PLAGUE PRAYERS

OF

KING MURSILI II

NO. 8 MURSILI’S HYMN AND PRAYER TO THE
SUN-GODDESS OF ARINNA (CTH 376.A)
Invocation
§l (E i 1–10; A i 1'-5') [0 Sun-goddess of Arinna! A mighty and honored
goddess are] you! Mursili, [the king, your servant,] sent me [(?)2] saying:
"Go and say to my [lady, the Sun-goddess] of Arinna: "I shall invoke
the Sun-goddess of [Arinna], my personal [goddess] (lit. of my head).
[Whether] you, [0 honored] Sun-goddess of Arinna, are above in heaven
[among the gods], or in the sea, or gone to the mountains […] to roam,
or if you have gone to an enemy land [for battle], now let the sweet odor,
the cedar and the oil summon you. Return to your] temple! [I am herewith invoking you] by means of offering bread [and libation]. [So] be
pacified and listen [to what I say to you]!
Hymn
§2 (A i 6'-20') [You, 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, are an honored] goddess.
[To you, my goddess,] there are revered temples in Hatti, but in no other
land are there [any] such for you. [Only in Hatti they] provide for [pure
and holy] festivals and rituals for you, [but in no other land] do they provide any such [for you. Lofty temples adorned] with silver and gold [you
have only in Hatti, and in no other land] is there anything for you. [Cups
and rhyta of silver,] gold, and precious stones you have only in Hatti.
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Only in Hatti they celebrate festivals for you—the festival of the month],
festivals throughout the course of the year, [autumn, winter] and spring,
and the festivals of the sacrificial rituals. In no other land do they perform
anything for you.
§3 (A i 21'-28') Your divinity, 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, is honored
only in Hatti. Only in Hatti is Mursili, the king, your servant, respectful
to you. They perform fully substitute rites, rituals, and festivals for you, 0
Sun-goddess of Arinna. Everything they present to you is pure. Furthermore, the silver and gold in your temples is treated with reverence, and no
one approaches it.
§4 (A i 29'- ii 2') You, 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, are an honored goddess. Your name is honored among names, and your divinity is honored
among gods. Furthermore, among the gods you are the most honored
and the greatest. There is no other god more honored or greater than
you. You are the lord (sic) of just judgment. You control the kingship of
heaven and earth. You set the borders of the lands. You listen to prayers.
You, 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, are a merciful goddess and you have pity.
The divinely guided person is dear to you, 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, and
you, 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, exalt him. Within the circumference of
heaven and earth you, 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, are the source of light.
Throughout the lands you are a favored deity, and you are father and
mother to all the lands. You arc the divinely guided lord (sic) of judgment, and in the place of judgment there is no tiring of you. Also among
the primeval gods you are favored. You, 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, allot
the sacrifices to the gods, and the share of the primeval gods you allot as
well. They open up the door of heaven for you, and you cross the gate
of heaven, 0 favored [Sun-goddess of Arinna]. The gods of heaven [and
earth bow down to you], 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna. Whatever you say, 0
Sun-goddess of Arinna, [the gods] fall down before you, 0 Sun-goddess
of Arinna.
Few lines missing to the end of col. i. The beginning of col. ii is completed by
544/u (Giiterbock 1980). The line numeration of Lebrun 1980 is indicated
in brackets.
§5 (A ii 1–9 [1'-2']) The person at whom the gods are angry and
whom they reject, you, 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, have pity on him! And
now, sustain Mursili, the king, [your servant], and [take] Mursili, the king,
your servant, by the hand! And to [the words] which Mursili, the king,
keeps telling you, hold [your ear] and listen to them!
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Pleading
§6 (A ii 10–17 [3'-10') 0 gods, What is this that you have done? You
have allowed a plague into Hatti, and the whole of Hatti is dying. No one
prepares for you the offering bread and the libation anymore. The plowmen who used to work the fallow fields of the gods have died, so they do
not work or reap the fields of the gods. The grinding women who used to
make the offering bread for the gods have died, so they do not [make] the
god's offering bread any longer.
