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Foreword by
Ken Livingstone, Leader of
the Greater London Council
The GLC's concern about the transportation of spent nuclear fuel
through its densely populated areas dates back to 1980, when
members of all parties expressed their concern about the lack of
information on safety questions. The Conference held in London in
April1983, of which this book is a record, was therefore a culmination
of the Council's concern and a desire to address the issues, which
transcended party boundaries.
I am grateful to those eminent speakers who took part, and the
conference organisers, who endeavoured to provide the public with a
wide spectrum of views on the subject, both scientific and psychological. Thanks are also due to the many people who attended and
contributed to the debate, which formed such an important feature of
this Conference. The questions and fears which they expressed are
included in this account of the proceedings, as they rightly should, thus
fulfilling one of the aims of the conference to be a medium of two-way
information flow.
In November 1983, six months after our Conference highlighted,
amongst other potential dangers, the very real deficiencies of tests on
flasks, and in particular the use of scale models or computer modelling
to simulate an accident, the CEGB have announced that they will now
stage full-scale tests. They are also withdrawing from service a faulty
design of Magnox flask. At the same time the Inspector presiding over
the Inquiry into the proposal to build a pressurised water reactor at
Sizewell announced the appointment of an additional assessor to
advise on matters concerning the transport of irradiated nuclear fuel.
The legitimate fears of Londoners cannot be swept aside, and
therefore I hope that this book will serve to better inform both the
regulatory authorities of the nature of these fears, and the population
of London, and indeed of other cities, of the way in which some of
Vll
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these problems are addressed. The final aim must be to remove any
perceived potential threat from our cities, and I hope this book is a
significant step in that direction.
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