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Preface

The chapters in this book are drawn from and inspired by an international conference entitled Beyond Exceptionalism that I organized in
September 2015. The conference aimed to foster new avenues and analysis of elite women and power in the central medieval period (c. 1050–c.
1400) and push beyond the paradigm established by Jo Ann McNamara
and Suzanne Fonay Wemple in 1973. McNamara and Wemple argued
that elite women’s access to power declined c. 1050 with the expansion of centralized government, the enforcement of monogamy by the
Church, and the rise of primogeniture. Since the early 1980s, the study
of elite women (noble and royal) has flourished and undermined their
theory both in the timing and in the extent of elite women’s loss of
power during the Central Middle Ages. This body of work has disproved
the “exceptional” status accorded to elite women who exercised power;
however, the master narratives of medieval history still present any
woman who rises out of anonymity—whether queen, countess, or brewster—as somehow unique. Therefore, “exceptional” medieval women
are either excluded because they are not representative or included as
an exception to the general experience of medieval women. The goal
of this book is to change the discourse, promote new analysis and interpretation, and encourage the routine inclusion of medieval women into
main narrative of medieval history. No matter how constrained by patriarchy, medieval women were, to quote Linda Mitchell, 
“ubiquitous,
not exceptional, and influential.” The scope of the book is wideranging, both geographically and topically: queens, noble women, urban
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women, and religious women from England, France, Germany, the Latin
East, Portugal, and Spain. Each chapter offers a new lens or approach
to understanding the role of elite women in the power structures of the
central and late medieval periods.
As the spelling of medieval names and place can be inconsistent, as
editor, I have taken the following approach. For those who lived primarily in England and Germany, I will use a modern English version
of their name unless the individual is usually identified otherwise. I use
the modern French version for those who lived in what is now France
and the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem rather than the Latinate form.
I have retained the Portuguese spellings of names and kingdoms. Given
the rather restricted first names in some families, I have distinguished
the holder with a regnal number in the index. I have retained the “de”
in toponomics when that is how the person is routinely designated;
otherwise, I have used “of ” for those who lived in England and the
continent. Place names have been anglicised where a suitable form exists
(Normandy, Castile), and left in the original (Béthune) where not.
I would be remiss if I did not take this opportunity to thank Laura
Gathagan, Lois Huneycutt, Kathy Krause, Amy Livingstone, Linda
Mitchell, and Miriam Shadis (in alphabetical order) for their advice in
planning the conference and this book. Their generosity, wisdom, and
encouragement have been immensely helpful and truly appreciated.
To all those who contributed to the volume, presented at the conference, and shared in the ongoing sessions and conversations, it has been
wonderful to share in the insights and camaraderie. I look forward to
the continuing collaboration. I am also grateful for the financial support
from The Ohio State University, Mansfield Campus, The Ohio State’s
History Department and the Center for Medieval and Renaissance
Studies which made the conference possible.
Columbus, USA

Heather J. Tanner

Contents

1

Introduction		1
Heather J. Tanner, Laura L. Gathagan
and Lois L. Huneycutt

2

Power and Agency in Post-Conquest England: Elite
Women and the Transformations of the Twelfth Century		
RāGena C. DeAragon

3

The Most Perfect Knight’s Countess: Isabella de Clare,
Her Daughters, and Women’s Exercise of Power and
Influence, 1190–ca. 1250		45
Linda E. Mitchell

4

Beyond Good Queen Anne: Anne of Bohemia,
Patronage, and Politics		67
Kristen L. Geaman

5

Emma of Ivry, c. 1008–1080		91
Charlotte Cartwright

6

From Mothers to Daughters: Literary Patronage
as Political Work in Ponthieu		113
Kathy M. Krause

19

ix

x   

Contents

7

Pirate, Traitor, Wife: Jeanne of Belleville and the
Categories of Fourteenth-Century French Noblewomen		 135
Katrin E. Sjursen

8

Just Another Day in the Neighborhood: Collective
Female Donation Practices at the Hospital of Saint
John in Brussels		157
Tiffany A. Ziegler

9

A “Necessary Companion”: The Salian Consort’s
Expected Role in Governance		177
Nina Verbanaz

10 Power in Pursuit of Religion: The Penitent Sisters
of Speyer and Their Choice of Affiliation		199
Christopher M. Kurpiewski
11 Women of Antioch: Political Culture and Powerful
Women in the Latin East		225
Erin L. Jordan
12 Unexceptional Women: Power, Authority, and
Queenship in Early Portugal		247
Miriam Shadis
13 A Lifetime of Power: Beyond Binaries of Gender		271
Theresa Earenfight
Index		295

Notes

on

Contributors

Charlotte Cartwright is Lecturer in History at Christopher Newport
University. She focuses on family roles, political and religious office,
and female power within the family of tenth- and eleventh-century
Normandy and northern France. Dr. Cartwright’s first article “Before
She Was Queen: Matilda of Flanders and the Use of ‘Comitissa’ in the
Norman Ducal Charters” was published in the Haskins Society Journal in
2012.
RāGena C. DeAragon is Professor of History at Gonzaga University
in Spokane, WA. She has published articles on women and the aristocracy of twelfth-century England, including “Wife, Widow, and Mother:
Some Comparisons Between Eleanor of Aquitaine and Anglo-Norman
Noblewomen” in Eleanor of Aquitaine: Lord and Lady (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2002).
Theresa Earenfight Professor of History at Seattle University, focuses
her research on medieval queens and queenship, particularly questions
of gender, power, and authority. She is the author of The King’s Other
Body: Maria of Castile and the Crown of Aragon (2010), Queenship in
Medieval Europe (2013), and has edited Queenship and Political Power
in Medieval and Early Modern Spain (2005) and Women and Wealth in
Late Medieval Europe (2010). Her current research project is a study of
queenship in the reign of Catherine of Aragon.

