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Foreword
It was an extraordinary moment – in many parts of the world – a coming
together to mark a date, to remember a tragedy, to resist the assassination of
memory, to insist that what had happened not be forgotten. One hundred
years after the Young Turk government of the Ottoman Empire initiated and
carried out massive deportations and killings of their Armenian and Assyrian
subjects, the descendants of survivors, along with ordinary citizens of various ethnicities – Turks and Kurds among them – as well as historians and
sociologists, anthropologists and legal scholars professionally engaged in
the study of what happened and its aftermath, gathered in Erevan, Istanbul,
New York, Los Angeles, The Hague, and elsewhere to commemorate the one
hundredth anniversary of what has almost universally been recognized as
the Armenian Genocide.
One of those gatherings took place in the Netherlands, not far from the
Peace Palace, from 5 March to 7 March 2015. Convened under the title ‘The
Armenian Genocide Legacy, 100 Years On’, the events began with lectures
and discussions with students at Humanity House in The Hague and continued more formally with an international conference at the Institute for
Global Justice. I had the honor of giving a keynote address at each of the
events, laying out the narrative and attempting to explain why the Ottoman
government decided to eliminate several of its subject peoples.
Most unique about the assembly of participants, brought together through
the hard work of Alexis Demirdjian, was the inclusion of men and women
with varied professional expertise. Bringing international lawyers into
conversation with art and film critics, literary scholars, social and political historians, and educational theorists resulted in the production of new
knowledge and the expansion of the horizons of each of those who listened
to the presentations. Historical reconstruction was but a beginning. The
eternal questions of legacy and what might be done to further understanding engaged the audience. No easy answers were sought or provided. The
limits of legal intervention and international courts were frankly admitted.
But rather than despair or disillusionment over the denial of past tragedies,
optimism prevailed. The conference itself was a recognition that the battle
over erasure of the Genocide had been won. The denialists had been marginalized and were in retreat even as they continued to snipe at the truth. The
centennial marked a moment when Armenians, Turks, Kurds and progressive
humanist forces could move forward rather than simply fight old battles on
the grounds determined by official refusals to accept state guilt.
While the excitement and energy of the conversations during those
March days cannot be fully recovered, the essays in this volume represent
xi

xii

Foreword

the lasting voices of the presenters. Reading through the chapters one travels from graphic depictions of the events of 1915–16, through the thickets
of legal struggles, on to representatives of the Genocide in the media, art, literature and film. Not only the past but the present is portrayed in the stories
of memorialization and hiking to the sites of Armenian resistance. Genocide
is sadly not over, but with us in various forms today – in the memories of
descendants, in ongoing conflicts over land and who should live on it, and
in the disastrous attempts by pseudo-scholars and governments to distort
the truth and turn our attention away from the dark moments of history. This
extraordinary book – and the meetings that bred it – are places where exploration has begun. Such investigations encourage us all not only to remember
but to engage in further inquiries and struggle to set the record right.
Ronald Grigor Suny
The University of Michigan
The University of Chicago
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worked in Chambers at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia since 2004, prior to which she served as Human Rights
Officer in Bosnia and Herzegovina for the Organisation for the Security and
Cooperation in Europe. In 2007 she worked for the Special Court for Sierra
Leone, also in Chambers. She is a law graduate of the Université Paris X
Nanterre and holds an LL.M from Washington College of Law (Washington
DC) and a second LL.M from the Université Panthéon-Assas Paris II.
Anthonie Holslag is an anthropologist who has studied the subject of the
Armenian Genocide and how this is conceptualized and experienced in
present day Armenian Diaspora communities both in the Netherlands and
in London. He has published a book and several articles on this topic. He
taught as a lecturer at the Amsterdam NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust
genocide, where he gave the courses ‘Race, Culture and Genocide’ and
‘The Armenian Genocide’, and he taught about genocide at the University
of Utrecht. He also taught Anthropology, Medical Anthropology, Modern
Ethnography and Conflict Studies at the University of Amsterdam and was
the Academic Coordinator of the Summer School course ‘Hidden Genocides’
at the social science department of the University of Amsterdam.
Susan Karamanian is the Associate Dean for International and Comparative
Legal Studies at the George Washington University Law School. Before joining GW Law in 2000, she was a partner at Locke Lord LLP in Dallas, Texas,
where she represented clients in commercial disputes and, on a pro bono
basis, represented inmates on Texas’ death row. She was Vice President of