§7 (A ii 18–44 [11'-37']) The cowherds and shepherds of the corrals
and sheepfolds from which they used to select sacrificial cattle and sheep
are dead, so that the corrals and sheepfolds are neglected. So it has come
to pass that the offering bread, the libations, and the offering of animals
have stopped. And you, 0 gods, proceed to hold the sin against us in
that matter. To mankind, our] wisdom has been lost, and whatever we
do right comes to nothing. 0 gods, whatever sin you perceive, either let a
man of god come [and declare it], or let the old women, [the diviners, or
the augurs establish it], or let ordinary persons see it in a dream. We shall
stroke(?) by means of the thorns(?)/pins(?) of a sarpa. 0 gods, [again]
have pity on the land of Hatti. On the one hand it is oppressed with the
plague, [and on the other] it is oppressed by hostility. The protectorates
which are round about, Mittanni and [Arzawa], are all in conflict, and they
do not respect [the gods]. They have transgressed the oath of the gods,
and they wish to despoil the temples of the gods. May this become an
additional (reason) for the gods' vengeance. Turn the plague, the hostility,
the famine, and the severe fever towards Mittanni and Arzawa. Rested are
the belligerent lands, but Hatti is a weary land. Unhitch the weary one,
and hitch up the rested one.
§8 (A ii 45–55 [38'-48']) Moreover, those lands which belong to Hatti,
the Kaska land—they were swineherds and weavers—Arawanna, Kalasma,
Lukka, and Pitassa, have declared themselves free from the Sun-goddess of
Arinna. They discontinue (the payment of) their tributes and began to attack
Hatti. In the past, Hatti, with the help of the Sun-goddess of Arinna, used
to maul the surrounding lands like a lion. Moreover, Aleppo and Babylon
which they destroyed, they took their goods—silver, gold, and gods—of all
the lands, and they deposited it before the Sun-goddess of Arinna.
§9 (A ii 56–60 [49'-53']) But now, all the surrounding lands have
begun to attack Hatti. Let this become a further reason for vengeance for
the Sun-goddess of Arinna. Goddess, do not degrade your own name!
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§10 (A ii 61–67 [54'-60']) Whoever is a cause of rage and anger to the
gods, and whoever is not respectful to the gods, let not the good ones
perish with the evil ones. Whether it is a single town, a single house, or
a single person, 0 gods, destroy only that one! [Look upon] Hatti [with
pity, and give the evil plague to other lands.]
Some ten lines to the end of col. ii are missing. They may be completed from
the parallel prayer to Telipinu (no. 9, §§ 10–13).
§11' (A iii 1–44) [Some] wish [to burn down your temples]; others
wish to take away your rhyta, [cups], and objects of [silver and gold];
others wish to lay waste your fields, your gardens, and your groves; others wish to capture your plowmen, gardeners, and grinding-women. To
those enemy lands give severe fever, plague, and famine, 0 Sun-goddess of
Arinna, my lady! And you yourself, 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, let yourself
be invoked! [… let] the oppressed become fit [again]. To Mursili, the
king, and to the land of Hatti turn [with favour]! Grant to Mursili [and
to the land of Hatti] life, health. [vigor, brightness of] spirit forever, and
longevity!
Five destroyed lines which may be completed from the parallel prayer, no.
9, § 14.
Grant forever growth of grain, [vines, fruit-trees(?), cattle], sheep,
horses [ … ].
Six destroyed lines which may partly be restored from no. 9, §11:
[Give them a man's valiant,] battle-ready, divine weapon! Put beneath
their feet the enemy lands, and [may they destroy them].
0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, [have] pity on Hatti. [ … ]. [ … ] winds [
… ]. May the winds of prosperity come, [and may the land of Hatti grow
and] prosper. And to you, 0 gods, your offering bread and your libations
will be presented. And the congregation cries out: "[So be it]!"
Colophon
(A iv 1'-8') Few lines missing … ] to invoke [the Sun-goddess of Arinna …
] I then recorded the words of the tablet. I have invoked the Sun-goddess
of Arinna in Hattusa for seven days, and I have also invoked her for seven
days in Arinna, and I spoke these words. There is in addition a sep-arate
tablet of the invocation.
(E iv 2'-7') [ … ] "When [the people] of Hatti [ … ] are dying [ … ";
Copy [tablet]: "When they invoke the Sun-goddess of Arinna [ … ], they
speak [these words]."
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NO. 9 MURSILI’S HYMN AND PRAYER TO THE GOD
TELIPINU (CTH 377)
Invocation
§1 (i 1–2) [This] tablet the scribe shall read out daily to the god and shall
praise the god saying: §2 (i 3–7) 0 Telipinu, a mighty and honored god
are you! Mursili the king, your servant, sent me and your maid-servant the
queen, they sent me, saying: "Go, invoke Telipinu, our lord, our personal
god (lit. of our head) saying:"
§3 (i 8–10) Whether you, 0 honored Telipinu, are above in heaven
among the gods, or in the sea, or gone to the mountains to roam, or if you
have gone to an enemy land for battle,
§4 (i 11–17) now let the sweet odor, the cedar and the oil summon
you. Return to your temple! I am herewith invoking you by means of
offering bread and libation. So be pacified and let your ear be turned to
what I say to you, 0 god, and listen to it!
