THE FRAMEWORK OF FICTION
SOCIO-CULTURAL
APPROACHES TO THE NOVEL

The Framework of Fiction
Socio-Cultural Approaches
to the Novel
]. A. BULL

M

MACMILLAN
EDUCATION

© J.

A. Bull 1988

All rights reserved. No reproduction, copy or transmission
of this publication may be made without written permission.
No paragraph of this publication may be reproduced, copied
or transmitted save with written permission or in accordance
with the provisions of the Copyright Act 1956 (as amended),
or under the terms of any licence permitting limited copying
issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency, 7 Ridgmount Street,
London WCIE 7AE.
Any person who does any unauthorised act in relation to
this publication may be liable to criminal prosecution and
civil claims for damages.
First published 1988
Published by
MACMILLAN EDUCATION LTD
Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 2XS
and London
Companies and representatives
throughout the world
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
Buli,J.A.
The framework of the novel : socio-cultural
approaches to the novel.
I. English fiction- 18th centuryHistory and criticism 2. English fiction
- 19th century- History and criticism
I. Title
823'009
PR851

ISBN 978-0-333-40675-5
ISBN 978-1-349-18981-6 (eBook)
DOI 10.1007/978-1-349-18981-6

Contents
Preface

1 Introduction
2 Theoretical Approaches

21

3 The Novel New: Defoe and Richardson

59

4 Scott andJ ane Austen: Varieties of Conservative

87

Ideology

5 The Novelist in the Market Place: Dickens and
Mrs Gaskell

6

The Novelist on the Margins: Hardy and Lawrence

111
147

7 The Challenge of the Popular

191

8 Conclusion

223

Notes

231

Bibliography

235

Index

241

TO CHRISTINE, CHRISTOPHER AND STEPHEN
who kept me at it

Preface
This book arose out of a series of lectures given over the last
nine years as part of the Diploma of Higher Education course at
Manchester Polytechnic; as a result I felt that there was a need
to gather together in one place material which was widely
scattered amongst books and periodical articles, not all of them
easily available to the less advanced student. Much of the
element of interpretation and analysis in this book therefore
owes a debt to students on that course, past and present, who in
discussion helped me to sort out and knock into shape my own
responses to the various theories and items of evidence cited
here. I would also like to thank Tony Neville for performing a
similar role in an informal way and the Research Committee of
the Academic Board of Manchester Polytechnic for granting
me a term's sabbatical leave in order to commit these responses
to paper. Finally I would like to thank my family for putting up
with the disruption to domestic routine caused by a project of
this kind.
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