The Culture of Usury in
Renaissance England

This page intentionally left blank

The Culture of Usury in
Renaissance England

David Hawkes

THE CULTURE OF USURY IN RENAISSANCE ENGLAND

Copyright © David Hawkes, 2010

Softcover reprint of the hardcover 1st edition 2010 978-0-230-61626-4
All rights reserved.
First published in 2010 by PALGRAVE MACMILLAN® in the
United States - a division of St. Martin’s Press LLC, 175 Fifth Avenue,
New York, NY 10010.
Where this book is distributed in the UK, Europe and the rest of the
World, this is by Palgrave Macmillan, a division of Macmillan
Publishers Limited, registered in England, company number 785998,
of Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6XS.
Palgrave Macmillan is the global academic imprint of the above
companies and has companies and representatives throughout the world.
Palgrave® and Macmillan® are registered trademarks in the United
States, the United Kingdom, Europe and other countries.

ISBN 978-1-349-37978-1
ISBN 978-0-230-10766-3 (eBook)
DOI 10.1057/9780230107663
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Hawkes, David, 1964–
The culture of usury in Renaissance England / David Hawkes.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references.
1. Usury—Great Britain—History—16th century. 2. Usury—
Great Britain—History—17th century. I. Title.
HB551.H39 2010
332.8 3094209031—dc22
2009040349
Design by Integra Software Services
First edition: May 2010
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

To Simten and Ali

Lenin was certainly right. There is no subtler, no surer means of overturning the existing basis of society than to debauch the currency. The
process engages all the hidden forces of economic law on the side of
destruction, and does it in a manner which not one man in a million is
able to diagnose.
—John Maynard Keynes, Economic Consequences of the Peace
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