Schooling in the Age of Austerity

New Frontiers in Education, Culture, and Politics
Edited by Kenneth J. Saltman
New Frontiers focuses on both topical educational issues and highly original works
of educational policy and theory that are critical, publicly engaged, and interdisciplinary, drawing on contemporary philosophy and social theory. The books in the
series aim to push the bounds of academic and public educational discourse while
remaining largely accessible to an educated reading public. New Frontiers aims to
contribute to thinking beyond the increasingly unified view of public education for
narrow economic ends (economic mobility for the individual and global economic
competition for the society) and in terms of efficacious delivery of education as akin
to a consumable commodity. Books in the series provide both innovative and original
criticism and offer visions for imagining educational theory, policy, and practice for
radically different, egalitarian, and just social transformation.
Published by Palgrave Macmillan:
Education in the Age of Biocapitalism: Optimizing Educational Life
for a Flat World
By Clayton Pierce
Schooling in the Age of Austerity: Urban Education and the Struggle
for Democratic Life
By Alexander J. Means

Schooling in the Age of Austerity
Urban Education and the Struggle
for Democratic Life

Alexander J. Means

SCHOOLING IN THE AGE OF AUSTERITY

Copyright © Alexander J. Means, 2013.

Softcover reprint of the hardcover 1st edition 2013 978-1-137-03203-4
All rights reserved.
First published in 2013 by
PALGRAVE MACMILLAN®
in the United States—a division of St. Martin’s Press LLC,
175 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010.
Where this book is distributed in the UK, Europe and the rest of the world,
this is by Palgrave Macmillan, a division of Macmillan Publishers Limited,
registered in England, company number 785998, of Houndmills,
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6XS.
Palgrave Macmillan is the global academic imprint of the above companies
and has companies and representatives throughout the world.
Palgrave® and Macmillan® are registered trademarks in the United States,
the United Kingdom, Europe and other countries.

ISBN 978-1-137-03204-1
DOI 10.1057/9781137032058

ISBN 978-1-137-03205-8 (eBook)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Means, Alexander J., 1977–
Schooling in the age of austerity : urban education and the struggle for
democratic life / Alexander J. Means.
p. cm.
1. Urban schools—United States—Case studies. 2. Public schools—United
States—Case studies. 3. Children with social disabilities—Education—United
States—Case studies. 4. Education—Social aspects—United States—Case
studies. 5. Equality—United States—Case studies. 6. Neoliberalism—United
States—Case studies. I. Title.
LC5131.M37 2012
370.9173⬘2—dc23
A catalogue record of the book is available from the British Library.
Design by Newgen Imaging Systems (P) Ltd., Chennai, India.
First edition: February 2013
Transferred to Digital Printing in 2013

2012033670

Contents

Acknowledgments
Introduction: Schooling in a Time of Crisis and Austerity

vii
1

Part I Neoliberal Schooling and the Politics of Security
1

Securing Precarious Urban Futures

15

2

Chicago and the Management of Social Research

37

Part II Narratives of Enclosure and Possibility
3

Learning by Dispossession: Objective Violence and
Educational Failure

55

4

Criminality or Sociality: A Zero Sum Game?

89

5

Searching for Human Security and Citizenship

119

Conclusion: Public Schooling for a Common Security

145

Notes

157

Bibliography

165

Index

175

Acknowledgments

L

ike all large projects, this book owes a debt to the kindness and generosity
of many people. I should begin by thanking all of the educators, activists,
and young people at Carter High School who took the time to talk with me and
whose perspectives and experiences animate the text. Kathleen Gallagher needs
to be singled out as well for supervising my PhD. Her passion and insight into
ethnography and the study of culture and human beings has been a source of
great inspiration. My gratitude also goes to Ken Saltman. His continued intellectual engagement and generosity have informed my thinking on a wide range of
the issues taken up in this project, particularly around the relationship between
security and neoliberalism. This project has also benefited from the support of
many scholars who have provided opportunities and inspiration over the last
several years. I would like to particularly thank Henry and Susan Giroux, Robin
Truth Goodman, Roland Sintos Coloma, Megan Boler, Roger Simon, Pauline
Lipman, Stephen Haymes, Michael Peters, Noah De Lissovoy, Chris Robbins,
Tyson Lewis, Miles Weafer, Diane Uí Thonnaigh, Bryan Hoekstra, Kendall
Taylor, and Josh Shepard. I owe special thanks to Kari Dehli, Caroline Fusco,
and Alan Sears for serving on my PhD committee and for their support of my
work. Special thanks also to those in the Critical Reading Group and the Society
and Security Project at OISE, especially Shahrzad Mojab, Amir Hassanpour,
Sara Carpenter, Tara Silver, Jesse Bazzul, and Chris Arthur. I also want to
thank my friends Michael Conway and Paul Aitken. Paul Aitken, in particular,
deserves being singled for gracefully accepting his role as my primary computer
technician, document formatter, music collaborator, and sounding board for my
various neurotic anxieties about academic life. Special thanks are also due to
my family, especially to my sister Sarah for opening her home to me during
the research phase of this project and also for providing continued inspiration
through her talents as a teacher. Thanks also to Ken Berkey and to my twin
nieces Cecelia and Caroline and nephew Jack for generally making things more
interesting on my visits to Chicago. Thanks are also due to both my parents
for their unconditional love and support over many years. My father’s lifelong
commitment to ideas and his enthusiasm for my work and our discussions on
critical theory and politics continue to be deeply appreciated. And finally, and
most importantly, to Anna Gelino, whose friendship, love, and support mean
everything.

