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Preface

Ζωή

This book marks the end of a long academic journey that started with my
PhD thesis at the European University Institute (EUI), which the manuscript is partly based on. Some of the thinking about the monograph can
be traced back to my MA in Nationalism studies at the Central European
University (CEU). The experience of having spent parts of my life in the
three regions this book talks about is intimately related to my maturing
both as a person and as a researcher. I hope the book will find a broad
audience from students of nationalism and territorial politics to those,
who like myself, could not find themselves content with explanations that
only consider socially constructed groups such as nations as agents in politics while disregarding the complexities of identities and context.
I would like to thank the editors and reviewers for their insightful comments and encouragement. My friends and colleagues from the EUI, from
the University of Edinburgh, especially those working on the CITSEE
project, sustained my interest wholeheartedly throughout this process.
Colleagues at the University College Dublin should be mentioned as well.
Many others who offered unfaltering support I will not mention explicitly.
All of you deserve my warmest thanks. Thanks to Clare for designing the
maps of places she has not been to and to Nick for proofreading text that
lacked the imaginativeness of his fiction.
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PREFACE

Completing this book would not have been possible without the help
I received with the interviews, data, and personal stories many shared with
me. My understandings of regionalisms presented here would have been
much poorer had it not been for them. The Centre for Regionalism in
Novi Sad deserves special mention, whose contacts and networks I used
on many occasions.
Without the support of my wife Galina and the joy my daughter Zoi
inspired, this journey would not have reached its conclusion. I thank my
family for believing in me despite not always grasping the complexities of
this endeavour. My aunt and uncle, my cousins, and their hospitality made
my research trips to Dalmatia always a pleasant experience.
My research, fieldwork, and book preparation have been generously
funded by the Irish Research Council, the Frankopan Fund, and the RRPP
Western Balkans.
Edinburgh, UK

Dejan Stjepanović
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