Notes on Contributors

xvii

the American Society of International Law and is a former president of the
Washington Foreign Law Society. She has provided lectures on international
law at the University of Paris and the OAS Academy of International Law
and was Director of English Studies at the Hague Academy of International
Law. She is a graduate of the University of Texas Law School, Oxford
University, where she was a Rhodes Scholar, and Auburn University.
Nanor Kebranian (BA, Comparative Literature and Philosophy, Fordham
University, 1998–2002; DPhil, Oxford University, 2005–10) specializes in
late Ottoman social, political and cultural history, and literary studies. She
completed her doctoral dissertation with the generous support of both the
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Graduate Fellowship and the Oxford University
Clarendon Fellowship. Areas of interest include the late Ottoman Empire; the
modern Middle East; philosophy of religion; religion and literature; diaspora
narratives and culture; the ethics of representation; and critiques of community. Current projects include a book monograph, tentatively entitled,
Contested Convictions. The work presents conceptions and representations of
late Ottoman (1878–1915) inter-communal coexistence through narratives of
political imprisonment. Future book projects include a study of late Ottoman
conversion narratives and a literary-philosophical presentation of ‘Diaspora’ as
an anti-communal ethic. She teaches Text and Territory; Witness: The Ethics
and Aesthetics of Representation; Hagop Oshagan: Prison to Prison; Asian
Humanities: Middle East/India; Introduction to Western Armenian Literature;
Early Armenian Literature: The 5th century; and Literature and Humanities.
Sun Kim is an attorney from California who is currently working as an
Associate Legal Officer in Chambers at the International Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague. She has work experience at the
Extraordinary Chambers in the Court of Cambodia and the European
Center for Constitutional and Human Rights. She received an LL.M from
Leiden University, a JD from the University of San Francisco, a Masters from
Harvard University and a BA from UC Berkeley. Prior to her work in public
international law, she worked in intellectual property law.
Sarah Lubman is a post-graduate research student in the Department
of Social Statistics and Demography at the University of Southampton.
Her research assesses the policy of dispersal of asylum seekers which was
introduced in the UK through the 1999 Immigration and Asylum Act, in
the context of deprivation. Sarah has previously completed her History BA
focusing on refugee and migration issues, followed by a Demography MSc,
also at Southampton. Her interest in the demography of conflict developed
through work on the impact of the civil war on mortality in Sri Lanka, and
contribution to an expert report for the International Criminal Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia, for the trial of Goran Hadzic. She has also worked as
a consultant on migration data from the 2011 Census of England and Wales.

