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Series Editors’ Introduction
Medicine, health care and the wider social meaning and
management of health are undergoing major changes. In
part this reflects developments in science and technology,
which enable new forms of diagnosis, treatment and the
delivery of health care. It also reflects changes in the locus
of care and burden of responsibility for health. Today,
genetics, informatics, imaging and integrative technologies,
such as nanotechnology, are redefining our understanding
of the body, health and disease; at the same time, health
is no longer simply the domain of conventional medicine,
nor the clinic. The ‘birth of the clinic’ heralded the process through which health and illness became increasingly
subject to the surveillance of medicine. Although such
surveillance is more complex, sophisticated and precise as
seen in the search for ‘predictive medicine’, it is also more
provisional, uncertain and risk laden.
At the same time, the social management of health itself
is losing its anchorage in collective social relations and
shared knowledge and practice, whether at the level of the
local community or through state-funded socialised medicine. This individualisation of health is both culturally
driven and state sponsored, as the promotion of ‘self-care’
demonstrates. The very technologies that redefine health
are also the means through which this individualisation
can occur – through ‘e-health’, diagnostic tests, and the
commodification of restorative tissues, such as stem cells,
cloned embryos and so on.
This series explores these processes within and beyond
the conventional domain of ‘the clinic’, and asks whether
vi
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they amount to a qualitative shift in the social ordering and value of
medicine and health. Locating technical developments in wider socioeconomic and political processes, each book discusses and critiques
recent developments within health technologies in specific areas, drawing on a range of analyses provided by the social sciences.
The series has already published thirteen books that have explored
many of these issues, drawing on novel, critical and deeply informed
research undertaken by their authors. In doing so, the books have shown
how the boundaries between the three core dimensions that underpin the
whole series – health, technology and society – are changing in fundamental ways. This latest addition to the series, like its companion volume,
Inquiring into Human Enhancement: Interdisciplinary and International
Perspectives, takes this reconfiguring of boundaries further, especially as it
considers the relationships between humans and other animals, and the
biomedical practices that sometimes cross species.
Like its companion volume, this short collection provides an extremely
rich and strongly interdisciplinary interrogation of the concept of ‘enhancement’. The contributors started from the assumption that they could learn
more about human enhancement by examining long-standing practices of
‘improving’ animals. What emerged was a set of striking differences between
the practices surrounding humans and other animals. Not least, animals are
being modified largely in the service of human needs and priorities, with
little consideration for the animals themselves. The term ‘enhancement’
may not be fully appropriate as animals are manipulated or engineered in
order to improve their capacities to produce food for human consumption
or to serve as models for experimentation in biomedical research. As with
the companion volume, this book focuses on the practices and implications
of enhancement for society now and in the future.
This book is in some ways a departure for the series, through its explicit
focus on animals. Nonetheless it makes a major contribution to our understanding within the social sciences and humanities of the current and
likely future developments not only in animal enhancement, but also what
they might mean for human enhancement and the meaning of health.
As series Editors we are delighted to mark our entrance to the Palgrave
Pivot series with this provocative volume that will attract international
interest from scholars working across a number of disciplines. It will also
be of great interest to researchers and practitioners in biomedical fields
and in animal research.
Andrew Webster and Sally Wyatt
DOI: 10.1057/9781137542472.0002
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