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General editors' preface
EVERYBODY who studies literature, either for an examination
or simply for pleasure, experiences the same problem: how to
understand and respond to the text. As every student of
literature knows, it is perfectly possible to read a book over
and over again and yet still feel baffled and at a loss as to
what to say about it. One answer to this problem, of course,
is to accept someone else's view of the text, but how much more
rewarding it would be if you could work out your own critical
response to any book you choose or are required to study.
The aim of this series is to help you develop your
critical skills by offering practical advice about how to read,
understand and analyse literature. Each volume provides you
with a clear method of study so that you can see how to set
about tackling texts on your own. While the authors of each
volume approach the problem in a different way, every book
in the series attempts to provide you with some broad ideas
about the kind of texts you are likely to be studying and some
broad ideas about how to think about literature; each volume
then shows you how to apply these ideas in a way which
should help you construct your own analysis and interpretation. Unlike most critical books, therefore, the books in this
series do not simply convey someone else's thinking about a
text, but encourage you and show you how to think about a
text for yourself.
Each book is written with an awareness that you are
likely to be preparing for an examination, and therefore
practical advice is given not only on how to understand and
analyse literature, but also on how to organise a written
response. Our hope is that although these books are intended
to serve a practical purpose, they may also enrich your
enjoyment of literature by making you a more confident
reader, alert to the interest and pleasure to be derived from
literary texts.
John Peck
Martin Coyle
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