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Series Editor’s Foreword

A

riane Chebel d’Appollonia’s book on immigration, securitization, and mobilization in the United States and Europe focuses
on the very heart of the politics of immigration on both sides of
the Atlantic. During the past decade, issues of immigration have been
increasingly tied to questions of state security. This is perhaps less surprising in Europe, where the majority of immigrants have been Muslim.
At a time of increasing political chaos in the Islamic world, large and
growing immigrant Muslim populations in Europe have been politically
framed as threats both to national identity and to national security. It
is more surprising in the United States, where it has taken considerably
more political effort and creativity to link Latino and Asian immigration to challenges of security.
Moreover, the f low of immigration is very different on both sides of
the Atlantic. The steady rise of legal immigration into the United States
since 1965 has not been challenged. There have been no legislative
efforts to halt or even cut back legal immigration since the 1990s, and
recent proposals to “reform” immigration have all contained proposals
to expand legal flows. Efforts to block entry have all dealt with undocumented migrants, or migrants who have overstayed their legal visas.
Although levels of legal entry into Europe have been roughly similar
to those of the United States, the political opposition even to legal immigration has been strong, and has grown stronger during the past decade,
as radical right political parties have achieved political breakthroughs.
In contrast to the United States, countries in Europe have been politically sensitive to perceived challenges to their national identity, and, as
Chebel d’Appollonia carefully notes, have taken action meant to deal
with these challenges.
Despite these important differences, however, this book makes clear
that the immigration-security nexus has been powerful on both sides
of the Atlantic. The perceived threats to security may not be exactly
the same in Europe and the United States, but the administrative and
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legislative actions have had surprisingly similar rationales. Moreover,
the impact in each case has also been similar.
The core of this book is really about the impact of securitization
programs, both on the targeted groups and on their social and political
incorporation. Instead of facilitating incorporation, securitization measures raise obstacles that often cannot be met, and therefore exaccerbate
the problem.
On the other hand, these measures tend to inf luence and shape patterns of immigrant/ethnic mobilization on both sides of the Atlantic.
This is the most important part of the story in this book, since it involves,
for the most part, those migrants who are now in fact European and
American. The way that they integrate into the political system will be
the other side of impact—the impact that immigrant populations have
on electoral and more general political outcomes.
In this context, as Chebel d’Appollonia demonstrates in chapter four,
securitization often has perverse effects. Rather than promoting deeper
integration and social peace, these policies tend to promote greater ethnic identity and protest mobilization. In Europe, the impact appears to
have deepened, rather than undermined multiculturalism, and politicized ethnic identities in important ways.
This is an important study. It both integrates a broad range of scholarly literature, and takes in new directions. I am very pleased that we
have been able to publish it in the Europe in Transition series.
Martin A. Schain
New York University
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his book addresses some of the questions I listed in the conclusion of Frontiers of Fear: Immigration and Insecurity in the
United States and Europe (2012). It constitutes part of a transatlantic research project on the Securitization of Migrant Integration
(SOMI). It is a Sorbonne Nouvelle-Sciences Po initiative funded by
Idex Sorbonne Paris Cité. The project, codirected by Romain Garbaye
(Paris III) and myself, examines the relationship between security governance and subsequent forms of immigrant and minority mobilization
in Europe and the United States. The central issues addressed by SOMI
participants are threefold: First, the ways in which security governance affects migrants’ and minorities’ collective identities and actions;
Second, how these effects vary among different migrant and minority
groups, within and across countries; and finally, how various forms of
mobilization may have a reciprocal impact on subsequent immigration
and integration policies.
I am pleased to acknowledge the financial and logistical support provided in the writing of this book by Université Sorbonne Paris Cité
(USPC), and the CEVIPOF (Center for the Study of Political Life) at
Sciences Po—Paris.
I had the opportunity to present some of the arguments developed in this book when participating in conferences organized by the
International Studies Association (ISA) in Toronto and the Council
for European Studies (CES) in Amsterdam. I would like to specially
thank Patrick Ireland and Anthony Messina for their comments at these
conferences. I also thank my graduate assistant at Rutgers University,
Meghan Sullivan, for her boundless energy and attention in helping me
to collect the most relevant and recent materials.
I am pleased to have this opportunity to express my deepest thanks
to Martin Schain who has supported my work and my morale for so
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many years. He has always provided me with valued guidance (except
when it comes to trekking in the woods of upstate New York).
Finally I acknowledge the paradoxical contribution of Simon
Reich—my beloved husband, best friend, and merciless critic. I benefited a lot from his multiple close reads of the manuscript in its various
forms. This book is dedicated to him, with love and gratitude.

