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Preface and
Acknowledgements
This book is intended as a critical introduction to debates on the impact
of gender on mental health experiences and on mental health service
use. It will be useful to students from a number of disciplinary backgrounds interested in either gender or mental health - students of sociology, social policy, gender studies, anthropology and psychology. It
will also be suitable as reference and training material for professionals
who encounter women and men with mental health problems - social
workers, nurses, doctors, psychologists and lawyers. In addition, the
author hopes that it will be of interest to members of the general public
who have personal experience of the impact of mental disorder on
themselves or a member of their family, as the issues raised are of such
importance in the personal lives of so many people that they cannot be
confined only to academic debate.
I would like to thank a number of people who have been instrumental in both the genesis and production of the final arguments that
are presented in this book. On a professional level, these include Jo
Campling, the consultant editor, and the anonymous referee for
Macmillan Press, both of whom challenged some of my early ideas in a
way that helped to clarify my thinking and greatly enhanced the final
product; Professor Kathleen Jones, of York University, who is a
constant inspiration to me in my work on mental health policy; Dr
Bernadette C. Hayes and Dr Jim Campbell, both of Queen's University
Belfast, who have collaborated with me in research that informed the
debate; and staff at the Medical Library of Queen's University, who
never complained about my obvious addiction to Medline and my
unending demands for interlibrary loans. I would also like to formally
thank Virago Press, the publishers of The Loony Bin Trip by Kate
Millett, for permission to use extracts from this wonderful novel. On a
more personal note, I would like to thank Angela and Stephanie
Bourke, who made possible and enjoyable my retreat to a cottage in
Kerry in the summer of 1997, and to Sarah Prior and other members of
my family, who offered encouragement throughout the final writing
phase. Finally, to the commissioning editor, Catherine Gray, and to the
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many others too numerous to name, who have helped me both personally and professionally during the preparation of this book, may I also
say 'thank you' for your support and advice.
PAULINE M. PRIOR

Every effort has been made to trace all the copyright holders but if any
have been inadvertently overlooked the publishers will be pleased to
make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.

