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Department at Boğaziçi University hosted me for three semesters, providing me
valuable access to their library and other privileges. I spent the fall semester in 1998
at Columbia University and received kind support from the Institute for War and
Peace Studies, and the Middle East Institute. I would particularly like to thank
Karen Barkey for her hospitality and friendship during that semester. The Research
Fund of Sabancı University enabled me to do further archival and ethnographic
research in the past three years, and to hire research assistants whose help was crucial
in this process.
Over the past four years, different parts of this book have been presented
at conferences in Azerbaijan, Britain, Canada, Israel/Palestine, Lebanon, the
Netherlands, Sweden, Turkey, and the United States. I am grateful to all these
transnational encounters ﬁlled with criticism, helpful suggestions, and stimulating
debate. They have greatly contributed to my thinking and, I hope, writing.
Many people have graciously shared my journey toward this book in the past six
years. At Duke, I had the privilege of working with an outstanding group of academics, who assisted in my growth as a scholar and a person. My advisor Orin Starn
has shaped my thinking about anthropology, academia, and the world in fundamental ways. It is thanks to his guidance, critical interventions, insight, and continuous support that I was able to carry out this project. I cannot thank him enough.
Anne Allison’s teaching and thinking on gender and feminist anthropology have
been crucial in shaping my work. She has also greatly inspired me as a person.
Charlie Piot, besides being an invaluable teacher, has always been there when
I needed help and advice. I have beneﬁted greatly from working with Katherine
Ewing in Durham and in Istanbul. I owe her special thanks for continual encouragement. I have had many stimulating conversations with Arif Dirlik and learned

x / acknowledgments

a lot from his critical interventions. His close reading of the earlier version of this
book was also most helpful. From Catherine Lutz, I have learned a great deal about
militarization, as well as responsible social science. I am grateful to you all! I hope
that I have managed to integrate at least some of your advice and warnings into
this book.
During my ‘‘home/ﬁeldwork’’ in Turkey, I beneﬁted tremendously from the
valuable insights, encouragement, and support of Yeşim Arat and Taha Parla. I could
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