Palgrave Series in Bioethics and Public Policy
Series editor
Sheldon Krimsky
Department of Urban and Environmental Policy
and Planning
Tufts University
Medford, MA, USA

Biotechnology continues to impact populations in myriad ways influencing contemporary issues in food supply, genetic therapy, health care,
biosecurity, terrorism, criminal justice, food supply, and environmental engineering among many other aspects of daily life. The ‘Palgrave
Series in Bioethics and Public Policy’ seeks to promote interdisciplinary
research that analyzes and assesses the social, environmental, and moral
ramifications of where this technology is taking us. With a wide range of
topics within bioethics open to the series, the project will provide a home
for cutting-edge research that bridges the divide between the natural and
social sciences. Based on the strengths in these fields within Palgrave,
and Macmillan Science and Higher Education more broadly, this series
will attract a dynamic and varied assortment of scholars to provide comprehensive evaluations of where biotechnology is taking our society-and
most importantly, if these directions are being forged appropriately and
ethically.
More information about this series at
http://www.springer.com/series/14662

Clement Loo · Robert A. Skipper, Jr.

Food Insecurity, the
Obesity Crisis, and
Exploitation in the US
Food System

Clement Loo
University of Minnesota
Morris, MN, USA

Robert A. Skipper, Jr.
University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati, OH, USA

Palgrave Series in Bioethics and Public Policy
ISBN 978-1-137-53703-4
ISBN 978-1-137-53704-1 (eBook)
DOI 10.1057/978-1-137-53704-1
Library of Congress Control Number: 2017943643
© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2017
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights
of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction
on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and
retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology
now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and
information in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication.
Neither the publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied,
with respect to the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have
been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published
maps and institutional affiliations.
Cover illustration: © nemesis2207/Fotolia.co.uk
Printed on acid-free paper
This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by Springer Nature
The registered company is Nature America Inc.
The registered company address is: 1 New York Plaza, New York, NY 10004, U.S.A.

Acknowledgements

This project began as part of a session organized by Mary C. Rawlinson
at the 2014 meeting of the European Consortium for Public Research.
The authors would like to thank the audience and participants of that
session. Their comments and suggests were invaluable in the writing of
this book. The authors would also like to express their gratitude to Mary
for organizing the session, without which this text may have never been
written. Finally, the authors must acknowledge Caleb Ward and an anonymous reviewer who offered a great deal of terrific feedback to earlier
versions of our argument.
Clement Loo thanks Adrienne Conley for being an endlessly patient
sounding board for ideas.
Robert A. Skipper acknowledges grant support from the Charles P.
Taft Research Center.

v

Contents

1

Introduction	 1

2

The New Face of Food Insecurity	 7

3

Consent and Exploitation	 31

4

Obesity and Coercion	 49

5

Moving Forward	 69

Bibliography 
81

Index 
85

vii

Abbreviations

%DV
ACA
ACSM
AGRA
AND
BBC
BMI
CDC
CHD
Codex
FAO
FDA
FIES
IFAD
LDC
NGO
SSA
UNFCCC
USDA
WFP
WHO
WTO

Percentage of Daily Recommended Value
Affordable Care Act
American College of Sports Medicine
Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics
British Broadcasting Corporation
Body Mass Index
Centers for Disease Control
Coronary Heart Disease
Codex Alimentarius
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
United States Food and Drug Administration
Food Insecurity Experience Scale
International Fund for Agricultural Development
Least Developed Countries
Non-governmental Organization
Sub-Saharan Africa
United Nations Framework Convention for Climate Change
United States Department of Agriculture
United Nations World Food Programme
World Health Organization
World Trade Organization

ix

List of Figures

Fig. 4.1

Generic food label prescribed by Codex and the FDA.	  54

xi

