Comparative Feminist Studies
Series Editor
Chandra Talpade Mohanty
Syracuse University
Syracuse, New York,USA

COMPARATIVE FEMINIST STUDIES foregrounds writing, organizing, and reflection on feminist trajectories across the historical and cultural
borders of nation-states. It takes up fundamental analytic and political issues involved in the cross-cultural production of knowledge about
women and feminism, examining in depth the politics of scholarship
and knowledge in relation to feminist organizing and social movements.
This series draws on feminist thinking in a number of fields, targeting
innovative, comparative feminist scholarship; pedagogical and curricular
strategies; community organizing, and political education. Volumes in
this series will provide systematic and challenging interventions into the
(still) largely Euro-Western feminist studies knowledge base, while simultaneously highlighting the work that can and needs to be done to envision and enact cross-cultural, multiracial feminist solidarity. CHANDRA
TALPADE MOHANTY is Professor of Women’s Studies and Dean’s
Professor of the Humanities at Syracuse University. Her work focuses on
transnational feminist theory, cultural studies, and anti-racist education.
She is the author of Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theory,
Practicing Solidarity and co-editor of Third World Women and the Politics
of Feminism, and Feminist Genealogies, Colonial Legacies, Democratic
Futures. Mohanty has worked with three grassroots community organizations, Grassroots Leadership of North Carolina, Center for Immigrant
Families in New York City, and Awareness, Orissa, India, and has been a
consultant/ evaluator for AAC & U and the Ford Foundation.

More information about this series at
http://www.springer.com/series/14906

Ileana Rodriguez

Gender Violence in
Failed and
Democratic States
Besieging Perverse Masculinities

Ileana Rodriguez
Humanities Distinguished Professor, Emerita
The Ohio State University
Investigadora Asociada
Instituto de Historia de Nicaragua y Centroamérica

Comparative Feminist Studies
ISBN 978-1-137-60323-4
ISBN 978-1-137-59833-2
DOI 10.1057/978-1-137-59833-2

(eBook)

Library of Congress Control Number: 2016946805
© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2016
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of
translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on
microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and retrieval,
electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology now
known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information
in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to the
material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made.
Cover illustration: © Vincenzo Dragani / Alamy Stock Photo
Printed on acid-free paper
This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by Springer Nature
The registered company is Nature America Inc. New York

To Roberto Guibernau
Love is always stronger than death.

SERIES EDITOR’S PREFACE

For almost two decades, the Comparative Feminist Studies (CFS) series
has addressed fundamental analytic and political questions involved in
the cross-cultural production of knowledge about women and feminism.
The series seeks to engage the politics of scholarship and knowledge
in relation to feminist organizing and social justice movements and is
designed to foreground writing, organizing, and reflection on feminist
trajectories across the historical and cultural borders of cultures and
nation-states. Drawing on feminist thinking in a number of fields, the
CFS series targets innovative, comparative feminist scholarship, pedagogical and curricular strategies, and community organizing and political education. It explores a comparative feminist praxis that addresses
some of the most urgent questions facing progressive critical thinkers
and activists today.
Over the past many decades, feminists and social justice activists across
the globe have been variously successful at addressing fundamental issues
of domination, exploitation, and liberation. In our search for gender
justice in the early twenty-first century, however, we inherit a number
of challenges our mothers and grandmothers faced. But there are also
new challenges to face as we attempt to make sense of a world indelibly
marked by the failure of settler-colonial, postcolonial (and advanced)
capitalist, and communist nation-states to provide for the social, economic, spiritual, and psychic needs of the majority of the world’s population. Globalization has come to represent the interests of corporations
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and the free market rather than self-determination and freedom from
political, cultural, and economic domination for all the world’s peoples.
The project of USA empire building, the rise of Islamophobia in the USA
and Europe, the global consolidation of “national security” regimes,
alongside the dominance of corporate capitalism and neoliberalism, kill,
disenfranchise, and impoverish women everywhere. Militarization, environmental degradation, heterosexist State practices, religious fundamentalisms, sustained migrations of peoples across the borders of nations
and geo-political regions, environmental crises, criminalization and the
rise of carceral regimes of rule, and the exploitation of gendered bodies
and labor by governments and corporate capital all pose profound challenges for feminists at this time. Neoliberal economic policies and discourses of development and progress mark yet another form of colonial/
imperial governance, masking the exercise of power over people’s lives
through claims of empowerment. Recovering and remembering insurgent histories and seeking new understandings of political subjectivities
and citizenship have never been so important, at a time marked by social
amnesia, global consumer culture, and the world-wide mobilization of
fascist notions of “national security.”
These are some of the challenges the CFS series is designed to
address. The series takes as its fundamental premise the need for feminist engagement with global as well as local ideological, historical,
economic, and political processes, and the urgency of transnational
feminist dialogue in building an ethical culture capable of withstanding
and transforming the commodified and exploitative practices of global
governance structures, culture, and economics. Individual volumes in
the CFS series develop and sustain gendered epistemologies anchored
in the history and experiences of the Global South, providing systemic
and challenging interventions into the (still) largely Euro-Western
feminist studies knowledge base. The series highlights work that can
and needs to be done to envision and enact cross-cultural, multiracial
feminist solidarity.
Ithaca, NY

Chandra Talpade Mohanty
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