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Preface

The arrival of the new millennium saw us embark with great enthusiasm on
this study of the institutional and national framework conditions for the use
and protection of water in six European countries. We were particularly
interested in revealing how national use and protection policies, combined
with the property and use rights that have developed over the centuries,
create incentives and, hence, an institutional framework that facilitates a
more or less sustainable use of the resource. The comparison of national
resource regimes helps us to understand the interaction between institutional
dimensions and sustainable use. It also shows us, however, how complex
this interaction is and how unlikely it is that we shall be able to understand it
fully at our first attempt. Nevertheless, this book provides a satisfactory
survey of the national resource regimes in the Netherlands, Belgium, France,
Spain, Italy and Switzerland. Furthermore, the diachronic perspective
enables us to analyse the conditions under which transformation and
paradigm change are made possible.
This analysis and comparison of national resource regimes is a product of
the research project EUWARENESS: European Water Regimes and the
Notion of a Sustainable Status (EVK1-CT-1999-0038). The project was
financially supported by the European Commission under the 5th
Framework Programme, and coordinated by the University of Twente in the
Netherlands (see also www.euwareness.nl). The EUWARENESS project
aimed to develop a better understanding of the dynamic relationships
between various conflicting uses of water resources, the regimes under
which these uses of water resources are managed, and conditions generating
regime shifts towards sustainability. Important questions in this regard have
been: Do integrated water regimes lead to more sustainable water use? What
are important indicators for integrated water regimes? Under what conditions
can integrated water regimes be achieved? What might be the influence of
European and national conditions, to achieve regime transitions at water
basin scale? The EUWARENESS project started to study the long-term
xi

xii
evolution of national regimes. The national studies, produced by research
teams in six European countries, are published in this book, together with a
review of the evolution of European Water Policy. These long-term regime
studies were followed by two case studies per country, which analyzed and
described in greater depth the specific regime transitions at water basin level
during the last decades. In another book, also published by Kluwer, these
twelve case studies are discussed within their national context and compared
in relation to conditions that are significant for regime change towards
sustainability.1
The European comparison in this book would not have been possible
without the extensive work carried out by our colleagues in the six European
countries studied. They conducted the detailed empirical work on which this
book is based and we would like to express our gratitude for this. We also
wish to thank the European Commission for funding this project and the
preparation of this book, the content of which, however, does not represent
its views and in no way anticipates the Commission’s future policy in the
field of water management.
While being fully aware that much research work remains to be done in
this area, we hope that this book will make an interesting contribution to the
debate surrounding the governance and sustainable use of water as a
resource.
Ingrid Kissling-Näf and Stefan Kuks

1

See: Bressers, Hans Th.A.; Kuks, Stefan M.M. (eds.) (2004), Integrated Governance and
Water Basin Management. Conditions for Regime Change towards Sustainability.
Dordrecht-Boston-London: Kluwer Academic Publishers.
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