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We would like to express our sincere thanks to the authors for their
commitment and readiness to accompany us throughout this editorial and
intellectual enterprise. We appreciate their individual contributions as much
as their willingness to engage in this conversation with us, thus linking their
speciﬁc case studies to the questions we aimed to discuss herein.
Our gratitude goes also to the authors of the photographs, who have
accorded the necessary publishing rights, and to Stefanie Schumacher, who
diligently searched for and contacted those holding the copyright for the
images. Every attempt has been made to contact the owners of property
rights. If, however, any have inadvertently been overlooked, the editors and
publishers will be more than willing to make the appropriate arrangements
at the earliest opportunity.
The photograph illustrating the cover of this volume was taken by Esteban
Luis Santamaría on the site of what was, under the Argentine military dictatorship in the 1970s, the clandestine detention centre El Campito, in the
Province of Buenos Aires. This land still belongs to Campo de Mayo, where
Argentina’s main military corps continues to operate its headquarters today.
The former detention facilities have, however, been demolished in order
to erase all traces of the kidnapping and murder of thousands of people.
Meanwhile, the place has been expropriated from the military to search for
remnants of the disappeared, and trials to judge the crimes committed there
are being carried out in Argentine courts. The picture was taken in September 1999 – a time when impunity laws still prevailed in the country – during
a commemoration organized by relatives and friends of the disappeared, in
order to draw attention to the place. The act involved placing the silhouettes
that have become characteristic of actions carried out by Argentine human
rights movements in memory of the desaparecidos. When Esteban Santamaría – himself a son of disappeared – gave his permission to use the picture,
he wrote the following words about the moment the photograph was taken:
‘When they installed the silhouettes, the wind was buffeting against them,
the landscape behind them was inﬁnite, the trees had no leaves, everything
seemed so solitary. As we were leaving, I looked at everybody and noticed
how sad we were to leave those silhouettes of the detainee-disappeared there
alone.’ The editors wish that this book may help the memories of the disappeared and murdered not to remain alone, with the wind and a desolate
landscape as sole witnesses.
Estela Schindel dedicates her work in this book in memory of Leib and
Ester Malka Ortner Z’L and their children and grandchildren murdered in
Belzec in 1942.
Pamela Colombo wishes to dedicate this book to her niece, Anita, and
nephew, Benicio, hoping that they can grow up imagining new spaces
of hope.
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