Postface

For many populations that are already socially marginalized, resource dependent,
and with limited capital assets, human security will be progressively undermined by
environmental change. Throughout this volume, it has been demonstrated that
global environmental change in general, and climate change in particular, are putting both human security and human rights (such as right to life, health, shelter, and
food) at risk. The volume’s authors have investigated how global environmental/
climate change may worsen threats to human security by focusing on specific
dimensions – such as food, water, health, and economicsecurity– from the primarily
regional focus of the Middle East and Africa and explore critical perspectives and
approaches to address the identified impacts. Through its theoretical essays and a
range of country-level case studies and experiences, the volume aims to provide
readers with access to valuable research material and insights about the interactions
between environmental change and human security from a range of perspectives.
The contributions demonstrate above all that the risks posed by environmental/
climate change to human security arise through multiple and interconnected processes operating across diverse spatial and temporal scales. This complexity means
that there is no single conceptual model or theory that can fully capture all interactions between all environmental/climate changes and dimensions of human security.
For this reason, and as highlighted by the IPCC’s AR5 report, many environmental
risks to human security warrant further investigation (i.e. links between environmental change and migration, between climate change, conflicts and instability,
between climate change and health security, etc.) (Adger 2014). This publication
aims to contribute to the growing academic literature while enhancing political discussions and policy agendas on how to address current and future challenges.
Indeed, and as suggested by Gasper (2010), we hope that the framing of environmental/climate change as a human security issue can facilitate and provide the space
for exchanges across academic disciplines and the boundaries of diverse policy
communities to take place.
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Postface

The Institute of Research for Environment, Human Securityand Governance
(INRES), formerNorth-South Center for Social Sciences (NRCS), intendsto investigate in future research projectsthe current and expected state of human and environmental security in the era of global risks and how to efficiently manage it. The
recent international conference organized by the NRCS in November 20151– covering the same topics – was an opportunity to understand the relevance of these areas
for both research and policy making agendas. Future projects will be conceived in
such a way as to build on some of the many issues highlighted by this volume and
the recent conference outcomes. We hope that this process will open further points
for discussion and offer readers some thought-provoking insights.
AgadirMorocco 						Mohamed Behnassi
Berlin,Germany						Katriona McGlade
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The International Conference on “Human and Environmental Security in the Era of Global Risks”
(HES2015) was organized on November 25–27, 2015 in Agadir (Morocco) by the North–south
Center for Social Sciences (NRCS) and the UMR ESPACE-DEV, Research Institute for
Development (IRD), France in collaboration with many national and international partners (such
as the GIZ, the CIRAD, the Universidade Federal do Pará (UFPA) and the Universidade Federal da
Bahia (UFBA), Brazil…).
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more than 250 communications, he is working with several PhD students on leishmaniasis, malaria, soil fauna, climate impacts and other fields.
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current research revolves around understanding and modeling the role of the biosphere as a forcing to the climate system, the response of the climate system to natural and human-induced changes in the biosphere, the effects of the climate system
on human activities and lifestyles in an overarching objective of improving life on
Earth.
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Dr. Samia Boussaa is currently Professor in ISPITS (Institut Supérieur des
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Montpellier and at the Department of Geology, Geophysics and Geoinformatics,
Free University Berlin from 1988–1992, and was appointed professor of remote
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Taisser H.H. Deafalla
Taisser H. H. Deafalla, has obtained her B.Sc. (Hons) and M.Sc. degrees at the
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working in her PhD research at the Institute of Photogrammetry and Remote
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Germany. He has professional experience in the fields of remote sensing and GIS in
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Jaume Fons-Esteve (PhD) is a biologist, expert on research in plant and soil relationships as a support to land management in the Mediterranean. Since 2001 he is
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