Hymn
§5 (i 18–24) You, Telipinu, are an honored god. To you, my god, there
are revered temples only in Hatti, but in no other land are there any such
for you. Only in Hatti they provide for pure and holy festivals and rituals
for you, but in no other land do they provide any such for you.
§6 (i 25-ii 2) Lofty temples adorned with silver and gold you have only
in Hatti, and in no other land are there any such for you. [Cups] and rhyta
of silver, gold, and precious stones you have only in Hatti.
§7 (ii 3–8) Only in Hatti they celebrate(!) festivals for you—the festival
of the month, festivals throughout the course of the year, winter, spring
and fall, and the festivals of the sacrificial rituals. In no other land do they
perform anything for you.
§8 (ii 9–19) Your divinity, Telipinu, is honored [only in Hatti]. It is
in the land of Hatti that Mursili, the king, your servant, the queen, your
maid-servant, and the princes, your servants, are respectful to you. They
perform fully your substitute rites, rituals, and festivals for you, 0 Telipinu. Everything they present to you is holy and pure. Furthermore, your
rhyta, your cups and your objects in your temples are treated with reverence. [They are] counted over and no one approaches the objects.
§9 (ii 20–22) [You,] Telipinu, are an honored god. [Your] name is honored among names, [and your divinity] is honored among gods.
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The rest of col. ii is broken off It was probably similar, though shorter, than
the parallel passage in the prayer to the Sun-goddess of Arinna (no. 8, §4-5).
Pleading
§10 (iii 2'-8') [ … Turn] with benevolence toward [ … ]. 0 Telipinu,
mighty god, keep alive the king, the queen and the princes, and give them
life forever, health, longevity and vigor! [Give] them in their soul [gentleness(?)], radiance and joy!
§ 11 (iii 9'-15') Give them sons and daughters, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren! Give them contentment(?) and obedience(?). Give
them the growth of grain, vines, cattle, sheep and mankind. Give them
a man’s valiant, battle-ready, divine weapon! Put beneath their feet the
enemy lands, and [may they destroy them].
§12 (iii 6–17) But from Hatti [drive out] the evil fever, plague, famine,
and locusts.
§13 (iii 18-iv 8) The enemy lands which are quarrelling and at odds,
some are not respectful to you, 0 Telipinu, or to the gods of Hatti; others wish to burn down your temples; others wish to take away your rhyta,
cups, and objects of silver and gold; others wish to by waste your fallow
lands, vineyards, gardens and groves; others wish to capture your plowmen, vinedressers. gardeners and grinding-women. To those enemy lands
give severe fever, plague, famine and locusts.
§14 (iv 9–18) Grant to the king, the queen, the princes and the land of
Haiti life, health, vigor, longevity, and brightness of spirit forever! Grant
forever growth of grain, vines, fruit-trees(?), cattle, sheep, goats, pigs,
mules, asses (var.: horses), together with the beasts of the field, and mankind. May they grow! The rains [ … ]. May the winds of prosperity come,
and in the land of Hatti may everything grow and prosper! And the congregation cries out: "So be it!"
Colophon
(iv 19–21) One tablet. Complete. When the scribe presents daily a plea on
behalf of the king before Telipinu.

NO. 10 MURSILI’S “THIRD” PLAGUE PRAYER TO THE SUNGODDESS OF ARINNA (CTH 378.111)
§1 (obv. 1–6) 0 Sun-goddess of Arinna, my lady! 0 gods, my lords! What is
this [you have done]? You have allowed a plague into Hatti, so that Hatti
has been badly oppressed [by the plague. People kept dying] at the time of
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my father, at the time of my brother, and now since I have become priest
of the gods, they keep on dying [in my time]. For twenty years now people
have been dying [in great numbers] in Hatti. Hatti [has been very badly
damaged] by the plague.
§2 (obv. 7–13) Hatti has been very much oppressed by the plague. [If
someone] produces a child, [the … ] of the plague [snatches (?)] it from
him. Should he reach adulthood, he will not attain old age. [And even
if old age(?)] will be left for someone, he [will be oppressed(?) by] the
plague. He will not [return] to his previous condition. When he reaches
old age, [he will … ], but he will not keep warm.
The rest of the obverse and a large portion of the reverse are lost.
