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Series Editors’ Preface

Around the world, social movements have become legitimate, yet
contested, actors in local, national and global politics and civil society, yet we still know relatively little about their longer histories
and the trajectories of their development. Our series reacts to what
can be described as a recent boom in the history of social movements. We can observe a development from the crisis of labour
history in the 1980s to the boom in research on social movements
in the 2000s. The rise of historical interests in the development of
civil society and the role of strong civil societies as well as nongovernmental organizations in stabilizing democratically constituted
polities has strengthened the interest in social movements as a
constituent element of civil societies.
In different parts of the world, social movements continue to have
a strong inﬂuence on contemporary politics. In Latin America, trade
unions, labour parties and various left-of-centre civil society organizations have succeeded in supporting left-of-centre governments.
In Europe, peace movements, ecological movements and alliances
intent on campaigning against poverty and racial discrimination and
discrimination on the basis of gender and sexual orientation have
been able to set important political agendas for decades. In other
parts of the world, including Africa, India and South East Asia,
social movements have played a signiﬁcant role in various forms
of community-building and community politics. The contemporary
political relevance of social movements has undoubtedly contributed
to a growing historical interest in the topic.
Contemporary historians are not only beginning to historicize
these relatively recent political developments; they are also trying
to relate them to a longer history of social movements, including
traditional labour organizations, such as working-class parties and
trade unions. In the longue durée, we recognize that social movements are by no means a recent phenomenon and are not even an
exclusively modern phenomenon, although we realize that the onset
of modernity emanating from Europe and North America across
x
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the wider world from the eighteenth century onwards marks an
important departure point for the development of civil societies and
social movements.
In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the dominance of
national history over all other forms of history-writing led to a
thorough nationalization of the historical sciences. Hence social
movements have been examined traditionally within the framework
of the nation-state. Only during the last two decades have historians
begun to question the validity of such methodological nationalism
and to explore the development of social movements in comparative, connective and transnational perspective, taking into account
processes of transfer, reception and adaptation. Whilst our book
series does not preclude work that is still being carried out within
national frameworks (for, clearly, there is a place for such studies,
given the historical importance of the nation-state in history), it
hopes to encourage comparative and transnational histories on social
movements.
At the same time as historians have begun to research the history of
those movements, a range of social theorists, from Jürgen Habermas
to Pierre Bourdieu and from Slavoj Žižek to Alain Badiou as well as
Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe to Miguel Abensour, to name
but a few, have attempted to provide philosophical-cum-theoretical
frameworks in which to place and contextualize the development of
social movements. History has arguably been the most empirical of
all the social and human sciences, but it will be necessary for historians to explore further to what extent these social theories can be
helpful in guiding and framing the empirical work of the historian
in making sense of the historical development of social movements.
Hence the current series is also hoping to make a contribution to
the ongoing dialogue between social theory and the history of social
movements.
This series seeks to promote innovative historical research on the
history of social movements in the modern period since around 1750.
We bring together conceptually informed studies that analyze labour
movements, new social movements and other forms of protest
from early modernity to the present. With this series we seek to
revive, within the context of historiographical developments since
the 1970s, a conversation between historians on the one hand, and
sociologists, anthropologists and political scientists on the other.
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Unlike most of the concepts and theories developed by social scientists, we do not see social movements as directly linked, a priori, to
processes of social and cultural change and therefore do not adhere
to a view that distinguishes between old (labour) and new (middleclass) social movements. Instead, we want to establish the concept of
‘social movement’ as a heuristic device that allows historians of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries to investigate social and political protests in novel settings. Our aim is to historicize notions of
social and political activism in order to highlight different notions of
political and social protest on both left and right.
Hence, we conceive of ‘social movements’ in the broadest possible sense, encompassing social formations that lie between formal
organizations and mere protest events. But we also include processes of social and cultural change more generally in our understanding of social movements: this goes back to nineteenth-century
understandings of ‘social movement’ as processes of social and cultural change more generally. We also offer a home for studies that
systematically explore the political, social, economic and cultural
conditions in which social movements can emerge. We are especially
interested in transnational and global perspectives on the history of
social movements, and in studies that engage critically and creatively
with political, social and sociological theories in order to make historically grounded arguments about social movements. In short, this
series seeks to offer innovative historical work on social movements,
while also helping to historicize the concept of ‘social movement’.
