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Ethical Archaeologies: The Politics of Social
Justice

Archaeology remains burdened by modern/Western values. Codified, these values
harden into ethics with specific cultural and temporal foundations; indeed, ethics
are contextual, shifting and negotiated entanglements of intent and practice that
often conflict. Yet, archaeologists may uncritically mask these contexts unless they
are adequately aware of the discipline’s history and of their location in a globalised
world order with its imprint of imperial, colonial and neocolonial values. A responsible and socially committed archaeologist must historicise his or her ethical principles, showing how contingent they are and what kind of needs they are serving.
By adopting a global coverage that brings together academic activism for a historicised ethics, universally created lacunae surrounding disciplinary concepts such
as the archaeological record, stewardship and multivocality, as well as broader concerns of race, class and gender, can be discussed and acted upon. The four volumes
comprising the Ethical archaeologies: the politics of social justice series discuss
historically based ethics in the practice of archaeology and related fields—anthropology, museology, indigenous and heritage studies, law and education—and highlight the struggle for social justice, in which the discipline can participate.
In this series, we take that social justice is broadly about equality and the right to
freedom from any kind of discrimination or abuse. It is about seeking to transform
the current order of the world, in which the hegemony of the Western cosmology
still reigns with its ideas of individuality, linear time, development, competition and
progress. Thus, social justice is also about the positioning in our research and disciplinary practices of nonmodern values about life, time, past, place and heritage.
Hardened into reified principles, as they continue to be, ethical concerns have
served to reproduce epistemic hierarchies and privileges. If archaeologists are content with what the ethical preoccupations of the last two decades have achieved,
their trumpeted engagement with politics and justice is meaningless. If the ethics of
archaeology continues to simply further embed disciplinary privileges, social justice is not a horizon of fulfilment. If ethics is just a disciplinary preoccupation, a
way of better accommodating the discipline to changing times, social justice is an
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empty expression. For these reasons, this series aims to position the values of equality
and freedom from all discrimination at the centre of archaeological thinking and
practice. The four volumes are not toolkits or guides for standardised, universal and
ethical conduct, but critically informed, self-reflective discussions of ethical
problems and potentials.
Cristóbal Gnecco
Tracy Ireland

Acknowledgments

We would like to thank Aedeen Cremin for editorial assistance, Teresa Krauss
at Springer for her wise guidance of this project, as well as each of the contributors to the book for their patience and positive response to reviews and critiques.
We also thank Cristobal Gnecco for his strong vision for the series, rigorous
editorial work and tireless project management over the years that this four
volume collection took to pull together. Tracy would like to thank Nels Urwin
for just about everything else.

vii

Contents

1

The Ethics of Cultural Heritage ...........................................................
Tracy Ireland and John Schofield

Part I

1

Ethical Domains

2

Ethics and Digital Heritage ...................................................................
Sarah Colley

13

3

Ethics and Heritage Tourism ................................................................
Steve Watson

33

4

Heritage and Community Engagement ...............................................
Emma Waterton

53

5

Ethics, Conservation and Climate Change ..........................................
Susan McIntyre-Tamwoy, Susan Barr, and John Hurd

69

6

Repatriating Human Remains:
Searching for an Acceptable Ethics ......................................................
Adam B. Dickerson and Erika R. Ceeney

89

The Ethics of Visibility: Archaeology, Conservation
and Memories of Settler Colonialism ...................................................
Tracy Ireland

105

The Normative Foundations of Stewardship:
Care and Respect ...................................................................................
Andreas Pantazatos

127

7

8

ix

x

Contents

Part II
9

Ethics in Practice

Ethics and Collecting in the ‘Postmodern’ Museum:
A Papua New Guinea Example .............................................................
Elizabeth Bonshek

145

Tourism, World Heritage and Local Communities:
An Ethical Framework in Practice at Angkor ....................................
Richard Mackay and Stuart Palmer

165

A Matter of Trust: The Organisational Design
of the Museo de la Libertad y la Democracia, Panama ......................
Ana Luisa Sánchez Laws

185

Forget About ‘Heritage’: Place, Ethics
and the Faro Convention .......................................................................
John Schofield

197

Index ................................................................................................................

211

10

11

12

Contributors

Susan Barr Directorate for Cultural Heritage, Oslo, Norway
Elizabeth Bonshek Heritage, Museums and Conservation, Faculty of Arts
and Design, University of Canberra, Bruce, ACT, Australia
Erika R. Ceeney International Studies, Faculty of Arts and Design, University
of Canberra, Bruce, ACT, Australia
Sarah Colley School of Archaeology & Ancient History, University of Leicester,
Leicester, UK
Adam B. Dickerson International Studies, Faculty of Arts and Design, University
of Canberra, Bruce, ACT, Australia
John Hurd ICOMOS ISCEAH, London, UK
Tracy Ireland Faculty of Arts and Design, University of Canberra, Bruce,
ACT, Australia
Richard Mackay Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd Heritage Consultants,
Redfern, Australia
Susan McIntyre-Tamwoy James Cook University and Archaeological and
Heritage Management Solutions Pty Ltd., Waterloo, NSW, Australia
Stuart Palmer St James Ethics Centre, Sydney, Australia
Andreas Pantazatos Centre for the Ethics of Cultural Heritage, Durham University,
Durham, UK
Ana Luisa Sánchez Laws Media Arts and Production, Faculty of Arts and
Design, University of Canberra, Bruce, ACT, Australia

xi

xii

Contributors

John Schofield Department of Archaeology, University of York, York, UK
Emma Waterton Institute for Culture and Society, University of Western
Sydney, Penrith, NSW, Australia
Steve Watson Business School, York St John University, York, UK

