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Preface

This book explores the politics of taxation in Ireland between 1662 and
2016. It is concerned with both ‘high’ politics—the world of politicians
and policymakers and the calculations that informed their decisions about
public finance—and ‘low’ politics—the popular response to taxation,
which included not only compliance but also avoidance, evasion, resistance, and protest. In casting a wide net over a long period of time, this
anthology aims to illuminate a neglected aspect of Irish history, and to
stimulate further scholarship on a subject that we believe is crucial to an
understanding of the early modern and modern Irish experience. To the
latter end, this volume does not aim at a comprehensive account of taxation in Ireland over the last 350 years. Rather, it examines key episodes,
enduring trends, and recurring themes in the period under consideration.
Our hope is that others will elaborate upon the work featured here,
expanding upon its insights when appropriate and filling in the gaps where
warranted.
An anthology is, by definition, a collaborative affair, and we have
incurred a number of debts in producing this book. It is a pleasure to
acknowledge them. We wish to extend our thanks to the contributors,
whose punctuality in submission, close attention to detail, and patience in
the face of many and varied queries have facilitated our work as editors. We
are grateful to the team at Palgrave, including Natasha Denby, Aimee
Dibbens, Ruth Noble, and Tula Weis, for taking this volume on and assisting in its completion. James Kelly provided crucial support for this project
at an early stage of its development. Thanks are also due to the archivists
and librarians at those institutions where the contributors have conducted
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research. Meagan Weisner kindly produced the maps in the chapters by
Mel Cousins and Douglas Kanter, while Robert Ellis and Elise Tengs provided excellent research assistance for the chapter by Michelle D’Arcy and
Marina Nistotskaya. The latter chapter received funding from the Swedish
Research Council (grant agreement D0112101) and the European
Research Council (ERC) under the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme (grant agreement 339571). Finally, it
is a pleasure to thank our families—Faye, Willa, Sadie and Desmond Kanter,
and Niamh Cullen and Robin Walsh—who have provided both encouragement for and a welcome distraction from this work.
Boca Raton, FL
Dublin, Ireland 

Douglas Kanter
Patrick Walsh
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