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Content and Context in Theological Ethics, as a new series in the
Palgrave Macmillan titles in religion, offers a fresh look at the
millennia-old tradition of ethics engaging religions, their scriptures
and revered texts, and their theological reflections on what matters
and why. The series is first and foremost focused on ethics, done
from theological and religious perspectives, and rooted in the particular contexts and lived experience of real people in history, in the
present, and hoped for in the future. While engaged by diverse contexts, themes emerging in the series span the gamut of research in
ethics that provoke theological and/or religious concerns; for example, as this text demonstrates, theo-ethical reflection on and action in
the global public health crises of HIV infections, AIDS deaths, and
their co-morbidities. Since contemporary work in ethics is increasingly context driven and characterized by diversity, this series brings
contextual theological and religious ethics to bear on the content
explored.
Theology in the Age of Global AIDS & HIV brings new insight and
practical suggestions to thinking ethically about a condition peculiar to our times: the pandemic proportions of HIV and AIDS.
As with other subjects engaged in this series, inherited traditions
regarding fault or favor are measured through detailed analysis of the
concrete/context-laden lived experience of the people the traditions
claim as their own and critical reflection on what was the past for
them and/or what could be for the future. The series provides scholars
books of interest on a broad range of subjects in ethics identified with a
particular community whose voice and experience is underrepresented
in ethics, theology, religious studies, and related disciplines.
I am privileged to include in the series’ first year of publication
this text dedicated to a subject and a people dear to me. Insofar as
one person has HIV or AIDS the whole of humanity has HIV and
AIDS (in the Catholic Christian tradition the saying goes: “The Body
of Christ, the Church, has AIDS”). With Theology in the Age of Global
AIDS & HIV, Cassie Trentaz takes readers through the questions that
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theological ethicists ask about burdens, disproportionate burden and
risk, and structures that exacerbate the social construction of care with
and for people with HIV and AIDS.
I write as I continue my own advocacy for and study with people
living with and affected by the HIV and AIDS pandemic. What matters for me is that theological ethicists and people of goodwill should
be concerned that responses to those infected with and affected by
HIV and AIDS have yet to be fully realized, that the pandemic will
not go away by wishful, prayerful, or avoidance thinking, and that
if we mobilize for our HIV+ sister or brother down the hall then
we should mobilize similarly for our sisters and brothers across the
globe. This summer, 2012, the International AIDS Conference met
in Washington DC to consider “turning the tide together,” including the return of the conference to the United States after a 22-year
moratorium. In 1992 the Governing Council of the International
AIDS Society adopted a policy prohibiting it rightly from holding
its conferences in countries that restrict entry of people living with
HIV and AIDS—that policy meant no more meetings in the United
States. However, following US President Barack Obama’s October
2009 announcement that the nation would end its entry restrictions, the IAS Governing Council voted for “AIDS 2012” to meet in
Washington DC. The removal of those restrictions restores an ethics of
justice for participants while it challenges the complacence of privilege.
Readers, welcome to the series and . . . enjoy!
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