§3' (rev. 2'-14') I, Mursili. [your priest, your servant,] hereby plead my
case. Hear] me 0 gods, my lords! [Send away] the worry from my heart,
[take away the anguish from my soul?] Let the plague [be removed] from
Hatti, and send it to the enemy lands. In Hatti [ … ]. But if the gods, my
lords, [do not remove] the plague [from Hatti], the makers of offering bread
and the libation pourers will keep on dying. And if they too die, [the offering
bread] and the libation will be cut off from the gods, my lords. Then you,
0 gods, [my lords], will proceed to hold the sin against me, saying: "Why
[don't you give us] offering bread and libation?" May the gods, my lords,
again have pity on Hatti, and send the plague away. [May the plague subside]
in Hatti. May it thrive and grow and [return to] its previous condition.

NO. 11 MURSILI’S “SECOND” PLAGUE PRAYER
TO THE STORM-GOD OF HATTI (CTH 378.11)
§1 (C i 1–18) 0 Storm-god of Hatti, my lord! [0 gods], my lords! Mursili,
your servant, has sent me saying: "Go speak to the Storm-god of Hatti,
my lord, and to the gods, my lords": What is this that you have done?
You have allowed a plague into Hatti, so that Hatti has been very badly
oppressed by the plague. People kept dying in the time of my father, in
the time of my brother, and since I have become priest of the gods, they
keep on dying in my time. For twenty years now people have been dying
in Hatti. Will the plague never be removed from Hatti? I cannot control
the worry of my heart, I can no longer control the anguish of my soul.
§2 (C i 19–28; A obv. 1'-5') When I celebrated the festivals, I busied
myself for all the gods. I did not pick out any single temple. I have repeatedly pled to all the gods concerning the plague, and I have repeatedly
made vows [to them] saying: "Listen [to me 0 gods], my [lords, and send
away] the plague from Hatti. Hatti can [no longer bear this plague. Let the
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matter on account of which] it has been decimated [either be established
through an oracle], or [let me see] it [in a dream, or let a man of god]
declare [it]."But the gods [did not listen] to me, [and] the plague has not
subsided in Hatti. [Hatti has been severely oppressed by the plague].
§3 (A obv. 6'-12') [The few] makers of offering bread [and libation
pourers] of the gods who still remained died off. [The matter of the
plague] continued to trouble [me, and I inquired about it] to the god
[through an oracle]. [I found] two old tablets: one tablet dealt with [the
ritual of the Mala River]. Earlier kings performed the ritual of the Mala
River, but because [people have been dying] in Hatti since the days of my
father, we never performed [the ritual] of the Mala River.
§4 (obv. 13'-24') The second tablet dealt with the town of Kurustamma:
how the Storm-god of Hatti carried the men of Kurustamma to Egyptian
territory and how the Storm-god of Hatti made a treaty between them
and the men of Hatti, so that they were put under oath by the Storm-god
of Hatti. Since the men of Hatti and the men of Egypt were bound by the
oath of the Storm-god of Hatti, and the men of Hatti proceeded to get
the upper hand, the men of Hatti thereby suddenly transgressed the oath
of the gods. My father sent infantry and chariotry, and they attacked the
borderland of Egypt, the land of Amqa. And again he sent, and again they
attacked. When the men of Egypt became afraid, they came and asked my
father outright for his son for kingship. But when my father gave them his
son, as they led him off, they murdered him. My father was appalled and
he went to Egyptian territory, attacked the Egyptians, and destroyed the
Egyptian infantry and chariotry.
§5 (obv. 25'-34') At that time too the Storm-god of Hatti, my lord, by
his verdict caused my father to prevail, and he defeated the infantry and
the chariotry of Egypt and beat them. But when the prisoners of war who
had been captured were led back to Hatti, a plague broke out among the
prisoners of war, and [they began] to die. When the prisoners of war were
carried off to Hatti, the prisoners of war brought the plague into Hatti.
From that day on people have been dying in Hatti. When I found the
aforementioned tablet dealing with Egypt, I inquired about it to the god
through an oracle saying: "Has this matter been brought about by the
Storm-god of Hatti because the men of Egypt and the men of Hatti had
been put under oath by the Storm-god of Hatti?"
§6 (A obv. 35'-46'—C iii 3'-7') "And because the damnassara-deities
were in the temple of the Storm-god, my lord, whereupon the men of Hatti
themselves suddenly transgressed the word (of the oath), did this become
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the cause for the anger of the Storm-god of Hatti, my lord?" And it was
confirmed by the oracle. Because of the plague I also asked the oracle about
the ritual of the [Mala] River. And then too it was confirmed that I should
appear before the Storm-god of Hatti, my lord. I have [just] confessed [the
sin before the Storm-god of Hatti]. It is so. We have done [it. But the sin
did not] take place in my time. [It took place] in the time of my father
[ … ]. [ … that] I know for certain [ … ]. [ … ] the matter. [But since]
the Storm-god [of Hatti, my lord], is angry about [that matter, and] since
people are dying in Hatti, [ … ] I will keep making [a plea] about it [to] the
Storm-god of Hatti, my lord. I kneel down to you and cry for mercy. Hear
me, 0 Storm-god of Haiti, my lord! May the plague be removed from Hatti.
