this series at http://www.springer.com/series/13502

Rita Kaša • Inta Mieriņa
Editors

The Emigrant Communities
of Latvia
National Identity, Transnational Belonging,
and Diaspora Politics

Editors
Rita Kaša
Stockholm School of Economics in Riga
Riga, Latvia

Inta Mieriņa
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology
University of Latvia
Riga, Latvia

ISSN 2364-4087	    ISSN 2364-4095 (electronic)
IMISCOE Research Series
ISBN 978-3-030-12091-7    ISBN 978-3-030-12092-4 (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-12092-4
© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2019. This book is an open access publication
Open Access This book is licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits use, sharing,
adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give appropriate
credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons licence and
indicate if changes were made.
The images or other third party material in this book are included in the book’s Creative Commons
licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the book’s
Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the
permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this book
are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the authors or the
editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to the material contained herein or for any errors
or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims
in published maps and institutional affiliations.
This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Switzerland AG.
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

Acknowledgements

This research into Latvia’s emigrant communities in the twenty-first century is the
outcome of a large-scale interdisciplinary research initiative and a collaborative
effort supported by a community. It was the support of the community that made
this study a unique event with lasting value.
First and foremost, the editors of this book and the team of authors wish to thank
all the participants in the research which has led to this publication. We thank our
respondents who shared their views by completing a questionnaire of Latvian emigrants abroad, who entrusted their stories of personal experiences of migration to
our interviews and who encouraged the involvement of friends and relatives in this
study.
Data reflected in this volume were collected in the scope of the research project
The Emigrant Communities of Latvia: National Identity, Transnational Relations,
and Diaspora Politics Nr. 013/0055/1DP/1.1.1.2.0/13/APIA/VIAA/040 funded by
the European Social Fund, carried out under the umbrella of the Institute of
Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia, in cooperation with the Faculty of
Economics and Management. Data collection efforts took place in various countries
where there are Latvians who went abroad after 1991. The breadth of such a research
effort would not have been possible without the ongoing support of the World
Federation of Free Latvians, the European Latvian Association, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia, the Latvian Language Agency, the State
Employment Agency of Latvia, the Latvian Association of Local and Regional
Governments, Latvian diplomatic representations abroad and many other organisations which helped us engage with Latvians abroad. On a personal level, we would
like to extend our special gratitude to Rolands Lappuķe and Pēteris Kārlis Elferts,
the former Special Ambassadors for the Diaspora Affairs of the Republic of Latvia,
for their support from the initial phases until the completion of the project.
Many thanks also go to the social media outlets which provided crucial information support for the survey of emigrants in this research, especially Juris Auzāns and
Jānis Akmentiņš at Draugiem.lv; Kristaps Armanis at TvNET; Ingus Bērziņš and
Anatolijs Golubovs at DELFI; Indulis Bērziņš at Inbox; Daina Gross at latviansonline.

v

vi

Acknowledgements

com, the diaspora media outlet latviesi.com; Anglo-Baltic News; and many others
who distributed information about the survey.
This research project would not have been possible without the excellent support
of our colleagues Aleksandrs Aleksandrovs and Alda Ramāne in project administration. And finally, we express our sincere gratitude to Vincent Hunt for his thoughtful
engagement with this project and for editing the English language throughout this
manuscript.

Contents

1	Introduction����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������    1
Rita Kaša and Inta Mieriņa
Part I Contemporary Latvian Migration
2	An Integrated Approach to Surveying Emigrants Worldwide������������   13
Inta Mieriņa
3	Emigration from Latvia: A Brief History and Driving
Forces in the Twenty-First Century ������������������������������������������������������   35
Mihails Hazans
4	The Complex Identities of Latvians Abroad:
What Shapes a Migrant’s Sense of Belonging? ������������������������������������   69
Ilze Koroļeva
5	Latvian Migrants in Foreign Labour Markets: Job Placement
and Discrimination����������������������������������������������������������������������������������   97
Aivars Tabuns
Part II Case Studies on Transnational and National
Belonging of Migrants
6	Latvian Migrants in Great Britain: ‘The Great Departure’,
Transnational Identity and Long Distance Belonging�������������������������� 119
Mārtiņš Kaprāns
7	Growing Up to Belong Transnationally: Parent Perceptions
on Identity Formation Among Latvian Emigrant
Children in England�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 145
Daiga Kamerāde and Ieva Skubiņa

vii

viii

Contents

8	Manoeuvring in Between: Mapping Out the Transnational
Identity of Russian-Speaking Latvians in Sweden
and Great Britain ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 163
Iveta Jurkane-Hobein and Evija Kļave
9	Cultural and Media Identity Among Latvian
Migrants in Germany������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 183
Laura Sūna
10	Latvian Emigrants in the United States: Different Waves,
Different Identities? �������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 203
Andris Saulītis and Inta Mieriņa
11	‘I Am One of Them’: Exploring the Communication
of Identity of Latvian Migrants on Social Networking Sites���������������� 231
Ianis Bucholtz and Laura Sūna
Part III Return Migration and Policies of the Sending Country
12	Return Migration Process in Policy and Practice �������������������������������� 261
Evija Kļave and Inese Šūpule
13	The Nexus Between Higher Education Funding and Return
Migration Examined�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 283
Rita Kaša