About the Authors

Susan Barr is founding past president and now vice president of the ICOMOS
International Scientific Committee on Polar Heritage. She is the senior advisor in
polar heritage at the Norwegian Directorate for Cultural Heritage and has worked
solely with polar heritage and history since 1979. After her degree in historical
archaeology, she became the first full-time heritage officer for the Norwegian High
Arctic, later moving to the Norwegian Polar Institute and then to her current position in 1998. She has extensive field experience from much of the Arctic and parts
of the Antarctic and has published books and articles relating to polar history and
heritage. Email: susan.barr@ra.no
Elizabeth Bonshek is an anthropologist, researcher and lecturer in Museum
Studies at the University of Canberra, Australia. Her recent publications include
co-editorship of, and contributions to, Melanesia: Art and Encounter (2013), a
scholarly companion to the British Museum collections from Melanesia. Her
primary research interest focuses on the material culture and cultural heritage of
the Pacific. She has carried out fieldwork in Papua New Guinea and Solomon
Islands. Elizabeth is interested in all aspects of material culture studies, museums
as ethnographic sites and ‘contact zones’. Email: elizabeth.bonshek@canberra.
edu.au
Erika R. Ceeney studied cultural heritage and sociology at the University of
Canberra. At present she works for the Australian Federal Government. Her research
interests include indigenous issues, the ethics and politics of cultural heritage and
contemporary feminist thought.
Sarah Colley’s current research examines the significance of digital communication technologies for archaeological theory and practice. She also collaborates
on digital archive and video projects with colleagues from the University of
Sydney, University of Leicester, Australian National University and elsewhere.
Sarah has a diverse range of research, teaching and professional experience in
xiii

xiv

About the Authors

archaeology, cultural heritage management and archaeological education, and
her many scholarly publications include a book and two edited volumes. Her
Ph.D. and postdoctoral research involved studying fish and mammal bones and
marine shells from archaeological sites in Britain and south-east Australia to
examine past environments, diets and economies. More recently, Sarah Colley
was a senior academic in Archaeology at the University of Sydney where she
conducted research and taught courses on Australian Aboriginal and historical
archaeology, public archaeology, cultural heritage management and archaeological theory, methods and practice. Email: sc532@le.ac.uk
Adam B. Dickerson studied philosophy and history at the University of New South
Wales, Australia, and has taught in both Communication and International Studies
at the University of Canberra for the last 10 years. He is the author of Kant on
Representation and Objectivity (Cambridge, 2004) and various papers in cultural
history, epistemology and the philosophy of language. Email: adam.dickerson@
canbera.edu.au
John Hurd is the president of the International Advisory Committee of ICOMOS
and president of the International Scientific Committee on Earthen Architectural
Heritage. He is the former head of conservation, Global Heritage Fund. He has
worked extensively throughout Asia, particularly the arid high deserts of Central
Asia where he was a senior conservation consultant to UNESCO. John is a fellow
of the Society of Antiquaries of London. Email: john.hurd@icomos.org
Richard Mackay AM—B.A. (Hons.), M.B.A., M.A.A.C.I.—is a partner of
Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd., Heritage Consultants and an adjunct professor at La
Trobe University. He has more than 20 years of experience in cultural resource management and tourism. He is the current chair of the Australian World Heritage
Advisory Committee and was a member of the Commonwealth State of the
Environment 2011 Committee. He has served as a member of the State Heritage
Council and is an expert member of the ICOMOS Scientific Committee for Cultural
Tourism. He was also a member of the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter Working
Party. He is currently the team leader for the Angkor Heritage Management
Framework project. In 2003 he was made a member in the General Division of the
Order of Australia for services to archaeology and cultural heritage management.
Email: richardm@gml.com.au
Susan McIntyre-Tamwoy is the associate director of Archaeological and
Heritage Management Solutions Pty Ltd. She is also an adjunct senior research
fellow in the School of Arts and Social Sciences at James Cook University. She is
a past president of Australia ICOMOS and is currently the president of the
International Scientific Committee on Intangible Cultural Heritage. She has
worked on cultural heritage projects extensively throughout eastern and northern
Australia and in the Asia Pacific region. Her research interests are wide ranging
and include indigenous heritage in tropical regions, climate change and cultural
heritage, world heritage and bio-cultural heritage. Email: SMcintyre-Tamwoy@
ahms.com.au