It also hopes to revitalize the conversation between historians and
historical sociologists in analyzing what Charles Tilly has called the
‘dynamics of contention’.
Inna Shtakser’s The Making of Jewish Revolutionaries in the Pale of
Settlement is an excellent example of what has been described as the
‘new labour history’, that is to say a labour history that moves beyond
mere organizational and ideological history and borrows from a range
of other historical subﬁelds thereby moving the subject of labour history back into the centre of the historical discipline. Shtakser tells the
story of young working-class Jewish revolutionaries in Russia during
the Russian Revolution of 1905 and the major anti-Jewish pogroms
between 1905 and 1907. Her book can be described as a contribution
to the young ﬁeld of the history of emotions, as it is the revolutionaries’ feelings and their impact on their hopes, aspirations, ideological
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positionings and argumentations that move centre stage in this volume. The revolutionaries’ conversion to utopian ideals is shown to
be not only an intellectual process but also an emotional one and the
ego-documents (letters and autobiographies) that are at the heart of
the source material used in this study, are extremely adept at bringing
out this emotional side of the conversion process.
Raymond Williams’ notion of a ‘structure of feelings’ as an explanatory factor for agency in history looms large over Shtakser’s study, as
does William M. Reddy’s concept of the ‘emotional regime’. The idea
that changes in emotional regimes are tightly related to questions
of political changes are productively explored in this volume. The
issues of subjectivity, identity and politics are brought together here
in highly innovative ways.
The central question posed by Shtakser focuses on changes to
personal identities, attitudes and behaviours that she connects to
an exposure to revolutionary events and ideologies. In the view of
the author, 1905 marks a seminal event in the lifeworlds of many
working-class Jews. Shtakser probes into the cultural meanings of the
political radicalism championed by her protagonists. She examines
their social conditions of everyday life, the relationships that they
enjoyed with their families and wider Jewish communities, as well as
their attitudes towards a variety of non-Jewish revolutionary groups
and parties. In particular, she investigates their positioning towards
the revolutionary intelligentsia, which was deeply rooted in student
milieus. What she ﬁnds is a complex Jewish socialist youth culture,
in which emotional and political experiences were intertwined to
produce a stark commitment to revolution.
The adherence of Jewish socialists to socialist internationalism
could, however, at times sit uneasily with their commitment to protect their own local Jewish communities from pogroms in which the
non-Jewish working class sometimes played a prominent role. They
had to answer the question of why the social class that, according to
their newfound belief, was oppressed like the Jews, were behaving in
an oppressive manner. Their revolutionary commitment, thus tested,
often resulted in a strong orientation towards education, as education was widely seen as the true path to achieving human dignity
and respectability for all the repressed – Jewish and non-Jewish alike.
Shtakser’s study, whilst rooted in history, is clearly inﬂuenced by and
in turn impacts on a range of other disciplines, including cultural
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studies, anthropology, literary studies (particularly the study of autobiography as a genre of writing) and sociology. Overall, this volume
manages to give a lively account of the birth of a lost trans-class and
transnational Jewish revolutionary world in Russia. It calls out for
more studies productively engaging labour history with the history
of emotions and begs comparison with the attitude of young Jewish
workers towards revolutionary socialism in other parts of the world
at the beginning of the twentieth century.
Stefan Berger, Ruhr University Bochum, and
Holger Nehring, Stirling University
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A Note on Dates, Place Names
and Translations

The dates that I use in this book are those used in the documents. This
is an important point to make because many of the documents refer
to the Julian calendar, which was abandoned by the Bolsheviks in
1918, rather than the Gregorian calendar that was used in the rest
of Europe. Before 1900, a Julian calendar date was 12 days before its
corresponding Gregorian calendar date. Beginning in 1900, a Julian
date was 13 days before its corresponding Gregorian date.
I use the Russian names of cities and villages because most of my
documents are in Russian. Referring to several names for each place
would make the text unreadable, and so the prevalent ofﬁcial
place names used during the period covered by this book are also
used here.
All the translations in this work are mine. My transliterations drop
the system of the Library of Congress of soft and hard signs to meet
better the contemporary reader’s expectations.
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