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Series Editor’s Foreword
As I write, we have witnessed historic people’s revolutions in Tunisia,
and Egypt, and are witnessing the rise of social movements against
autocratic rulers and neoliberal economic policies in other parts of
the Arab world, most notably Libya. And as many of us are glued to
the media and hungry for news, we hear very little about women’s
roles in these movements, women’s leadership in organizing the community resistance in Tahrir Square (Egypt), women’s visions, dreams,
and strategic organizing skills in these revolutions. And yet, we see
images of women confronting armed police, organizing picket lines,
reeling from being beaten by militias, and video taping and blogging
at great risk to themselves. The last two months have profoundly
changed the landscape of democratic and social justice struggles in
the Arab world, and while women are perhaps less visible than we
would like, gender politics remain at the center of these human rights
struggles. Perhaps we need better lenses, better feminist analytics to
“see” women’s participation and leadership in these revolutions. The
mobilization of transnational organizing and knowledge networks is
readily acknowledged in the current anti-authoritarian social movements, and women’s broad based participation in creating sustainable infrastructures is evident to some of us. But, many of us still
ask “where are the women?” Transnational Borderlands in Women’s
Global Networks: The Making of Cultural Resistance provides some
provisional answers to this question. As a whole the book provides
innovative feminist theoretical and methodological lenses that allow
us to “see” and analyze transnational forms of cultural resistance.
Transnational Borderlands is thus a perfect fit for the CFS series.
The Comparative Feminist Studies (CFS) series is designed to foreground writing, organizing, and reflection on feminist trajectories
across the historical and cultural borders of nation-states. It takes up
fundamental analytic and political issues involved in the cross-cultural
production of knowledge about women and feminism, examining the
politics of scholarship and knowledge in relation to feminist organizing and social justice movements. Drawing on feminist thinking
in a number of fields, the CFS series targets innovative, comparative
feminist scholarship, pedagogical and curricular strategies, and community organizing and political education. It explores a comparative
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feminist praxis that addresses some of the most urgent questions facing progressive critical thinkers and activists today.
Over the decades, feminists across the globe have been variously
successful at addressing fundamental issues of oppression and liberation. In our search for gender justice in the early twenty first century, however, we inherit a number of the challenges our mothers and
grandmothers faced. But there are also new challenges to face as we
attempt to make sense of a world indelibly marked by the failure of
postcolonial (and advanced) capitalist and communist nation-states
to provide for the social, economic, spiritual, and psychic needs of the
majority of the world’s population. In the year 2011, globalization has
come to represent the interests of corporations and the free market
rather than self-determination and freedom from political, cultural,
and economic domination for all the world’s peoples. The project of
U.S. Empire building, the rise of Islamophobia in the United States
and Europe, alongside the dominance of corporate capitalism and
neoliberalism kills, disenfranchises, and impoverishes women everywhere. Militarization, environmental degradation, heterosexist State
practices, religious fundamentalisms, sustained migrations of peoples
across the borders of nations and geopolitical regions, environmental
crises, and the exploitation of women’s labor by capital all pose profound challenges for feminists at this time. Neoliberal economic policies and discourses of development and progress mark yet another
form of colonial/imperial governance, masking the exercise of power
over peoples lives through claims of empowerment. Recovering and
remembering insurgent histories, and seeking new understandings of
political subjectivities and citizenship have never been so important,
at a time marked by social amnesia, global consumer culture, and the
worldwide mobilization of fascist notions of “national security.”
These are some of the very challenges the CFS series is designed to
address. The series takes as its fundamental premise the need for feminist engagement with global as well as local ideological, historical,
economic, and political processes, and the urgency of transnational
dialogue in building an ethical culture capable of withstanding and
transforming the commodified and exploitative practices of global
governance structures, culture, and economics. Individual volumes in
the CFS series provide systemic and challenging interventions into the
(still) largely Euro-Western feminist studies knowledge base, while
simultaneously highlighting the work that can and needs to be done
to envision and enact cross-cultural, multiracial feminist solidarity.
Transnational Borderlands is a book about the intricate connections between local and global sites that women occupy in
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transnational networks—sometimes in highly visible ways, sometimes
not. The book illustrates in subtle and complex ways what Egyptian
feminist Nawal el Saadawi said of the revolution in Egypt and the
gathering in Tahrir Square: women are everywhere, and we are here
to stay! In the introduction, editors Clara Roman-Odio and Marta
Sierra describe the project of the book in this way: “Transnational
Borderlands examines the impact transnational feminist methodologies have in conceptualizing women’s place in the global sphere
and in understanding emancipatory ways of connecting knowledge,
location and subjectivity” (p. 1). Drawing on literary, cinematic, and
cultural texts, on art, organizing strategies, knowledge systems, and
grassroots networks, the essays offer innovative and challenging ways
to recognize and understand women’s place in transnational justice
work. The volume is organized around analyses of (1) transformations in literature and art, (2) in social movements, and struggles over
human rights, and citizenship, and (3) radical antihegemonic pedagogies that theorize and enact transnational border crossings. Anchored
in the theorizations of feminists of color, anticolonial theorists, and
transnational feminist methodologies, the text offers new conceptualizations of “borderlands” linking questions of subjectivity, citizenship, political economy, and cultural production to women’s agency
in the Global South and North. A volume that will be of interest to
scholars and activists alike—one that helps us “see” what we so often
miss in the grand narratives of revolutions, social movements, and
knowledge paradigms.
Chandra Talpade Mohanty
Series Editor
Ithaca, New York
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