§7 (C iii 8'-19'-B iii 16'-24') I will keep removing the causes of the
plague which have been established through oracle, and I will keep making
restitution for them. With regard to the problem of the oath of the gods
which was established as a cause for the plague, I have offered the ritual
of the oath for the Storm-god of Hatti, [my lord]. I have also offered [to
the gods, my lords]. [I have offered … ] to you, Storm-god of Hatti [ …
], a ritual for you, [0 gods … ]. As for the [ritual] of the Mala River, which
was established for me as a cause for the plague, since I am herewith on my
way [to] the Mala River, forgive me, 0 Storm-god of Hatti, my lord, and
0 gods, my lords, for (neglecting) the ritual of the Mala River. I am going
to perform the ritual of the Mala River, and I will carry it out. And as for
the reason for which I am performing it, namely, because of the plague,
have pity on me, 0 gods, my lords, and may the plague subside in Hatti.
§8 (A rev. 10'-19') 0 Storm-god of Hatti, my lord! 0 gods, my lords! So it
happens that people always sin. My father sinned as well and he transgressed
the word of the Storm-god of Hatti, my lord. But I did not sin in any way.
Nevertheless, it so happens that the father's sin comes upon his son, and so
the sin of my father came upon me too. I have just confessed it to the Stormgod of Hatti, my lord, and to the gods, my lords. It is so. We have done it.
But because I have confessed the sin of my father, may the soul of the Stormgod of Hatti, my lord, and of the gods, ray lords, be appeased again. May you
again have pity on me, and send the plague away from Hatti. Let those few
makers of offering bread and libation pourers who still remain not die on me.
§9 (rev. 20'-36') I am now continuing to make my plea to the Stormgod, my lord, concerning the plague. Hear me, 0 Storm-god, my lord, and
save my life! [I say] to you [as follows]: The bird takes refuge in the cage,
and the cage preserves its life. Or if something bothers some servant and
he makes a plea to his lord, his lord listens to him, [has pity] on him, and
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he sets right what was bothering him. Or if some servant has committed a
sin, but he confesses the sin before his lord, his lord may do with him whatever he wishes: but since he has confessed his sin before his lord, his lord's
soul is appeased, and the lord will not call that servant to account. I have
confessed the sin of my father. It is so. I have done it. If there is some restitution (to be made), then there has already [been paid (?)] much for this
plague [caused by (?)] the prisoners of war who were brought back from
Egyptian territory and by the civilian captives who were brought back.
[And] since Hatti has made restitution through the plague, it [has made
restitution] for it twenty-fold. Indeed, it has already become that much.
And yet the soul of the Storm-god of Hatti, my lord, and of all the gods,
my lords, is not at all appeased. Or if you want to require from me some
additional restitution, specify it to me in a dream, and I shall give it to you.
§10 (rev. 37'-40') I am now continuing to plead to the Storm-god of
Hatti, my lord. Save my life! [And if] perhaps people have been dying for
this reason, then during the time that I set it right, let there be no more
deaths among those makers of offering bread and libation pourers to the
gods who are still left.
§11 (A rev. 41'-44'-C iv 14'-22') [Or] if people have been dying
because of some other reason, then let me either see it in a dream, or let it
be established through an oracle, or let a man of god declare it, or, according to what I instructed all the priests, they shall regularly sleep holy. 0
Storm-god of Hatti, save my life! Let the gods, my lords, show me their
divine power! Let someone see it in a dream. Let the reason for which
people have been dying be discovered. We shall stroke(?) by means of the
pins(?) of a sarpa. 0 Storm-god of Hatti, my lord, save my life, and may
the plague be removed from Hatti.
Colophon
(C iv 23–25) One tablet, complete. [How] Mursili made [a plea] because
of the plague [ … ].

NO. 12 MURSILI’S “FIRST” PLAGUE PRAYER
TO THE ASSEMBLY OF GODS AND GODDESSES
(CTH 378.1)
§1 (obv. 1–7) [All] you male [gods], all female gods [of heaven(?)], all
male gods [of the oath], all female gods of the oath, [all] male primeval
[gods], all female (primeval) gods, you gods who have been summoned
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to assembly for bearing witness to the oath on this [matter], mountains,
rivers, springs, and underground watercourses. I, Mursili, [great king(?)],
your priest, your servant, herewith plead with you. [Listen] to me 0 gods,
my lords, in the matter in which I am making a plea to you!
