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Frank Buchman, the founder of Moral Re-Armament, believed that
evangelists should not work alone. He worked to build “an intelligent,
workable team” for his movement.1 Scholars don’t work alone, either.
In writing this book, I have been supported by an intelligent, workable
team, and I am very grateful.
Almost eighteen years ago, John Wilson suggested over dinner that
the story of Moral Re-Armament would be worth looking into; he
helped me turn that story into a dissertation at Princeton University.
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me feedback on large or small pieces of the manuscript, including
Albert Raboteau, Brad Verter, Peter Thuesen, Tyler Flynn, Hannah
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Princeton University and the American Religious History Workshop
at the University of Chicago Divinity School. Paul Kemeny has been a
particularly dedicated reader.
This project relies heavily on primary sources, and, consequently, on
the librarians who helped me get them: Ben Primer, Nanci Young, Dan
Linke, and the rest of the staff at the Princeton University Archives;
Mary George and Margaret Sherry at Princeton’s Firestone Library;
the staff of the Archives of the Episcopal Church; Edna Madden and
Carolyn Spiel at the Hartford Seminary Foundation Library; Barbara
Natanson of the Prints & Photographs Division of the Library of
Congress; and the staff of the Penn State Room at Pattee Library at
Penn State University. Special thanks go to the men and women of the
Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress, who helped me work
through the large Moral Re-Armament collection during many visits
over more than a decade.
Because these sources are all over the country, my thanks go also to
the folks who put me up on my research travels: John Evans in Austin;
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Heather Janules in Washington; Carl and Shirley Dudley in Hartford;
and Ann and Bob Graves in State College. My most frequent host was
Margie Jones in Washington, who during numerous visits housed me,
fed me, and asked good questions. Some of this travel was supported by
grants from the Center for the Study of Religion at Princeton.
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I am grateful to the people who told me stories and shared materials, including Sally Shoemaker Robinson, John Grier Hibben Scoon,
Kenaston Twitchell Junior, and alumni of Princeton University and
Mackinac College.
Since one cannot live by scholarship alone, thanks are also due to
the people who employed me while I worked on the book: James
Hudnut-Beumler of the Material History of American Religion
Project, Elizabeth Hayford at the Associated Colleges of the Midwest,
and Richard Rosengarten and Cynthia Lindner of the University of
Chicago Divinity School.
A corps of editors helped me keep the project coherent and under
control. Nancy Carnes proofread the dissertation, evidently quite
voluntarily. Lauren Bryant reviewed the first half of the project and
suggested useful midcourse corrections. Most importantly, Spencer
Dew read the whole thing and helped me tighten and focus the final
product. Completing the book would have been impossible without
his help. As always, of course, any errors or infelicities remain my
responsibility.
The ladies and gentlemen of Palgrave have been patient, encouraging, and directive in appropriate amounts: Michael Flamini, Gayatri
Patnaik, Amanda Johnson, Christopher Chappell, and Samantha
Hasey.
Parts of chapter two initially appeared in “ ‘Men Want Something
Real’: Frank Buchman and Anglo-American College Religion in the
1920s” in the Journal of Religious History, reprinted with permission.
I am grateful to the friends and family who have supported me and
distracted me in turns through the life of this project. My father has
been more supportive than he’ll ever know. I am sorry that my mother
will not see the final book, but I remain grateful for her life and love.
Jannene Shannon is a newer but welcome part of our family’s life.
Princeton friends egged me on at the beginning of the project, and
Oak Park friends at the end. I send a special shout-out to the men and
women of FUSH (First United Senior High) who have welcomed me
in their fellowship.
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I got to know Frank Buchman before I met William Tweedley.
Fortunately, however, William has not been jealous of the time I have
spent with Buchman and his devotees. He read many of the chapters,
offered good advice, and asked good questions. We built a life together
while I wrote this book; I pray we will remain an intelligent, workable
team for many years to come.

