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A Note to Readers
As president of The Freshwater Trust, I long ago committed to innovating beyond what was known in order to do what was needed. This led
us to engage technology and create new methods to accelerate the pace
and scale of restoration of freshwater ecosystems. Where some saw our
commitment to experimentation and evolution as bordering on maniacal,
others encouraged me to share these new tools with a broader audience
by distilling them into a book. Having never written a book, I turned to
Andrea Carlos, an accomplished journalist with an abiding interest in
conservation, and despite having a farm remodeling project under way
at the time, she agreed to help. A superb collaborator, she is a key reason
why this project got done. This is how we worked together: After distilling
the key elements of the book framework, I laid out the original thought
line of how the economy and the environment must integrate in the face
of twenty-ﬁrst-century realities. Thereafter, Andrea and I ﬁgured out the
right stories, research, and expert interviews needed to create the countless drafts, which we passed back and forth to hone the manuscript into
its current state. Although I would not describe the work as easy, we both
feel that the partnership rendered some great stuﬀ; we hope you will agree.
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here without all the arguments, discussions, and learning graciously afforded to me throughout my life. My exceptional mom would say, rightly,
that the events and people leading up to this publication are the real catalysts here, and I am forever grateful for what they have given me.
Before writing this book, I did not know what drove me. I did not
have a singular, mind-blowing wilderness experience that propelled me
into this work but rather a quiet and steady inﬂuence from my grandpa
and dad, delivered over minutes, hours, days, and years. Neither of them
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