§2 (obv. 8–15) 0 gods, [my] lords! A plague broke out in Hatti, and
Hatti has been severely damaged by the plague. And since for twenty years
now in Hatti people have been dying, the affair of Tudhaliya the Younger,
son of Tudhaliya, started to weigh on [me]. I inquired about it to the
god through an oracle, and the affair of Tudhaliya was confirmed by the
deity. Since Tudhaliya the Younger was their lord in Hatti, the princes, the
noblemen, the commanders of the thousands, the officers, [the corporals(?)] of Hatti and all [the infantry] and chariotry of Hatti swore an oath
to him. My father also swore an oath to him.
§3 (obv. 16–22) [But when my father] wronged Tudhaliya, all [the
princes, the noblemen], the commanders of the thousands, and the officers of Hatti [went over] to my father. The deities by whom the oath was
sworn [seized] Tudhaliya and they killed [Tudhaliya]. Furthermore, they
killed those of his brothers [who stood by] him. [ … they sent to Alasiya
(Cyprus) and [ … ]. And [since Tudhaliya the Younger] was their [lord],
they [ … ] to him [ … ] [… ] and the lords transgressed the oath [ … ].
§4 (obv. 23–40) [But, you, 0 gods], my [lords], protected my father. [
… ]. And because Hatti [was attacked(?)] by the [enemy, and the enemy]
had taken [borderlands] of Hatti, [my father kept attacking the enemy
lands] and kept defeating them. He took back the borderlands of Hatti,
which [the enemy had taken] and [resettled] them. Furthermore, [he conquered] still other foreign lands [during his] kingship. He sustained Hatti
and [secured] its borders on each side. During his reign the entire land of
Hatti did well. [Men(?)], cattle and sheep became numerous in his days,
and the civilian prisoners who [were brought] from the land of the enemy
survived as well. Nothing perished. But now you, 0 gods, [my lords], have
eventually taken vengeance on my father for this affair of Tudhaliya the
Younger. My father [died(?)] because of the blood of Tudhaliya, and the
princes, the noblemen, the commanders of the thousands, and the officers
who went over [to my father], they also died because of [that] affair. This
same affair also came upon the land of Hatti, and the population of the
land of [Hatti] began to perish because of [this] affair. Until now Hatti
[ … ], but now the plague [has become] even [worse]. Hatti has been
[severely] damaged by the plague, and it has been decimated. I, Mursili,
[your servant], cannot [overcome] the worry [of my heart], I can no longer [overcome] the anguish of my soul.
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§5 (obv. 41–47) Very fragmentary passage in which Mursili apparently con-tinues to plead with the oath-deities concerning their vengeance of
Tudhaliya's blood. About five more lines, which open a new paragraph, are
missing from the end of the obverse. The first seven lines of the reverse, which
may belong to the same paragraph, are also very fragmentary.
§6 (rev. 8'-12') [Now,] I have confessed [it to you, 0 gods(?). Because]
my father [killed (?)] Tudhaliya [and … ], my father therefore [performed] a ritual (for the expiation) of blood. But [the land of] Hatti did
not [perform.] anything for itself. I performed [the ritual of the blood],
but the land did not perform anything. They did nothing on behalf [of]
the land.
§7 (rev. 13'-20') Now, because Hatti has been severely oppressed by
the plague, and the population of Hatti continues to die, the affair of
Tudhaliya has troubled the land. It has been confirmed for me by [the
god], and I have further investigated [it] by oracle. They are performing
before you, [0 gods], my lords, the ritual of the oath which was confirmed for you, [0 gods], my lords, and for your temples, with regard to
the plague of the land and they are clearing [it (i.e. the oath obligation)
before] you. And I am making restitution to you, 0 gods, my lords, with
reparation and a propitiatory gift on behalf of the land.
