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Preface
It is not unusual to uncover gaps between theory and practice in modern
society – from the field of economics to peace negotiations. Sometimes the
gap arises from the complexity of a given problem, which makes the application of any theory unstable. In other cases, the cause lies with individual
solutions that are unable to make themselves heard above the din of theoretical dispute or the competing expectations of stakeholders.
On the subject addressed by this book it would be surprising not to find
such a gap. Governance, network and partnership are concepts that were
introduced into public debate barely 30 years ago, and are still not fully
understood in the same way by all. What is more, academics and practitioners have come to attribute different meanings to these concepts, producing serious implications on the ground. In this area, as in many others,
it is practice that has led the way, not theory, opening up new subjects for
academic research. However, several decades after the emergence of these
new themes, practice is still left unsupported by science. Increasingly, new
developments are occurring in the open space that surrounds public policy –
between government and other stakeholders – whose purposes go well
beyond the principal subjects of existing research paradigms. What academia should offer is not only an evaluation of the various instruments being
used, but what role an enhanced structure of local governance can play in
ensuring that society’s new and emerging needs are met.
This book suggests new avenues for reconciling theory and practice and
provides concrete advice to those involved in supporting, working in and
learning from partnerships on the ground. The decision to pursue this
research was made during a conference that we organised in Australia on
25–27 September 20061, which attracted 600 people from three continents
and generated 200 papers from both the scientific and practitioner communities. The discussions held there convinced us of the need to change the
way we currently think about governance and partnership. This volume
includes a number of selected peer-reviewed papers which we feel best represent the main thrusts and most important innovations within the debate
and which have also inspired some additional studies.

1

‘Government and Communities in Partnerships: From Theory to Practice’,
Melbourne Park, Victoria, Australia, 25–27 September 2006. The event was organised
by the Centre for Public Policy at the University of Melbourne in collaboration with
the OECD LEED Programme, the government of Victoria and The Age newspaper.
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We are indebted to the contributors to this volume for taking the time and
effort to engage in this project. We also very much appreciated the help
from the anonymous peer reviewers of these papers. In addition we would
like to thank Francesca Froy, who provided comments on various parts of
this volume; Kathleen Asjes, who helped prepare the manuscript; and the
staff at Palgrave Macmillan for their support throughout.
It is our hope that this book will help both the scientific and practitioner
communities, and set theory and practice onto a new path of convergence.
Mark Considine and Sylvain Giguère
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