Contributors

Ianis Bucholtz is an assistant professor at Vidzeme University of Applied Sciences
and a researcher at the Institute of Social, Economic and Humanities Research. He
received his Ph.D. in Communication Science from the University of Latvia in
2013. His research interests concern contemporary developments in journalism,
social aspects of computer-mediated communication and social media.
Mihails Hazans is a professor of Econometrics at the University of Latvia and
research fellow at IZA Institute of Labor Economics and at the Global Labour
Organization. He has served as an expert, consultant, advisor or principal investigator in numerous projects for the OECD, World Bank, USAID, European Commission,
ILO and Global Development Network, as well as for various national institutions.
His research considers labour market issues in the Baltic and other European countries, and his recent focus has been on migration, human capital, ethnic minorities,
informality and ageing. He has contributed chapters to books published by Springer,
Edward Elgar, Ashgate and the OECD and has also published articles in journals
such as Economica, Journal of Population Economics, Empirica and Labour:
Review of Labour Economics and Industrial Relations.
Iveta Jurkane-Hobein is an independent researcher. She holds a Ph.D. in Sociology
from Uppsala University in Sweden. Her research interests include perceptions of
time, family sociology, migration experiences and Russian-speaking Latvians. Her
research has been published in the Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies,
Qualitative Sociology, Studies in Communication and Culture and other peerreviewed journals.
Daiga Kamerāde is a senior lecturer in Quantitative Research Methods at the
University of Salford in the UK. She holds a Ph.D. in Social and Political Sciences
from the University of Cambridge, UK. Her research interests focus on civic participation, work, employment and well-being. Her research has been published in various outlets, including Human Relations, Work, Employment and Society, the
European Sociological Review, and Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly.
ix

x

Contributors

Mārtiņš Kaprāns is a researcher at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology,
University of Latvia, and an associate expert at the US think-tank The Center for
European Policy Analysis. He received his Ph.D. in Communication Science from
the University of Latvia in 2012. His research interests involve Baltic labour
migrants, Russophone communities in the post-Soviet area and strategic narratives.
He has published scientific articles in many international volumes and journals, the
most recent of which are Memory Studies and Journal of Baltic Studies.
Rita Kaša is a research fellow at the Stockholm School of Economics in Riga. She
holds a Ph.D. in Comparative Education from the State University of New York in
Buffalo, USA. Her research interests concern educational policy, equity in higher
education access and the finance and governance of higher education. Her articles
have appeared in the Peabody Journal of Education, the Baltic Journal of Economics
and European Education.
Evija Kļave Dr.sc.soc., is a senior researcher at the Baltic Institute of Social
Sciences, one of the leading research and policy analysis centres in Latvia, and a
research fellow at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the University of
Latvia. Since 1998, she has worked as sociologist and has participated in a wide
range of national and international sociological studies and policy analysis projects.
She specialises in the field of qualitative research, policy analysis and discourse
analysis. Her research interests are ethnic studies, language use and knowledge,
general education policy, social integration policy and migration issues.
Ilze Koroļeva Dr.sc.soc., is a deputy director and leading researcher at the Institute
of Philosophy and Sociology at the University of Latvia. Her scientific work is
largely focused on youth, social exclusion and identity research. She was the lead
researcher in the Latvian Science Council-funded project Social Exclusion Risks of
Youth and Youth in Risk Society: Transition to Adulthood. She has also contributed
to and led many international comparative studies including the international longitudinal survey Path of a Generation, European School Survey Project on Alcohol
and Other Drugs (ESPAD), Eurostudent. She is the author of more than 60 scientific
publications, appearing in The Sociological Review, European Psychiatry,
Religious-philosophical and other peer-reviewed journals.
Inta Mieriņa Ph.D., is the director of the Centre for Diaspora and Migration
Research at the University of Latvia and a senior researcher at the University of
Latvia’s Institute of Philosophy and Sociology. In 2014–2015, she was the director
of the European Social Fund-supported research project The Emigrant Communities
of Latvia: National Identity, Transnational Relations, and Diaspora Politics, for
which she received the University of Latvia Annual Prize in Science in 2014. She is
an alumna of Juris Padegs Research Fellowship at the MacMillan Center for
International and Area Studies at Yale University, New Haven, USA. She has also
received a Fulbright scholarship for research at the University of Washington,
Seattle, USA. Her publications have appeared in Social Science Research, The

Contributors

xi

Sociological Review, European Societies, Europe-Asia Studies and other peer-
reviewed journals. Her main research interests concern migration, nationalism and
far-right attitudes, inequality, participation, trust and community involvement.
Andris Saulītis is a Ph.D. candidate in Social and Political Sciences at the European
University Institute in Florence, Italy. Currently, he is a Juris Padegs Research
Fellow at Yale University’s Baltic Studies Programme, New Haven, USA.
Ieva Skubiņa Ph.D., is a researcher at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at
the University of Latvia. Skubiņa has led and coordinated multiple national and
international research projects. She also has worked in projects aimed at developing
recommendations to policymakers for addressing social policy issues. Her main
research interests are in the sociology of youth and education, the analysis of migration and asylum policies and research into social exclusion and poverty.
Laura Sūna Ph.D., is a postdoctoral researcher at Freie Universität Berlin,
Germany, working on a project exploring Transcultural Emotional Repertoires in
and by Reality TV at the Collaborative Research Centre Affective Societies. Before
that, she was a part-time lecturer at the Institute for Media and Communication
Studies at Freie Universität Berlin and a scientific assistant at the University of
Bremen, Germany, and the University of Latvia, Latvia. Her research interests
include reality TV, youth culture, migration studies, cultural studies and qualitative
research methods.
Inese Šūpule Dr.sc.soc., is a sociologist and researcher at the Institute of Philosophy
and Sociology at the University of Latvia. Her fields of expertise include migration,
ethnic studies, ethnic politics, integration in society, education and language use and
knowledge.
Aivars Tabuns is a Professor of Sociology at the University of Latvia. He received
his Ph.D. in Applied Sociology from the Institute of Applied Sociology in
Moscow. His research interests concern national identity, ethnic relations, language,
culture and social integration in Latvia.

