
American Exceptionalism Revisited



This page intentionally left blank



American Exceptionalism Revisited

U S Political Development in 
Comparative Perspective

A x e l  H a d e n i u s



AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM REVISITED

Copyright © Axel Hadenius, 2015

Softcover reprint of the hardcover 1st edition 2015 978-1-137-52068-5

All rights reserved.

First published in 2015 by PALGRAVE MACMILLAN® in the United 
States—a division of St. Martin’s Press LLC, 175 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
NY 10010.

Where this book is distributed in the UK, Europe and the rest of the world, this 
is by Palgrave Macmillan, a division of Macmillan Publishers Limited, registered 
in England, company number 785998, of Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire 
RG21 6XS.

Palgrave Macmillan is the global academic imprint of the above companies and 
has companies and representatives throughout the world.

Palgrave® and Macmillan® are registered trademarks in the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Europe and other countries.

ISBN 978-1-349-70516-0                ISBN 978-1-137-52069-2 (eBook)
DOI 10.1057/9781137520692

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Hadenius, Axel, 1945–
  

American exceptionalism revisited : US political development in 
comparative perspective / by Axel Hadenius.

   

pages cm
  

Includes bibliographical references and index.
  
   

1. Exceptionalism—United States—History. 2. National characteristics, 
American—History. 3. Political culture—United States—History. I. Title. 
E169.1.H12 2015
306.20973—dc23

 

2014049944

A catalogue record of the book is available from the British Library.

Design by Amnet.

First edition: June 2015

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



Contents

Acknowledgments vii

1 Introduction 1

2  The United States of America: A Special Newcomer  
among States 7

3  A State Out of Sight—Which Became Increasingly Visible 17

4  Congress, President, and Parties: Shifting Roles 45

5  The Political Power of Courts: Judicial Supremacy,  
with Restrictions 111

6  Three (Less-Observed) Things about Elections 153

7  Direct-Democratic Elements 175

8  Special American Attributes 195

Notes 207

References 219

Index 233



This page intentionally left blank



Acknowledgments

This project has been going on for several years, and in that process many 
people, both at home and abroad, have given me constructive comments on 
various parts of the book. Thank you all!

I would like to express my gratitude to certain persons in particular: my 
old colleagues and friends Olof Petersson and Erik Åsard, who have strug-
gled with quite a few versions of this work, both early and late; my language 
examiner, Peter Mayers, who—besides linguistic contributions—has made 
many useful remarks of a substantive nature; and my dear wife, Karin, who 
has put up with this long drawn-out project and supported and helped me 
in many ways.