xviii

Notes on Contributors

Najwa Nabti is Professor of Practice and the Director of the Undergraduate
Law and Master of Legal Studies Programs at the University of Arizona
James E. Rogers College of Law. For six years she was an Appeals Counsel
in the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) at the International Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), specialising in gender-based crimes and
persecution as a crime against humanity. In that capacity, she served on the
OTP Prosecuting Sexual Violence Working Group, documenting its legacy
concerning the investigation and prosecution of sexual violence crimes and
ascertaining lessons learned. Ms Nabti previously investigated gender-based
violence against refugees in Thailand and served as a law clerk to Judges
Hisashi Owada and Peter Tomka at the International Court of Justice. She
obtained her Juris Doctor from the University of Virginia School of Law.
Geoffrey Robertson is founder and Head of Doughty Street Chambers. He
has appeared in many countries as counsel in leading cases in constitutional, criminal and international law, and served as first President of the
UN War Crimes Court in Sierra Leone, where he authored landmark decisions on the limits of amnesties, the illegality of recruiting child soldiers and
other critical issues in the development of international criminal law. He sits
as a Recorder and is a Master of Middle Temple and a visiting professor in
human rights law at Queen Mary College. In 2008, he was appointed by the
Secretary General as one of three distinguished jurist members of the UN
Justice Council. His books include Crimes against Humanity: The Struggle for
Global Justice; The Justice Game (Memoir) and The Tyrannicide Brief, an awardwinning study of the trial of Charles I.
Joyce Sahyouni has been teaching ESL in Quebec and abroad in Switzerland,
Ireland and the United Arab Emirates for the last six years. She holds a BA
in International Development Studies and a Bachelor of Education from
McGill University, as well as a Master’s degree from Concordia University
in Educational Studies. She currently teaches ESL in grades 9 and 10 at the
Collège Durocher in Saint-Lambert, Quebec.
Eugene Sensenig-Dabbous is an Austrian-American labor historian,
researcher in the field of migration and refugee studies, and Associate
Professor in the Faculty of Law and Political Sciences at Notre Dame
University, Lebanon. He has published extensively in the field of cultural
studies with an emphasis on Central European orientalist literature. Both
in his native Austria and in Lebanon he has worked with the Geneva-based
international conflict transformation NGO, Initiatives of Change (IofC),
on youth-related projects dealing with just governance, healing historical
memory, and the development of personal transformational skills.
Lorne Shirinian is a writer, filmmaker, and Professor Emeritus of English
and Comparative Literature at the Royal Military College of Canada in
Kingston, Ontario. He received a PhD in Comparative Literature at the

Notes on Contributors

xix

Université de Montréal. He was Head of the Department of English at RMC
for a number of years. He retired as Professor Emeritus in 2010 after 35 years
of teaching and research. His most recent book is the novel, What Remains.
Lisa Siraganian is an Associate Professor in the English department of
the Southern Methodist University. She has a PhD from Johns Hopkins
University and specializes in 20th-century modernism, exploring the
relationship between artistic form, politics and institutions. In 2012 she
published her book, Modernism’s Other Work: The Art Object’s Political Life.
She has held postdoctoral fellowships from Dartmouth College and the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
Ronald Suny is the Director of the Eisenberg Institute for Historical
Studies, a Charles Tilly Collegiate Professor of social and political history
at the University of Michigan, and Emeritus Professor of political science
and history at the University of Chicago. He was the first holder of the
Alex Manoogian Chair in Modern Armenian History at the University of
Michigan, after beginning his career as an assistant professor at Oberlin
College. He is a 2013 Berlin Prize Fellow at the American Academy in
Berlin. His numerous publications and positions held over the years speak
volumes to Dr Suny’s contribution in the fields of political science, history
and genocide studies. He agreed to feature as a keynote speaker at the 2015
Centennial Project Foundation conference in the Hague.
Hannibal Travis is a Professor of Law at Florida International University,
and teaches and conducts research in the fields of cyberlaw, intellectual
property, genocide studies and human rights. He graduated from Harvard
Law School after receiving a BA in philosophy at Washington University.
He taught law at Villanova University and was a visiting fellow at Oxford.
He spent several years in private practice before teaching. He has published
extensively on several law-related topics.
Ugur Ümit Üngör is a Dutch scholar born in Turkey who teaches history
at Utrecht University and sociology at the Institute for War, Holocaust
and Genocide Studies. He has published extensively in the field of mass
violence and genocide. He has recently published two books: Confiscation
and Destruction: The Young Turk Seizure of Armenian Property (Bloomsbury
Academic, 2011) and The Making of Modern Turkey; Nation and State in Eastern
Anatolia, 1913–50 (Oxford University Press, 2011). He has received several
awards for the latter publication. Dr Üngör has written a chapter in the history module of this book on the topic of the reliability of sources used in the
narratives developed by historians on either side of the debate surrounding
the recognition of the Genocide of Armenians.

Note to the Reader
References by contributors to other chapters in this volume are inserted in
the notes with the chapter number and name of the author.
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