§8 (rev. 21'-40') Because you, 0 gods, my lords, [have] taken vengeance
for the blood of Tudhaliya, those who killed Tudhaliya [have made] restitution for the blood. But this bloodshed is finished in Hatti again: Hatti
too has already made restitution for it. Since it has now come upon me as
well, I will also make restitution for it from my household, with restitution and a propitiatory gift. So may the soul of the gods, my lords, again
be appeased. May the gods, my lords, again be well disposed toward me,
and let me elicit your pity. May you listen to me, to what I plead before
you. I have [not] done any evil. Of those who sinned and did the evil, no
one of that day is still here. They have already died off. But because the
affair of my father has come upon me, I am giving you, 0 gods, my lords,
a propitiatory gift on account of the plague of the land, and I am making
restitution. I am making restitution to you with a propitiatory gift and
reparation. May you gods, my lord, again [have] mercy on me, and let
me elicit your pity. Because Hatti has been oppressed by the plague, it has
been reduced in size. [And those makers of offering bread and libation
pourers who used to prepare] the offering bread and the libation for the
gods, my lords, [since Hatti] has been severely oppressed by [the plague],
[they have died] from the plague. [The plague] does not subside at all,
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and they continue to die, [even those] few [makers of offering bread] and
libation pourers [who still remain will die, and nobody will prepare] for
you offering bread and libation any longer.
§9 (rev. 41'-51') May [you gods, my lords], have mercy on [me again]
because of the offering bread and the libation which [they prepare for
you], and let me elicit your pity. Send the plague [away from Hatti]. Let
those few makers of offering bread [and pourers of libation] who [still
remain] with you not he harmed, and let them not go on dying, Let
them prepare [the offering bread] and the libation for you. 0 gods, my
lords, turn the plague [away, and send] whatever is evil to the enemy land.
Whatever has happened in Hatti because of Tudhaliya, send it [away] 0
gods, [my lords]. Send [it] to the enemy land. May you again have mercy
on Hatti, and let [the plague] subside. Furthermore, [because] I, your
priest, your servant, elicit your pity, may you have mercy on me. Send
away the worry from my heart, take away the anguish from my soul!
Colophon
(rev. 52'-53') [One tablet], complete. When Mursili made a plea [because
of the plague … ].

NO. 13 MURSILI’S “FOURTH” PLAGUE PRAYER
TO THE ASSEMBLY OF GODS (ARRANGED BY LOCALITIES)
(CTLH 378.IV)
§1 (i I-16) 0 gods, my lords: Noble Storm-god, the two lords of Landa,
Iyarri, gods of Hatti, gods of Arinna, gods of Zippalanda, gods of
Tuwanuwa, gods of Hupisna, gods of Durmitta, gods of Ankuwa, gods
of Samuha, gods of Sarissa, gods of Hurma, gods of Hanhana, gods of
Karahna, gods of Illaya, Kamrusepa of Taniwanda, gods of Zarruwisa,
Storm-god of Lihzina, Protective-god of the Army Camp of His Majesty's
father which is in Marassantiya, Uliliyassi of Parmanna, gods of Kattila,
Storm-god of Hasuna, gods of Muwani, gods of Zazzisa, the Telipinugods [whose] temples in the land have been destroyed, gods of Salpa,
Storm-god of Ar[ziya (?)].
§2 (i 17–20) 0 gods, my lords! I, Mursili, [your servant], your priest,
herewith bow down to you. Lend me your ear and hear me in the matter
in which I have bowed down to you.
§3 (i 21–35) 0 gods, my lords! Since ages past you have been inclined
towards [men] and have [not] abandoned mankind. And mankind
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[became] populous and your divine servants [were] numerous. They
always set up for the gods, [my] lords, offering bread and libation. 0 gods,
my lords, you have turned your back on mankind. All of a sudden, in the
time of my grandfather Hatti was oppressed, [and it] became [devastated]
by the enemy. Mankind was [reduced in number] by plague, and your
[servants] were reduced in number. And among you, [gods], my lords,
[one had no] temple, and [the temple] of another [fell into ruin]. Whoever
[served] before a god perished, and [your] rites [were neglected]. [No]
one performed [them] for you.
§4 (i 36–46) [But] when my [father] became king, [you], 0 gods, my
lords, stood behind him. He resettled the [depopulated] lands. [And for
you], 0 gods, my lords, in whatever temple there were no [objects], or
whatever image of god had been destroyed, my father restored what he
could, though what he could not, he did not restore. 0 gods, my lords,
you never before oppressed my father, and you never before oppressed
me. But now you have oppressed me.
§5 (i 47–55) When my father went to Egyptian territory; since that
day of Egypt, death has persisted in [Hatti], and from that time Hatti has
been dying. My father repeatedly inquired through the oracles, but he did
not find you, 0 gods, my lords, through the oracles. I have also repeatedly
inquired of you through oracle, but I have not found you, 0 gods, my
lords, through oracle.
§6 In this section the scribe (of manuscript A) left an empty space of about
six lines, indicating through the single word "destroyed" that the corresponding passage in the manuscript from which he was copying was damaged.
§7 (ii 1–3) Only a few words are preserved from this paragraph (in both
copies). It probably dealt with the rites (hazziwita) that Mursili intended to
restore.
