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Foreword

July 20, 1969: The first humans land on the Moon. The older generations
among us witnessed this event, whereas the younger generations have learned
about it from history books. A historic event! A giant leap for mankind! Or
maybe not? Could the event that was broadcast to millions of TVs possibly
have been staged: is this a case of a “Moon Hoax”? There have been persistent
rumors that the US space agency, NASA, tricked everyone with smoke and
mirrors, and that all of the technological advances were completely made up.
In the 1970s, the lies about the faked Moon landings were born. And nowadays, in the time of the Internet, where everyone is not only a consumer of
media but can also easily be the author and distributor of information, these
lies are being spread constantly. Other conspiracy theories, too, are once more
rearing their ugly heads, all on the World Wide Web.
Our human insistence on doubting and questioning events, claims, and
alleged facts is actually a positive aspect of our culture. These are inevitable
requirements to be able to understand correlations, to classify things, and to
increase knowledge. But where is the border between common sense and scientific thinking on the one hand, and lack of understanding, confusion, and
ideological delusion on the other? What are we willing to accept as true and
what remains incompatible with our worldview?
Thomas Eversberg, PhD in astrophysics and an active professional in space
management, deals with the arguments of those who would question the trips
to the Moon in this book, The Moon Hoax?—Conspiracy Theories on Trial. By
taking these arguments seriously and then confronting them with solid logic,
his analysis turns into a unique lesson. With penetrating clarity, he uses a tool
from the philosophy of science called Occam’s Razor: According to this theory, the hypothesis describing a phenomenon with the fewest assumptions
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should be preferred. Those requiring an unnecessarily large number of assumptions can be discarded as too complex (in a figure of speech: sliced off by the
razor blade).
It is the consistent application of this principle, a common practice in scientific work and rational thinking, that makes Eversberg’s analysis significant
far beyond the topic at hand. The author shows not only the flaws in the arguments of the Moon landing opponents—he shows more generally how serious arguments can be distinguished from fantasies. Anyone who reads this
book will become much more capable of navigating the vast flood of information to be found in modern media without running the risk of being defrauded.
Spektrum der Wissenschaft Verlagsgesellschaft mbH
Heidelberg, Germany

Uwe Reichert
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Fig. 1 The Saturn V Moon rocket with Apollo 11 on its way to the Moon. This rocket,
the most powerful machine ever built, had a weight of almost 3000 metric tons, a total
height of 111 meters, and developed a thrust of 3500 tons, or 160 million horse power.
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