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One of the most profound and most influentiaI interpretations 01'
mediaevaI thought in general, and of Thomistic ontology in particular, concerns the alleged contrast in basic metaphysical meaning
between St. Augustine's concept of being, presented in the fifth
century, and that of his thirteenth century co-religionist, Thomas
Aquinas. According to thisinterpretation, the former notion retained
such telling traces ofNeoplatonism as to make it aptly describable
as 'essentialistic' in opposition to the radically 'existentialistic'
character of the Thomist idea of being.
A powerful effect ofthis line of thinking has been the widely accepted
view that 'Thomism' marks a 'revolutionarily new development' at
least in the his tory of Western metaphysics, with significant repercussions throughout the range of Christian thought.
Thc present monograph aims at assessing the tenability of this
interpretation through a direct confrontation with a large number
of typical texts found in the voluminous writings of the Bishop of
Hippo.
About the author: Born Tune 29, 1910; studied at the University ofVirginia (B.A.
1933) and the University of Toronto (M.A. 1938, Ph.D. 1940); tea ching experi<>nce
at various colleges and universities in the United States, inc1uding St. Anselm's College,
Loyola University (Chicago), the Universi'y of Notre Dame, Georgetown University,
Marquette University, Villanova University.
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