About the Authors

xv

Stuart Palmer is responsible for the consulting, leadership and learning services
of St James Ethics Centre. Through these services, the Ethics Centre supports
the integrity of individuals, leaders and organisations, helping them to align
their decisions and actions with their own considered values and principles. The
work of the Ethics Centre includes diagnostic research projects investigating
the character, culture and alignment of organisations, regional leadership development programmes, ethical awareness and good decision-making training and
a free and confidential ethical counselling line, Ethi-call. Stuart received his
doctoral degree in philosophy of mind from the University of Sydney. Prior to
joining the Ethics Centre, Stuart worked as a lawyer and banker. Stuart also
serves as a non-executive director and volunteers as a Lifeline telephone counsellor and primary school ethics teacher. Email: stuart.palmer@ethics.org.au
Andreas Pantazatos (Ph.D.) is a co-director of the Centre for the Ethics of
Cultural Heritage (CECH) at Durham University where he leads postgraduate
seminars on the ethics of archaeology and cultural heritage. He also teaches
ethics and applied philosophy at Durham’s Philosophy Department. His main
research interests are philosophy of archaeology and cultural heritage, focusing
on the ethics of stewardship and trusteeship and the ethics and epistemology of
museums. Email: andreas.pantazatos@durham.ac.uk
Ana Luisa Sánchez Laws is an assistant professor at the University of Canberra
teaching Media Arts and Production. Her research focuses on the use of new
technologies to address contested topics in museums and issues of diversity and
social inclusion. She has written a book on these issues, Panamanian Museums
and Historical Memory (Berghahn Books 2011). Her most recent research deals
with the creation of digital artefacts to communicate cultural and natural heritage, with projects involving institutions such as the Panama Viejo Monumental
Complex, a World Heritage Site and the Questacon Science Centre in Canberra,
Australia. She is also a practising artist, with works most recently exhibited at the
Museo Reina Sofia and Centre Pompidou. Email: Ana.SanchezLaws@canberra.
edu.au
Emma Waterton (Ph.D.) is based at the University of Western Sydney in the
Institute for Culture and Society. Her interests include unpacking the discursive
constructions of ‘heritage’; explorations of tourism, heritage and affect; thanatourism; visuality; and explorations of innovative methodologies. She has over
30 publications since 2005, including one authored [Politics, Policy and the
Discourses of Heritage in Britain (Palgrave Macmillan 2010)] and one coauthored monograph (Heritage, Communities and Archaeology (with Laurajane
Smith, Duckworth 2009), five co-edited volumes (with Routledge, Ashgate and
Cambridge Scholars Press) and three guest-edited special issues. She has served
on the editorial board for Sociology (2008–2010) and is currently part of the
editorial board for the Journal of Heritage Tourism (2012–ongoing) and the
International Journal of Heritage Studies (2013–ongoing). She was an assistant
editor for the International Journal of Heritage Studies from 2009 to 2013.
Email: e.waterton@uws.edu.au

xvi

About the Authors

Steve Watson is a professor of Cultural and Heritage Leadership at York St John
University, United Kingdom. He teaches on a variety of modules concerning the
cultural industries, consumer culture, tourism and heritage. His research interests
are in the areas of cultural and heritage tourism and travel writing, and he has
lectured on these topics around the United Kingdom and in Australia, Spain and
the United States. His current focus of interest is the role of affect and emotion
in the study of heritage and representations of Spain in travel literature. Recent
publications include The Cultural Moment in Tourism with Emma Waterton and
Laurajane Smith (Routledge, 2012) and The Semiotics of Heritage Tourism with
Emma Waterton (Channel View, 2014). Email: S.Watson@yorksj.ac.uk

About the Editors

Tracy Ireland is an archaeologist and heritage practitioner who joined the
University of Canberra in 2009 and is currently head of the Discipline of Humanities.
She previously led the Canberra office of Godden Mackay Logan, Heritage
Consultants, lectured at the University of Sydney and worked as the senior archaeologist for the NSW Heritage Council. Tracy publishes on historical and landscape
archaeology, heritage conservation and the cultural politics of the past. Tracy’s current work focuses on the Material Memories Project examining the conservation of
archaeological remains and heritage place making in settler societies. Email: tracy.
ireland@canberra.edu.au
John Schofield is the head of the Department of Archaeology at the University
of York and director of studies in Cultural Heritage Management. John was previously an archaeologist with English Heritage, an organisation he joined following the completion of his Ph.D. research in 1989 and where he remained until
2010. He had numerous roles in that time, within heritage protection and policy,
taking on the role of head of military programmes in 2000. During his last 10
years with English Heritage, his outreach responsibilities included regular teaching commitments in the United Kingdom and overseas, not least at the universities of Southampton and Bristol. John is a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of
London, a member of the Institute for Archaeologists and a docent in Cultural
Heritage, Landscape and Contemporary Archaeology at the University of Turku
(Finland). He has published extensively in the fields of cultural heritage, archaeology of the recent and contemporary pasts and the archaeology of conflict.
Email: john.schofield@york.ac.uk

xvii

