Retrieving the Radical Tillich

Radical Theologies
Radical Theologies is a call for transformational theologies that break out of traditional locations and approaches. The rhizomic ethos of radical theologies enable
the series to engage with an ever-expanding radical expression and critique of theologies that have entered or seek to enter the public sphere, arising from the continued turn to religion and especially radical theology in politics, social sciences,
philosophy, theory, cultural, and literary studies. The post-theistic theology both
driving and arising from these intersections is the focus of this series.

Series Editors
Mike Grimshaw is associate professor of Sociology at Canterbury University in
New Zealand.
Michael Zbaraschuk is lecturer at the University of Washington, Tacoma, and
visiting assistant professor at Pacific Lutheran University.
Joshua Ramey is visiting assistant professor at Haverford College.
Religion, Politics, and the Earth: The New Materialism
By Clayton Crockett and Jeffrey W. Robbins
The Apocalyptic Trinity
By Thomas J. J. Altizer
Foucault/Paul: Subjects of Power
By Sophie Fuggle
A Non-Philosophical Theory of Nature: Ecologies of Thought
By Anthony Paul Smith
On Philosophy as a Spiritual Exercise: A Symposium
Edited by Philip Goodchild
The Counter-Narratives of Radical Theology and Popular Music: Songs of Fear
and Trembling
Edited by Mike Grimshaw
Theology after the Birth of God: Atheist Conceptions in Cognition and Culture
By F. LeRon Shults
Theopoetics of the Word: A New Beginning of Word and World
By Gabriel Vahanian; Foreword by Noëlle Vahanian
Economics in Spirit and Truth: A Moral Philosophy of Finance
By Nimi Wariboko
Retrieving the Radical Tillich: His Legacy and Contemporary Importance
Edited by Russell Re Manning

Retrieving the Radical Tillich
His Legacy and Contemporary
Importance

Edited by

RUSSELL RE MANNING

RETRIEVING THE RADICAL TILLICH

Copyright © Russell Re Manning, 2015.
Softcover reprint of the hardcover 1st edition 2015 978-1-137-38083-8

All rights reserved.
First published in 2015 by
PALGRAVE MACMILLAN®
in the United States—a division of St. Martin’s Press LLC,
175 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010.
Where this book is distributed in the UK, Europe and the rest of the world,
this is by Palgrave Macmillan, a division of Macmillan Publishers Limited,
registered in England, company number 785998, of Houndmills,
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6XS.
Palgrave Macmillan is the global academic imprint of the above companies
and has companies and representatives throughout the world.
Palgrave® and Macmillan® are registered trademarks in the United States,
the United Kingdom, Europe and other countries.
ISBN 978-1-349-67767-2
DOI 10.1057/9781137373830

ISBN 978-1-137-37383-0 (eBook)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Retrieving the radical Tillich : his legacy and contemporary
importance / edited by Russell Re Manning.
pages cm.—(Radical theologies)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
1. Tillich, Paul, 1886–1965—Inﬂuence. 2. Death of God theology.
3. Theology, Doctrinal—History—20th century. I. Re Manning, Russell,
editor.
BX4827.T53R48 2015
230.092—dc23

2014047626

A catalogue record of the book is available from the British Library.
Design by Newgen Knowledge Works (P) Ltd., Chennai, India.
First edition: June 2015
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Contents

Series Preface

vii

Acknowledgments

ix

Introduction The Real Tillich Is the Radical Tillich
Russell Re Manning

1

Part I Tillich’s Radical Legacy
1 A Homage to Paulus
Thomas J. J. Altizer
2

3

Paul Tillich and the Death of God: Breaking the Confines
of Heaven and Rethinking the Courage to Be
Daniel J. Peterson

31

God Is a Symbol for God: Paul Tillich and the Contours of
Any Possible Radical Theology
Richard Grigg

47

4 The Nemesis Hex: Mary Daly and the Pirated
Proto-Patriarchal Paulus
Christopher D. Rodkey
5 Parataxis and Theonomy: Tillich and Adorno in Dialogue
Christopher Craig Brittain
6

23

Peacemaking on the Boundary
Matthew Lon Weaver

65
81
99

Part II Tillich and Contemporary Radical Theologies
7 The Irrelevance and Relevance of the Radical,
Impure Tillich
Mike Grimshaw

113

vi

Contents
Socialism’s Multitude: Tillich’s The Socialist Decision and
Resisting the US Imperial
Mark Lewis Taylor

133

9 Changing Ontotheology: Paul Tillich, Catherine Malabou,
and the Plastic God
Jeffrey W. Robbins

159

8

10

Can There Be a Theology of Disenchantment? Speculative
Realism, Correlationism, and Unbinding the nihil in Tillich
Thomas A. James

179

11

Depth and the Void: Tillich and Žižek via Schelling
Clayton Crockett

193

12

The Critical Project in Schelling, Tillich, and Goodchild
Daniel Whistler

209

13

Radical Apologetics: Paul Tillich and Radical Philosophical
Atheism
Russell Re Manning

233

Bibliography

249

Notes on Contributors

265

Index

269

Series Preface

Radical Theologies encompasses the intersections of constructive theology, secular theology, death of god theologies, political theologies, continental thought, and contemporary culture.
For too long, radical theology has been wandering in the wilderness,
while other forms of theological discourse have been pontificating to
increasingly smaller audiences. However, there has been a cross-disciplinary
rediscovery and turn to radical theologies as locations from which to
engage with the multiplicities of the twenty-first-century society, wherein
the radical voice is also increasingly a theologically engaged voice with
the recovery and rediscovery of radical theology as that which speaks the
critique of “truth to power.”
Radical Theologies reintroduces radical theological discourse into
the public eye, debate, and discussion by covering the engagement of radical theology with culture, society, literature, politics, philosophy, and the
discipline of religion.
Providing an outlet for those writing and thinking at the intersections
of these areas with radical theology, Radical Theologies expresses an
interdisciplinary engagement and approach that was being undertaken
without a current series to situate itself within. This series—the first dedicated to radical theology—is also dedicated to redefining the very terms of
theology as a concept and practice.
Just as rhizomic thought engages with multiplicities and counters dualistic and prescriptive approaches, this series offers a timely outlet for an
expanding field of “breakout” radical theologies that seek to redefine the
very terms of theology. This includes work on and about the so-labeled
death of god theologies and theologians who emerged in the 1960s and
those who follow in their wake. Other radical theologies emerge from what
can be termed underground theologies and also a/theological foundations.
All share the aim and expression of breaking out of walls previously ideologically invisible.
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