§8 (B ii 3'-16') The first three lines are very fragmentary. For whatever
[god] there is [a temple], but he has no [objects], I will restore [them for
him]. And for whatever god [there is no temple], I will build a temple for
him. And whichever [gods] have been destroyed, I will restore for them a
statue [ … and] its [ … ] as before. The rest of col. ii and all of col. iii, except
the beginnings of lines, are lost.
§9' (A iv 1–5) Or should I have restored it for [the gods], my lords,
from my land, or from my infantry and chariotry? If I should indeed
reestablish the gods, since now the members of my household, land,
infantry and chariotry keep dying, by what means should I reestablish
you, 0 gods?
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§10' As in §6, the scribe (of manuscript A) left an empty space of about
ten lines, indicating that the corresponding passage in the 'manuscript from
which he was copying was damaged.
§11' (iv 16–28) And it dies, by what means should I reestablish [you]? 0
gods, have mercy on me again because of this [reason]! Turn(!) towards me!
Send the plague away from the land! Let it subside in the towns where people are dying, and let the plague not return to the towns in which it has subsided! I have [said] to myself thus: "If the aforementioned word of the god
is true, [and] my father [could not discover them] through an oracle, nor
could I discover them [through an oracle], should the land of Hatti [inquire
by oracle] and [will it discover] them through an oracle?" And I have pled
my case. [ … ] The remaining fifteen lines or so are almost entirely lost.

NO. 14 MURSILI’S “FIFTH” PLAGUE PRAYER
TO THE ASSEMBLY OF GODS (ARRANGED TYPOLOGICALLY)
(CTH 379)
§1 (i! 1–4) [Sun-god of Heaven], Storm-god [of … , Sun-goddess of]
Arinna, Mezzulla, [Hulla(?)/Zintuhi(?)], Storm-god of Hatti, [Stormgod of] Zippalanta;
§2 (i 5–6) [ … ], Seri, Hurri, [Storm-god pihaimi(?)], all the Storm-gods;
§3 (i 7–8) [ … ]. Hebat of Kummanni, all [the Hebats], Halki;
§4 (i 9–10) All [the Sarrumas(?)], [ … ], all the Hebat-Sarrumas;
§5 (i 11–15) Protective-god (LAMMA), [Protective-god of] Hatti, all
the Protective-gods, Ishtar, [Ishtar of the Field of] His Majesty, Ishtar of
Samuha, [all the] Ishtars, Telipinu, all the Telipinus, War-god (ZABABA),
all the War-gods;
§6 (i 16–22) Sun-goddess of the Netherworld, Lelwani, Pirwa, Marduk,
Iyarri, Hasammeli, Fate-goddesses, Mother-goddesses, all the male gods
of the assembly(!), all the female gods of the assembly(!). the place of
assembly, the place in which the gods assemble for judgment.
The rest of the column, about thirty lines, is almost entirely lost. The verbal
endings at the end of lines 6"-8" in col. i(!) probably belong to second person
plural imperatives, which may be addressed to the "male gods (and) female
gods" mentioned in 1. 5."
§7' (ii! 6') [ … ] [ … the tablet of/about] Egypt.
§8' (ii 7'-17') To this tablet I did not add any word, nor did I remove
[any]. 0 gods, my lords, take notice? I do not know whether any of those
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who were kings before me added [any word] to it or removed any. I do
not know anything, and I have not heard a word of it since.
§9' (ii 18'-24') I did not concern myself with those borders which were
set for us by the Storm-god. Those borders that my father left me, those
borders [I kept]. I did [not] desire from him [anything]. Neither [did I
take anything] from his borderland.
§10' (ii 25') [ … ] this matter [ … ]. Gap of about two lines between KBo
31.121 and KBo 31.121a, followed by three fragmentary lines.
§11' (KUB 31.121a ii 6"-9") [ … infantry and] chariotry of Hatti [
…]. [ … ] He (i.e. Suppiluliuma) sent out Lupakki and Tarhunta-zalma,
and they attacked those Lands.
§12' (ii 10"-15") The king of Egypt died in those very [days]. I was
still a child, so I did not know whether the king of Egypt lodged [a protest(?)] to my father about those lands, or whether he [did] nothing.
§13' (ii 16"-20") And since the wife of the king of Egypt was a widow,
she wrote to my father. [ … ] to talk with women [ … ]. I, in those [ … ]
I was not seen(?) [ … ]. Some eight lines missing at the end of col. ii. All of
the reverse is broken off. From the colophon on the edge of KUB 48.111 only
"not complete" is preserved.
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