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Foreword

Prasad Pannian’s excellent book lends new support to the idea that Edward
Said was our foremost intellectual champion of humanism. Pannian joins
the many contemporary scholars who celebrate Said’s mid-career turn away
from the intricacies of literary theory and his return to more traditional
forms of political action and literary study. Pannian contributes valuably to
this celebration by emphasizing Said’s many uses of the topic of subjectivity. Exploring Said’s ideas about the construction of the self, Pannian convincingly demonstrates that subjectivity was a pervasive theme in Said’s
work. No one has tabulated more thoroughly than Pannian the astounding
variety of guises in which individual will and intention appeared across the
whole scope of Said’s thought, writing, activism, and self-representations.
Pannian offers guidance to those who wonder just how Said reversed his
initial advocacy and then summarily disposed of Barthes and Foucault—
thinkers who led a generation to believe that the author and the human
subject were no longer effective as categories of literary analysis. Pannian
gives us a new account of this reversal by emphasizing Said’s ideas about
colonialism and its aftermath, about exilic marginality fundamental to
authorship, about the role of the intellectual, and about Marxist humanism. This will be a useful book for scholars who wish to pursue this very
particular and extremely influential bandwidth of Said studies.
The structure and organization of the book are rational and systematic.
The author analyzes the topic of subjectivity in four successive chapters.
These chapters are thematic. In Chapter 1, subjectivity is considered as a
factor in Said’s major work, Orientalism, and in Western constructions
of the non-Western subject. In Chapter 2, the focus shifts to Culture and
Imperialism and Said’s work as a critic of ideology. A theorist of postcolonial subjectivity, Homi Bhabha, is paired in this chapter with Louis
Althusser, a theorist of ideological formations of the subject. While this
comparison is clearly essential to any understanding of postcolonial subjectivity, Pannian alone has been canny enough to give it full, concentrated attention. In Chapter 3, the classic Said theme of exile comes in for
consideration. Here, Pannian argues how Said ascribes to exile an almost
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ontological importance. The primary texts reviewed in this chapter include
Said’s memoir and personal essays. In Chapter 4, Pannian turns to another
classic Said topos, the identity, nature, and function of the postcolonial or
exiled intellectual. He derives Said’s thinking from theorists well known
to Said scholars but gives the topic his own spin. In Chapter 5, the author
explores Said’s connection to Marxism. The argument here rests on Said’s
favorable remarks about a string of Frankfurt school theorists along with
Antonio Gramsci and Raymond Williams. As it is impossible to argue that
Said was himself a Marxist, the author settles for explaining that Said was
sympathetic to certain Marxist-humanist themes. The conclusion summarizes the chapters.
By packing between covers all the relevant arguments on Said’s theory
and practice of subjectivity, Prasad Pannian has written an insightful study
that fills a long-neglected gap in Said studies. This is an important book
for any scholar who wishes to understand the New Humanism as well as
the unique relationship of Edward Said to the compelling and many-sided
topic of subjectivity.
H. Aram Veeser, Professor, City College of New York and Graduate Center,
CUNY
Author of Edward Said: The Charisma of Criticism (Routledge, 2010).
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