xi

xii   

Notes on Contributors

Laura L. Gathagan Associate Professor of History at State University of
New York at Cortland, has written widely on Matilda of Flanders. She is
editor of the Haskins Society Journal: Studies in Medieval History and has
an article in a special issue of History and is co-editing (with Benjamin
Pohl, University of Bristol) The Norman Abbey of Le Bec in the Middle
Ages: A Handbook from Brill Publishers due out in 2017.
Kristen L. Geaman received her Ph.D. in medieval history from the
University of Southern California. She currently teaches medieval and
pre-modern world history at the University of Toledo in Ohio. Her work
has appeared in English Historical Review and Social History of Medicine.
Lois L. Huneycutt is Associate Professor of History at the University
of Missouri, Columbia. She is the author of many articles on aspects of
queenship and women’s power in the central medieval period, as well as
a biographical student of Matilda of Scotland (d. 1118).
Erin L. Jordan is Associate Professor at Old Dominion University.
She examines the interplay of gender, power, and religion, particularly
in regard to medieval women. Her book Women, Power and Religious
Patronage (Palgrave, 2006) examined the political actions of the countesses of Flanders, and her current project The Women of Antioch: Gender,
Power and Political Culture in the Latin East investigates the ability of
female rulers to exercise power in the Crusader States.
Kathy M. Krause is Professor of French at University of Missouri–Kansas
City and Director of Medieval and Early Modern Studies. Her research
examines the intersection of female inheritance, the ideology of lineage,
and Old French literary production in the long thirteenth century.
Christopher M. Kurpiewski Lecturer in the Princeton Writing
Program, is a social and cultural historian of the European Middle Ages.
His research examines why medieval women adopted the religious life,
and how such women created the political and institutional capital to
sustain their communities.
Linda E. Mitchell is the Martha Jane Phillips Starr Missouri
Distinguished Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies at the
University of Missouri–Kansas City. She is the author of numerous
books and articles on women and families in medieval Europe, among
them Portraits of Medieval Women (Palgrave Macmillan, 2003) and

Notes on Contributors   

xiii

Joan de Valence: The Life and Influence of a Thirteenth-Century
Noblewoman (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016).
Miriam Shadis is Associate Professor of History at Ohio University in
Athens, Ohio. She is the author of Berenguela of Castile (1180–1246)
and Political Women in the High Middle Ages (Palgrave, 2009) and several essays on queens and royal women in medieval France and Iberia.
Katrin E. Sjursen is an independent researcher and former Associate
Professor of Historical Studies at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. Her research focus is on the political and military activities
of northern French medieval women.
Heather J. Tanner is Associate Professor of History at the Ohio State
University. She is the author of Family, Friends, and Allies: Boulogne
and Politics in Northern France and England c. 879–1160 (Brill, 2004).
Her articles concentrate on political and administrative history, with
an emphasis on elite women’s exercise of power in northern France
and Flanders. Her current project Silence and Her Sisters: Inheriting
Countesses of Boulogne 1160–1260 examines the influence of increasing
royal power and bureaucracy upon the power and activities of inheriting
countesses.
Nina Verbanaz is an adjunct instructor for Drury University. She
received her Ph.D. from the University of Missouri, Columbia’s history
department in 2014. Her research interests focus on women in the
eleventh-century Germanic empire.
Tiffany A. Ziegler is Assistant Professor at Midwestern State University.
She is the author of Medieval Healthcare and Charitable Institutions
(Palgrave Macmillan, forthcoming). Her research interests include
charity, hospitals, donation networks, women, charters, and seals.

List of Figures

Fig. 3.1
Fig. 3.2
Fig. 9.1
Fig. 9.2
Fig. 9.3

Marriage alliances of the children of William le Marshal
and Isabella de Clare		 51
Marriage alliances of grandchildren and heirs of William
le Marshal and Isabella de Clare		 51
Codex Aureus, Madrid, El Escorial, Cod. Vitr. 17 fol. 2v.
Evangeliary produced for Speyer Cathedral between 1044
and 1046 (Courtesy of Album/Alamy Stock Photo)		 184
Codex Aureus, Madrid, El Escorial, Cod. Vitr. 17 fol. 3r.
Evangeliary produced for Speyer Cathedral between 1044
and 1046 (Courtesy of Album/Alamy Stock Photo)		 185
Codex Caesareus. Uppsala, Sweden, Universitetsbibliotek,
MS. C93, fol. 3v. Henry III’s Evangeliary for Goslar
(c. 1050) (Courtesy of University Library of Uppsala)		 187

xv

List of Tables

Table 2.1
Table 2.2
Table 8.1
Table 8.2
Table 8.3
Table 8.4
Table 8.5
Table 8.6

Female landholders in the Cartae Baronum		
Instances of fines for writs of right by females		
Donations of widows		
Donations of daughters		
Donations that name mothers		
Donations that name wives		
Donations that name sisters		
Donations of women named alone		

31
35
170
171
172
172
172
173

xvii

