Faith, Philosophy and the Reflective Muslim

Palgrave Frontiers in Philosophy of Religion
Series Editors: Yujin Nagasawa and Erik Wielenberg
Titles include
Zain Ali
FAITH, PHILOSOPHY AND THE REFLECTIVE MUSLIM
Yujin Nagasawa (editor)
SCIENTIFIC APPROACHES TO THE PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION
Forthcoming titles
István Aranyosi
GOD, MIND AND LOGICAL SPACE
A Revisionary Approach to Divinity
Gregory Dawes and James Maclaurin (editors)
COGNITIVE SCIENCE AND RELIGION
Trent Dougherty
THE PROBLEM OF ANIMAL PAIN
A Theodicy for All Creatures Great and Small
Aaron Rizzieri
PRAGMATIC ENCROACHMENT, RELIGIOUS BELIEF AND PRACTICE
Aaron Smith
THINKING ABOUT RELIGION
Extending the Cognitive Science of Religion

Palgrave Frontiers in Philosophy of Religion
Series Standing Order ISBN 978–0–230–35443–2 Hardback
(outside North America only)
You can receive future titles in this series as they are published by placing a standing order.
Please contact your bookseller or, in case of difficulty, write to us at the address below with
your name and address, the title of the series and the ISBN quoted above.
Customer Services Department, Macmillan Distribution Ltd, Houndmills, Basingstoke,
Hampshire RG21 6XS, England

Faith, Philosophy and
the Reflective Muslim
Zain Ali
Head of the Islamic Studies Research Unit
University of Auckland, New Zealand

© Zain Ali 2013
Softcover reprint of the hardcover 1st edition 2013 978-1-137-28635-2
All rights reserved. No reproduction, copy or transmission of this
publication may be made without written permission.
No portion of this publication may be reproduced, copied or transmitted
save with written permission or in accordance with the provisions of the
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, or under the terms of any licence
permitting limited copying issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency,
Saffron House, 6–10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS.
Any person who does any unauthorized act in relation to this publication
may be liable to criminal prosecution and civil claims for damages.
The author has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this work
in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.
First published 2013 by
PALGRAVE MACMILLAN
Palgrave Macmillan in the UK is an imprint of Macmillan Publishers Limited,
registered in England, company number 785998, of Houndmills, Basingstoke,
Hampshire RG21 6XS.
Palgrave Macmillan in the US is a division of St Martin’s Press LLC,
175 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010.
Palgrave Macmillan is the global academic imprint of the above companies
and has companies and representatives throughout the world.
Palgrave® and Macmillan® are registered trademarks in the United States,
the United Kingdom, Europe and other countries
ISBN 978-1-349-44931-6
ISBN 978-1-137-28636-9 (eBook)
DOI 10.1057/9781137286369

This book is printed on paper suitable for recycling and made from fully
managed and sustained forest sources. Logging, pulping and manufacturing
processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the
country of origin.
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.
A catalog record for this book is available from the Library of Congress.
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
22 21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13

Come, come, whoever you are.
Wonderer, worshipper, lover of leaving.
It doesn’t matter.
Ours is not a caravan of despair.
Come, even if you have broken your vow
a thousand times
Come, yet again, come, come.
Rumi
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Series Editors’ Preface
The philosophy of religion has experienced a welcome re-vitalisation
over the last fifty years or so and is now thriving. Our hope with the
Palgrave Frontiers in Philosophy of Religion series is to contribute to the
continued vitality of the philosophy of religion by producing works that
truly break new ground in the field.
Accordingly, each book in this series advances some debate in the
philosophy of religion by offering a novel argument to establish a strikingly original thesis or approaching an ongoing dispute from a radically
new point of view. Each book accomplishes this by utilising recent developments in empirical sciences or cutting-edge research in foundational
areas of philosophy, or by adopting historically neglected approaches.
We expect the series to enrich debates within the philosophy of religion both by expanding the range of positions and arguments on offer
and establishing important links between the philosophy of religion
and other fields, including not only other areas of philosophy but the
empirical sciences as well.
Our ultimate aim, then, is to produce a series of exciting books that
explore and expand the frontiers of the philosophy of religion and
connect it with other areas of inquiry. We are grateful to Palgrave
Macmillan for taking on this project as well as to the authors of the
books in the series.
Yujin Nagasawa and Erik J. Wielenberg
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